
 1

Blooming Between a Rock and a Hard Place 

Luke 17:11-19 

 

An Age of Tribalism  

As the midterm elections approach, we hear many divisive words from politicians. Political talk grows 

more heated and even ugly. Some experts are concerned about the high possibility of rising political violence. 

According to a New York Times report, posts mentioning civil war are flaring on many social media sites.1 As a 

way to get more votes, politicians use the term “civil war” to stimulate their supporters’ sense of urgency and 

fear. They paint their opponents as being a threat to the nation, while they try to make people believe that they 

can save the nation from doom. Growing numbers of people worry that civil war could happen in the near 

future. I believe that most of us would agree that we are living in a very divisive time. Some say we live in a 

time of political tribalism. Red or Blue. There seems to be no middle ground.   

Our United Methodist Church is also divided into two tribes in terms of their position on full LGBTQ 

inclusion. This year in the Florida Conference, 16 candidates for provisional membership failed to get approved 

by the clergy session because of the presence of openly gay candidates in this year’s group. 75 percent in favor 

is required for approval but they failed to get 75 percent. Some clergy chose to disapprove all 16 candidates 

because of two candidates they opposed. We are called to draw a circle wider to include all people in God’s 

love, but instead we draw a circle that shuts others out, if they appear different from us. There seems to be no 

middle ground on this issue of full LGBTQ inclusion. We feel that we are standing between a rock and a hard 

place, but we also believe there is still hope for healing and reconciliation and Jesus, our Lord, teaches us how! 

 

Between Samaria and Galilee 

In today’s text, we read another miraculous story of Jesus healing ten men with a skin disease.  They 

cried for help; Jesus responded; and the healing occurred. It sounds like another typical healing story, but what 

matters in this text is the location where this healing encounter took place. As Jesus made his way toward 

Jerusalem, he was going through the region BETWEEN Samaria and Galilee. This encounter happens in a 

borderland.  

As we all know, the Israelites and Samaritans did not get along well due to a centuries-long history of 

religious rivalry and ethnic friction. While they shared common ancestry and overlapping religious beliefs, they 

considered one another enemies. Pious Jews would never go to the region of Samaria, a land of "half-breeds" 

and pagans. Of course, Samaritans were hostile toward the Jews who looked down on them. Although there was 

no physical border between Samaria and Galilee, everyone understood the dividing wall between them.  On the 

way to Jerusalem, Jesus passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee and entered into a certain village in 

this borderland that was neither Samaria nor Galilee.  

A borderland is a distinctive place. It is the margin of the socio-political center so typically it is the place 

for the social outcasts and the marginalized.  It has been said that “the prohibited and forbidden are its 

inhabitants.” Perhaps, that’s why these lepers had made their colony near this border town. David Lose said, 

“they live “between regions” in a “no-man’s” land of being socially, religiously, and physically unclean.”2 Jesus 

attended to those at the margins in his ministry and came to this town in the borderland.  

 

A Borderland Became a Place of Healing and Salvation 

As he entered the village, ten men, all lepers, met him. They kept their distance but raised their voices, 

calling out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” Their skin disease was a condition that caused them physical 

and mental suffering, social isolation, and economic deprivation. They had become no one because of their 

disease and were social discriminated against due to their disease. The interesting point is that at least one of 

them was a Samaritan. From the Jewish perspective, this man was a Samaritan and hence a social outcast and a 

religious heretic. He was one that a Jew should not get involved with, yet he was accepted in this group of men 

with leprosy. Their common problem and suffering render the distinction between Jew and Gentile unimportant.  

                                                 
1 https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/05/us/politics/civil-war-social-media-trump.html 
2 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-28-3/commentary-on-luke-1711-19 
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A serious illness or life crisis can turn our world upside down but they also reveal to us what’s really 

important and what’s not. Suffering does not isolate us but can be our bridge to connection with our neighbors 

who suffer. If you are a cancer survivor, you know how precious this given moment is and how to bring a small 

light to those who are suffering from cancer. Rebecca Solnit, a historian writes about people’s responses to 

disasters and the human capacity to do good. When Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, at least 1,245 people 

died in the disaster. However, she pointed out that “Thousands of people survived Hurricane Katrina because 

grandsons, aunts, neighbors and complete strangers reached out to those in need throughout the Gulf Coast.  An 

armada of boat owners from the surrounding communities and as far away as Texas went to New Orleans to 

pull stranded people to safety.” We don’t see people in terms of political allegiance or skin color or sexual 

orientation, or religion in times of crisis. We see them as fellow human beings. All things that divide us can be 

as nothing when we see others as fellow human beings. Come-Passion means to “suffer together,” and it is a 

bridge to overcoming division among us that helps us to stand with others.  

Jew and Gentile distinction was not important in leper colonies or in the presence of Christ. When they 

asked for help, Jesus asked them, “are you Jew or pagan?” Taking a good look at them, Jesus said, “Go, show 

yourselves to the priests.” Showing themselves to a priest after healing was according to the law (Lev. 14:2-32) 

Jesus didn’t care about their ethnicity or religious belief at all. He saw their suffering. He saw them as God’s 

beloved children and healed them with the great love of God.  

Edwin Markham wrote a poem, “Outwitted.” I will read it for you. “He drew a circle that shut me out- 

Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. / But love and I had the wit to win: / We drew a circle and took him In!” I 

believe this is what Christ has done. People drew a circle and pushed some people out, but Jesus with love and 

wit, drew a larger circle and took them all in! We are called to do the same.  

To do this, we first need to see what happens to us.  The ten men went and they were made clean. When 

the Samaritan man saw that he was healed, he turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He got down on his 

face at the feet of Jesus and thanked Him. Because he saw what had happened, he changed his direction and 

came to Jesus and received salvation. We first see what God has done for us and how God has made a 

difference in our lives. The more we see, the more we can be grateful and gladly follow the ways of Jesus, even 

though that way is a narrow path between a rock and a hard space. We will not see the world as black and white 

or as friend or foe. Rather we will see that we can be who we are because of others whom God dearly loves. 

An anthropologist went to Africa to observe tribal life. Kids in the tribe were curious about this stranger 

and followed him. As children gathered around him, he suggested a game. He put candies in a basket and hung 

it in a tree and told the kids that he would give all the candy to the first one who reached the tree. Do you know 

what happened? All children held hands and ran together to the tree. Once they reached the tree, they sat around 

the tree in a circle and shared the candies, laughing and enjoying. The anthropologist was so surprised by their 

action he inquired of a boy who could run faster than the other kids. The boy responded, “how can I be happy 

while the other kids are sad.” All the kids shouted, “Ubuntu!,” which means “I am, because we are.”  

The healing encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan leper converts the borderlands between Galilee 

and Samaria from a forbidden wasteland to a sacred place. By proclaiming the salvation of a Samaritan, Jesus 

reminds us that no one is excluded in God’s circle of love. Think of the things that divide us and say “no” to 

them. Do you see this flower blooming in a crack? Life cannot bloom on a hard rock, but it blooms between a 

rock and a hard place. The crack opens wider as life persists.  New life can bloom as the seed of love grows in 

this ‘in-between space.” We are the seed Christ has planted in this space. A narrow space and maybe a difficult 

place, but we believe that love is stronger than hate and life is stronger than death. Jesus Christ, the source of 

eternal life, will work with us. So, my friends, let us go to the margins and be friends with the poor and the 

marginalized. Be friends with those who are different from us. Bloom a flower of love Christ planted in us! 

Amen.  
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died in the disaster. However, she pointed out that “Thousands of people survived Hurricane Katrina because 

grandsons, aunts, neighbors and complete strangers reached out to those in need throughout the Gulf Coast.  An 

armada of boat owners from the surrounding communities and as far away as Texas went to New Orleans to 

pull stranded people to safety.” We don’t see people in terms of political allegiance or skin color or sexual 

orientation, or religion in times of crisis. We see them as fellow human beings. All things that divide us can be 

as nothing when we see others as fellow human beings. Come-Passion means to “suffer together,” and it is a 

bridge to overcoming division among us that helps us to stand with others.  

Jew and Gentile distinction was not important in leper colonies or in the presence of Christ. When they 

asked for help, Jesus asked them, “are you Jew or pagan?” Taking a good look at them, Jesus said, “Go, show 

yourselves to the priests.” Showing themselves to a priest after healing was according to the law (Lev. 14:2-32) 

Jesus didn’t care about their ethnicity or religious belief at all. He saw their suffering. He saw them as God’s 

beloved children and healed them with the great love of God.  

Edwin Markham wrote a poem, “Outwitted.” I will read it for you. “He drew a circle that shut me out- 

Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. / But love and I had the wit to win: / We drew a circle and took him In!” I 

believe this is what Christ has done. People drew a circle and pushed some people out, but Jesus with love and 

wit, drew a larger circle and took them all in! We are called to do the same.  

To do this, we first need to see what happens to us.  The ten men went and they were made clean. When 

the Samaritan man saw that he was healed, he turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He got down on his 

face at the feet of Jesus and thanked Him. Because he saw what had happened, he changed his direction and 

came to Jesus and received salvation. We first see what God has done for us and how God has made a 

difference in our lives. The more we see, the more we can be grateful and gladly follow the ways of Jesus, even 

though that way is a narrow path between a rock and a hard space. We will not see the world as black and white 

or as friend or foe. Rather we will see that we can be who we are because of others whom God dearly loves. 

An anthropologist went to Africa to observe tribal life. Kids in the tribe were curious about this stranger 

and followed him. As children gathered around him, he suggested a game. He put candies in a basket and hung 

it in a tree and told the kids that he would give all the candy to the first one who reached the tree. Do you know 

what happened? All children held hands and ran together to the tree. Once they reached the tree, they sat around 

the tree in a circle and shared the candies, laughing and enjoying. The anthropologist was so surprised by their 

action he inquired of a boy who could run faster than the other kids. The boy responded, “how can I be happy 

while the other kids are sad.” All the kids shouted, “Ubuntu!,” which means “I am, because we are.”  

The healing encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan leper converts the borderlands between Galilee 

and Samaria from a forbidden wasteland to a sacred place. By proclaiming the salvation of a Samaritan, Jesus 

reminds us that no one is excluded in God’s circle of love. Think of the things that divide us and say “no” to 

them. Do you see this flower blooming in a crack? Life cannot bloom on a hard rock, but it blooms between a 

rock and a hard place. The crack opens wider as life persists.  New life can bloom as the seed of love grows in 

this ‘in-between space.” We are the seed Christ has planted in this space. A narrow space and maybe a difficult 

place, but we believe that love is stronger than hate and life is stronger than death. Jesus Christ, the source of 

eternal life, will work with us. So, my friends, let us go to the margins and be friends with the poor and the 

marginalized. Be friends with those who are different from us. Bloom a flower of love Christ planted in us! 

Amen.  
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As the midterm elections approach, we hear many divisive words from politicians. Political talk grows 

more heated and even ugly. Some experts are concerned about the high possibility of rising political violence. 

According to a New York Times report, posts mentioning civil war are flaring on many social media sites.1 As a 

way to get more votes, politicians use the term “civil war” to stimulate their supporters’ sense of urgency and 

fear. They paint their opponents as being a threat to the nation, while they try to make people believe that they 

can save the nation from doom. Growing numbers of people worry that civil war could happen in the near 

future. I believe that most of us would agree that we are living in a very divisive time. Some say we live in a 

time of political tribalism. Red or Blue. There seems to be no middle ground.   

Our United Methodist Church is also divided into two tribes in terms of their position on full LGBTQ 

inclusion. This year in the Florida Conference, 16 candidates for provisional membership failed to get approved 

by the clergy session because of the presence of openly gay candidates in this year’s group. 75 percent in favor 

is required for approval but they failed to get 75 percent. Some clergy chose to disapprove all 16 candidates 

because of two candidates they opposed. We are called to draw a circle wider to include all people in God’s 

love, but instead we draw a circle that shuts others out, if they appear different from us. There seems to be no 

middle ground on this issue of full LGBTQ inclusion. We feel that we are standing between a rock and a hard 

place, but we also believe there is still hope for healing and reconciliation and Jesus, our Lord, teaches us how! 

 

Between Samaria and Galilee 

In today’s text, we read another miraculous story of Jesus healing ten men with a skin disease.  They 

cried for help; Jesus responded; and the healing occurred. It sounds like another typical healing story, but what 

matters in this text is the location where this healing encounter took place. As Jesus made his way toward 

Jerusalem, he was going through the region BETWEEN Samaria and Galilee. This encounter happens in a 

borderland.  

As we all know, the Israelites and Samaritans did not get along well due to a centuries-long history of 

religious rivalry and ethnic friction. While they shared common ancestry and overlapping religious beliefs, they 

considered one another enemies. Pious Jews would never go to the region of Samaria, a land of "half-breeds" 

and pagans. Of course, Samaritans were hostile toward the Jews who looked down on them. Although there was 

no physical border between Samaria and Galilee, everyone understood the dividing wall between them.  On the 

way to Jerusalem, Jesus passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee and entered into a certain village in 

this borderland that was neither Samaria nor Galilee.  

A borderland is a distinctive place. It is the margin of the socio-political center so typically it is the place 

for the social outcasts and the marginalized.  It has been said that “the prohibited and forbidden are its 

inhabitants.” Perhaps, that’s why these lepers had made their colony near this border town. David Lose said, 

“they live “between regions” in a “no-man’s” land of being socially, religiously, and physically unclean.”2 Jesus 

attended to those at the margins in his ministry and came to this town in the borderland.  

 

A Borderland Became a Place of Healing and Salvation 

As he entered the village, ten men, all lepers, met him. They kept their distance but raised their voices, 

calling out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” Their skin disease was a condition that caused them physical 

and mental suffering, social isolation, and economic deprivation. They had become no one because of their 

disease and were social discriminated against due to their disease. The interesting point is that at least one of 

them was a Samaritan. From the Jewish perspective, this man was a Samaritan and hence a social outcast and a 

religious heretic. He was one that a Jew should not get involved with, yet he was accepted in this group of men 

with leprosy. Their common problem and suffering render the distinction between Jew and Gentile unimportant.  
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According to a New York Times report, posts mentioning civil war are flaring on many social media sites.1 As a 
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is required for approval but they failed to get 75 percent. Some clergy chose to disapprove all 16 candidates 

because of two candidates they opposed. We are called to draw a circle wider to include all people in God’s 

love, but instead we draw a circle that shuts others out, if they appear different from us. There seems to be no 

middle ground on this issue of full LGBTQ inclusion. We feel that we are standing between a rock and a hard 

place, but we also believe there is still hope for healing and reconciliation and Jesus, our Lord, teaches us how! 

 

Between Samaria and Galilee 

In today’s text, we read another miraculous story of Jesus healing ten men with a skin disease.  They 

cried for help; Jesus responded; and the healing occurred. It sounds like another typical healing story, but what 

matters in this text is the location where this healing encounter took place. As Jesus made his way toward 

Jerusalem, he was going through the region BETWEEN Samaria and Galilee. This encounter happens in a 

borderland.  

As we all know, the Israelites and Samaritans did not get along well due to a centuries-long history of 

religious rivalry and ethnic friction. While they shared common ancestry and overlapping religious beliefs, they 

considered one another enemies. Pious Jews would never go to the region of Samaria, a land of "half-breeds" 

and pagans. Of course, Samaritans were hostile toward the Jews who looked down on them. Although there was 

no physical border between Samaria and Galilee, everyone understood the dividing wall between them.  On the 

way to Jerusalem, Jesus passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee and entered into a certain village in 

this borderland that was neither Samaria nor Galilee.  

A borderland is a distinctive place. It is the margin of the socio-political center so typically it is the place 

for the social outcasts and the marginalized.  It has been said that “the prohibited and forbidden are its 

inhabitants.” Perhaps, that’s why these lepers had made their colony near this border town. David Lose said, 

“they live “between regions” in a “no-man’s” land of being socially, religiously, and physically unclean.”2 Jesus 

attended to those at the margins in his ministry and came to this town in the borderland.  

 

A Borderland Became a Place of Healing and Salvation 

As he entered the village, ten men, all lepers, met him. They kept their distance but raised their voices, 

calling out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” Their skin disease was a condition that caused them physical 

and mental suffering, social isolation, and economic deprivation. They had become no one because of their 

disease and were social discriminated against due to their disease. The interesting point is that at least one of 

them was a Samaritan. From the Jewish perspective, this man was a Samaritan and hence a social outcast and a 

religious heretic. He was one that a Jew should not get involved with, yet he was accepted in this group of men 

with leprosy. Their common problem and suffering render the distinction between Jew and Gentile unimportant.  
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A serious illness or life crisis can turn our world upside down but they also reveal to us what’s really 

important and what’s not. Suffering does not isolate us but can be our bridge to connection with our neighbors 

who suffer. If you are a cancer survivor, you know how precious this given moment is and how to bring a small 

light to those who are suffering from cancer. Rebecca Solnit, a historian writes about people’s responses to 

disasters and the human capacity to do good. When Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, at least 1,245 people 

died in the disaster. However, she pointed out that “Thousands of people survived Hurricane Katrina because 

grandsons, aunts, neighbors and complete strangers reached out to those in need throughout the Gulf Coast.  An 

armada of boat owners from the surrounding communities and as far away as Texas went to New Orleans to 

pull stranded people to safety.” We don’t see people in terms of political allegiance or skin color or sexual 

orientation, or religion in times of crisis. We see them as fellow human beings. All things that divide us can be 

as nothing when we see others as fellow human beings. Come-Passion means to “suffer together,” and it is a 

bridge to overcoming division among us that helps us to stand with others.  

Jew and Gentile distinction was not important in leper colonies or in the presence of Christ. When they 

asked for help, Jesus asked them, “are you Jew or pagan?” Taking a good look at them, Jesus said, “Go, show 

yourselves to the priests.” Showing themselves to a priest after healing was according to the law (Lev. 14:2-32) 

Jesus didn’t care about their ethnicity or religious belief at all. He saw their suffering. He saw them as God’s 

beloved children and healed them with the great love of God.  

Edwin Markham wrote a poem, “Outwitted.” I will read it for you. “He drew a circle that shut me out- 

Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. / But love and I had the wit to win: / We drew a circle and took him In!” I 

believe this is what Christ has done. People drew a circle and pushed some people out, but Jesus with love and 

wit, drew a larger circle and took them all in! We are called to do the same.  

To do this, we first need to see what happens to us.  The ten men went and they were made clean. When 

the Samaritan man saw that he was healed, he turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He got down on his 

face at the feet of Jesus and thanked Him. Because he saw what had happened, he changed his direction and 

came to Jesus and received salvation. We first see what God has done for us and how God has made a 

difference in our lives. The more we see, the more we can be grateful and gladly follow the ways of Jesus, even 

though that way is a narrow path between a rock and a hard space. We will not see the world as black and white 

or as friend or foe. Rather we will see that we can be who we are because of others whom God dearly loves. 

An anthropologist went to Africa to observe tribal life. Kids in the tribe were curious about this stranger 

and followed him. As children gathered around him, he suggested a game. He put candies in a basket and hung 

it in a tree and told the kids that he would give all the candy to the first one who reached the tree. Do you know 

what happened? All children held hands and ran together to the tree. Once they reached the tree, they sat around 

the tree in a circle and shared the candies, laughing and enjoying. The anthropologist was so surprised by their 

action he inquired of a boy who could run faster than the other kids. The boy responded, “how can I be happy 

while the other kids are sad.” All the kids shouted, “Ubuntu!,” which means “I am, because we are.”  

The healing encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan leper converts the borderlands between Galilee 

and Samaria from a forbidden wasteland to a sacred place. By proclaiming the salvation of a Samaritan, Jesus 

reminds us that no one is excluded in God’s circle of love. Think of the things that divide us and say “no” to 

them. Do you see this flower blooming in a crack? Life cannot bloom on a hard rock, but it blooms between a 

rock and a hard place. The crack opens wider as life persists.  New life can bloom as the seed of love grows in 

this ‘in-between space.” We are the seed Christ has planted in this space. A narrow space and maybe a difficult 

place, but we believe that love is stronger than hate and life is stronger than death. Jesus Christ, the source of 

eternal life, will work with us. So, my friends, let us go to the margins and be friends with the poor and the 

marginalized. Be friends with those who are different from us. Bloom a flower of love Christ planted in us! 

Amen.  
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light to those who are suffering from cancer. Rebecca Solnit, a historian writes about people’s responses to 

disasters and the human capacity to do good. When Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, at least 1,245 people 

died in the disaster. However, she pointed out that “Thousands of people survived Hurricane Katrina because 

grandsons, aunts, neighbors and complete strangers reached out to those in need throughout the Gulf Coast.  An 

armada of boat owners from the surrounding communities and as far away as Texas went to New Orleans to 

pull stranded people to safety.” We don’t see people in terms of political allegiance or skin color or sexual 

orientation, or religion in times of crisis. We see them as fellow human beings. All things that divide us can be 

as nothing when we see others as fellow human beings. Come-Passion means to “suffer together,” and it is a 

bridge to overcoming division among us that helps us to stand with others.  

Jew and Gentile distinction was not important in leper colonies or in the presence of Christ. When they 

asked for help, Jesus asked them, “are you Jew or pagan?” Taking a good look at them, Jesus said, “Go, show 

yourselves to the priests.” Showing themselves to a priest after healing was according to the law (Lev. 14:2-32) 

Jesus didn’t care about their ethnicity or religious belief at all. He saw their suffering. He saw them as God’s 

beloved children and healed them with the great love of God.  

Edwin Markham wrote a poem, “Outwitted.” I will read it for you. “He drew a circle that shut me out- 

Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. / But love and I had the wit to win: / We drew a circle and took him In!” I 

believe this is what Christ has done. People drew a circle and pushed some people out, but Jesus with love and 

wit, drew a larger circle and took them all in! We are called to do the same.  

To do this, we first need to see what happens to us.  The ten men went and they were made clean. When 

the Samaritan man saw that he was healed, he turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He got down on his 

face at the feet of Jesus and thanked Him. Because he saw what had happened, he changed his direction and 

came to Jesus and received salvation. We first see what God has done for us and how God has made a 

difference in our lives. The more we see, the more we can be grateful and gladly follow the ways of Jesus, even 

though that way is a narrow path between a rock and a hard space. We will not see the world as black and white 

or as friend or foe. Rather we will see that we can be who we are because of others whom God dearly loves. 

An anthropologist went to Africa to observe tribal life. Kids in the tribe were curious about this stranger 

and followed him. As children gathered around him, he suggested a game. He put candies in a basket and hung 

it in a tree and told the kids that he would give all the candy to the first one who reached the tree. Do you know 

what happened? All children held hands and ran together to the tree. Once they reached the tree, they sat around 

the tree in a circle and shared the candies, laughing and enjoying. The anthropologist was so surprised by their 

action he inquired of a boy who could run faster than the other kids. The boy responded, “how can I be happy 

while the other kids are sad.” All the kids shouted, “Ubuntu!,” which means “I am, because we are.”  

The healing encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan leper converts the borderlands between Galilee 

and Samaria from a forbidden wasteland to a sacred place. By proclaiming the salvation of a Samaritan, Jesus 

reminds us that no one is excluded in God’s circle of love. Think of the things that divide us and say “no” to 

them. Do you see this flower blooming in a crack? Life cannot bloom on a hard rock, but it blooms between a 

rock and a hard place. The crack opens wider as life persists.  New life can bloom as the seed of love grows in 

this ‘in-between space.” We are the seed Christ has planted in this space. A narrow space and maybe a difficult 

place, but we believe that love is stronger than hate and life is stronger than death. Jesus Christ, the source of 

eternal life, will work with us. So, my friends, let us go to the margins and be friends with the poor and the 

marginalized. Be friends with those who are different from us. Bloom a flower of love Christ planted in us! 

Amen.  

 

 

 



 1

Blooming Between a Rock and a Hard Place 

Luke 17:11-19 

 

An Age of Tribalism  

As the midterm elections approach, we hear many divisive words from politicians. Political talk grows 

more heated and even ugly. Some experts are concerned about the high possibility of rising political violence. 

According to a New York Times report, posts mentioning civil war are flaring on many social media sites.1 As a 

way to get more votes, politicians use the term “civil war” to stimulate their supporters’ sense of urgency and 

fear. They paint their opponents as being a threat to the nation, while they try to make people believe that they 

can save the nation from doom. Growing numbers of people worry that civil war could happen in the near 

future. I believe that most of us would agree that we are living in a very divisive time. Some say we live in a 

time of political tribalism. Red or Blue. There seems to be no middle ground.   

Our United Methodist Church is also divided into two tribes in terms of their position on full LGBTQ 

inclusion. This year in the Florida Conference, 16 candidates for provisional membership failed to get approved 

by the clergy session because of the presence of openly gay candidates in this year’s group. 75 percent in favor 

is required for approval but they failed to get 75 percent. Some clergy chose to disapprove all 16 candidates 

because of two candidates they opposed. We are called to draw a circle wider to include all people in God’s 

love, but instead we draw a circle that shuts others out, if they appear different from us. There seems to be no 

middle ground on this issue of full LGBTQ inclusion. We feel that we are standing between a rock and a hard 

place, but we also believe there is still hope for healing and reconciliation and Jesus, our Lord, teaches us how! 

 

Between Samaria and Galilee 

In today’s text, we read another miraculous story of Jesus healing ten men with a skin disease.  They 

cried for help; Jesus responded; and the healing occurred. It sounds like another typical healing story, but what 

matters in this text is the location where this healing encounter took place. As Jesus made his way toward 

Jerusalem, he was going through the region BETWEEN Samaria and Galilee. This encounter happens in a 

borderland.  

As we all know, the Israelites and Samaritans did not get along well due to a centuries-long history of 

religious rivalry and ethnic friction. While they shared common ancestry and overlapping religious beliefs, they 

considered one another enemies. Pious Jews would never go to the region of Samaria, a land of "half-breeds" 

and pagans. Of course, Samaritans were hostile toward the Jews who looked down on them. Although there was 

no physical border between Samaria and Galilee, everyone understood the dividing wall between them.  On the 

way to Jerusalem, Jesus passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee and entered into a certain village in 

this borderland that was neither Samaria nor Galilee.  

A borderland is a distinctive place. It is the margin of the socio-political center so typically it is the place 

for the social outcasts and the marginalized.  It has been said that “the prohibited and forbidden are its 

inhabitants.” Perhaps, that’s why these lepers had made their colony near this border town. David Lose said, 

“they live “between regions” in a “no-man’s” land of being socially, religiously, and physically unclean.”2 Jesus 

attended to those at the margins in his ministry and came to this town in the borderland.  

 

A Borderland Became a Place of Healing and Salvation 

As he entered the village, ten men, all lepers, met him. They kept their distance but raised their voices, 

calling out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” Their skin disease was a condition that caused them physical 

and mental suffering, social isolation, and economic deprivation. They had become no one because of their 

disease and were social discriminated against due to their disease. The interesting point is that at least one of 

them was a Samaritan. From the Jewish perspective, this man was a Samaritan and hence a social outcast and a 

religious heretic. He was one that a Jew should not get involved with, yet he was accepted in this group of men 

with leprosy. Their common problem and suffering render the distinction between Jew and Gentile unimportant.  
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In today’s text, we read another miraculous story of Jesus healing ten men with a skin disease.  They 

cried for help; Jesus responded; and the healing occurred. It sounds like another typical healing story, but what 

matters in this text is the location where this healing encounter took place. As Jesus made his way toward 

Jerusalem, he was going through the region BETWEEN Samaria and Galilee. This encounter happens in a 
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As we all know, the Israelites and Samaritans did not get along well due to a centuries-long history of 

religious rivalry and ethnic friction. While they shared common ancestry and overlapping religious beliefs, they 

considered one another enemies. Pious Jews would never go to the region of Samaria, a land of "half-breeds" 

and pagans. Of course, Samaritans were hostile toward the Jews who looked down on them. Although there was 

no physical border between Samaria and Galilee, everyone understood the dividing wall between them.  On the 

way to Jerusalem, Jesus passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee and entered into a certain village in 

this borderland that was neither Samaria nor Galilee.  

A borderland is a distinctive place. It is the margin of the socio-political center so typically it is the place 

for the social outcasts and the marginalized.  It has been said that “the prohibited and forbidden are its 

inhabitants.” Perhaps, that’s why these lepers had made their colony near this border town. David Lose said, 

“they live “between regions” in a “no-man’s” land of being socially, religiously, and physically unclean.”2 Jesus 

attended to those at the margins in his ministry and came to this town in the borderland.  

 

A Borderland Became a Place of Healing and Salvation 

As he entered the village, ten men, all lepers, met him. They kept their distance but raised their voices, 

calling out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” Their skin disease was a condition that caused them physical 

and mental suffering, social isolation, and economic deprivation. They had become no one because of their 

disease and were social discriminated against due to their disease. The interesting point is that at least one of 

them was a Samaritan. From the Jewish perspective, this man was a Samaritan and hence a social outcast and a 

religious heretic. He was one that a Jew should not get involved with, yet he was accepted in this group of men 

with leprosy. Their common problem and suffering render the distinction between Jew and Gentile unimportant.  
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A serious illness or life crisis can turn our world upside down but they also reveal to us what’s really 

important and what’s not. Suffering does not isolate us but can be our bridge to connection with our neighbors 

who suffer. If you are a cancer survivor, you know how precious this given moment is and how to bring a small 

light to those who are suffering from cancer. Rebecca Solnit, a historian writes about people’s responses to 

disasters and the human capacity to do good. When Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, at least 1,245 people 

died in the disaster. However, she pointed out that “Thousands of people survived Hurricane Katrina because 

grandsons, aunts, neighbors and complete strangers reached out to those in need throughout the Gulf Coast.  An 

armada of boat owners from the surrounding communities and as far away as Texas went to New Orleans to 

pull stranded people to safety.” We don’t see people in terms of political allegiance or skin color or sexual 

orientation, or religion in times of crisis. We see them as fellow human beings. All things that divide us can be 

as nothing when we see others as fellow human beings. Come-Passion means to “suffer together,” and it is a 

bridge to overcoming division among us that helps us to stand with others.  

Jew and Gentile distinction was not important in leper colonies or in the presence of Christ. When they 

asked for help, Jesus asked them, “are you Jew or pagan?” Taking a good look at them, Jesus said, “Go, show 

yourselves to the priests.” Showing themselves to a priest after healing was according to the law (Lev. 14:2-32) 

Jesus didn’t care about their ethnicity or religious belief at all. He saw their suffering. He saw them as God’s 

beloved children and healed them with the great love of God.  

Edwin Markham wrote a poem, “Outwitted.” I will read it for you. “He drew a circle that shut me out- 

Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. / But love and I had the wit to win: / We drew a circle and took him In!” I 

believe this is what Christ has done. People drew a circle and pushed some people out, but Jesus with love and 

wit, drew a larger circle and took them all in! We are called to do the same.  

To do this, we first need to see what happens to us.  The ten men went and they were made clean. When 

the Samaritan man saw that he was healed, he turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He got down on his 

face at the feet of Jesus and thanked Him. Because he saw what had happened, he changed his direction and 

came to Jesus and received salvation. We first see what God has done for us and how God has made a 

difference in our lives. The more we see, the more we can be grateful and gladly follow the ways of Jesus, even 

though that way is a narrow path between a rock and a hard space. We will not see the world as black and white 

or as friend or foe. Rather we will see that we can be who we are because of others whom God dearly loves. 

An anthropologist went to Africa to observe tribal life. Kids in the tribe were curious about this stranger 

and followed him. As children gathered around him, he suggested a game. He put candies in a basket and hung 

it in a tree and told the kids that he would give all the candy to the first one who reached the tree. Do you know 

what happened? All children held hands and ran together to the tree. Once they reached the tree, they sat around 

the tree in a circle and shared the candies, laughing and enjoying. The anthropologist was so surprised by their 

action he inquired of a boy who could run faster than the other kids. The boy responded, “how can I be happy 

while the other kids are sad.” All the kids shouted, “Ubuntu!,” which means “I am, because we are.”  

The healing encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan leper converts the borderlands between Galilee 

and Samaria from a forbidden wasteland to a sacred place. By proclaiming the salvation of a Samaritan, Jesus 

reminds us that no one is excluded in God’s circle of love. Think of the things that divide us and say “no” to 

them. Do you see this flower blooming in a crack? Life cannot bloom on a hard rock, but it blooms between a 

rock and a hard place. The crack opens wider as life persists.  New life can bloom as the seed of love grows in 

this ‘in-between space.” We are the seed Christ has planted in this space. A narrow space and maybe a difficult 

place, but we believe that love is stronger than hate and life is stronger than death. Jesus Christ, the source of 

eternal life, will work with us. So, my friends, let us go to the margins and be friends with the poor and the 

marginalized. Be friends with those who are different from us. Bloom a flower of love Christ planted in us! 

Amen.  
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important and what’s not. Suffering does not isolate us but can be our bridge to connection with our neighbors 

who suffer. If you are a cancer survivor, you know how precious this given moment is and how to bring a small 

light to those who are suffering from cancer. Rebecca Solnit, a historian writes about people’s responses to 

disasters and the human capacity to do good. When Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, at least 1,245 people 

died in the disaster. However, she pointed out that “Thousands of people survived Hurricane Katrina because 

grandsons, aunts, neighbors and complete strangers reached out to those in need throughout the Gulf Coast.  An 

armada of boat owners from the surrounding communities and as far away as Texas went to New Orleans to 

pull stranded people to safety.” We don’t see people in terms of political allegiance or skin color or sexual 

orientation, or religion in times of crisis. We see them as fellow human beings. All things that divide us can be 

as nothing when we see others as fellow human beings. Come-Passion means to “suffer together,” and it is a 

bridge to overcoming division among us that helps us to stand with others.  

Jew and Gentile distinction was not important in leper colonies or in the presence of Christ. When they 

asked for help, Jesus asked them, “are you Jew or pagan?” Taking a good look at them, Jesus said, “Go, show 

yourselves to the priests.” Showing themselves to a priest after healing was according to the law (Lev. 14:2-32) 

Jesus didn’t care about their ethnicity or religious belief at all. He saw their suffering. He saw them as God’s 

beloved children and healed them with the great love of God.  

Edwin Markham wrote a poem, “Outwitted.” I will read it for you. “He drew a circle that shut me out- 

Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. / But love and I had the wit to win: / We drew a circle and took him In!” I 

believe this is what Christ has done. People drew a circle and pushed some people out, but Jesus with love and 

wit, drew a larger circle and took them all in! We are called to do the same.  

To do this, we first need to see what happens to us.  The ten men went and they were made clean. When 

the Samaritan man saw that he was healed, he turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He got down on his 

face at the feet of Jesus and thanked Him. Because he saw what had happened, he changed his direction and 

came to Jesus and received salvation. We first see what God has done for us and how God has made a 

difference in our lives. The more we see, the more we can be grateful and gladly follow the ways of Jesus, even 

though that way is a narrow path between a rock and a hard space. We will not see the world as black and white 

or as friend or foe. Rather we will see that we can be who we are because of others whom God dearly loves. 

An anthropologist went to Africa to observe tribal life. Kids in the tribe were curious about this stranger 

and followed him. As children gathered around him, he suggested a game. He put candies in a basket and hung 

it in a tree and told the kids that he would give all the candy to the first one who reached the tree. Do you know 

what happened? All children held hands and ran together to the tree. Once they reached the tree, they sat around 

the tree in a circle and shared the candies, laughing and enjoying. The anthropologist was so surprised by their 

action he inquired of a boy who could run faster than the other kids. The boy responded, “how can I be happy 

while the other kids are sad.” All the kids shouted, “Ubuntu!,” which means “I am, because we are.”  

The healing encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan leper converts the borderlands between Galilee 

and Samaria from a forbidden wasteland to a sacred place. By proclaiming the salvation of a Samaritan, Jesus 

reminds us that no one is excluded in God’s circle of love. Think of the things that divide us and say “no” to 

them. Do you see this flower blooming in a crack? Life cannot bloom on a hard rock, but it blooms between a 

rock and a hard place. The crack opens wider as life persists.  New life can bloom as the seed of love grows in 

this ‘in-between space.” We are the seed Christ has planted in this space. A narrow space and maybe a difficult 

place, but we believe that love is stronger than hate and life is stronger than death. Jesus Christ, the source of 

eternal life, will work with us. So, my friends, let us go to the margins and be friends with the poor and the 

marginalized. Be friends with those who are different from us. Bloom a flower of love Christ planted in us! 

Amen.  
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As the midterm elections approach, we hear many divisive words from politicians. Political talk grows 

more heated and even ugly. Some experts are concerned about the high possibility of rising political violence. 

According to a New York Times report, posts mentioning civil war are flaring on many social media sites.1 As a 

way to get more votes, politicians use the term “civil war” to stimulate their supporters’ sense of urgency and 

fear. They paint their opponents as being a threat to the nation, while they try to make people believe that they 

can save the nation from doom. Growing numbers of people worry that civil war could happen in the near 

future. I believe that most of us would agree that we are living in a very divisive time. Some say we live in a 

time of political tribalism. Red or Blue. There seems to be no middle ground.   

Our United Methodist Church is also divided into two tribes in terms of their position on full LGBTQ 

inclusion. This year in the Florida Conference, 16 candidates for provisional membership failed to get approved 

by the clergy session because of the presence of openly gay candidates in this year’s group. 75 percent in favor 

is required for approval but they failed to get 75 percent. Some clergy chose to disapprove all 16 candidates 

because of two candidates they opposed. We are called to draw a circle wider to include all people in God’s 

love, but instead we draw a circle that shuts others out, if they appear different from us. There seems to be no 

middle ground on this issue of full LGBTQ inclusion. We feel that we are standing between a rock and a hard 

place, but we also believe there is still hope for healing and reconciliation and Jesus, our Lord, teaches us how! 

 

Between Samaria and Galilee 

In today’s text, we read another miraculous story of Jesus healing ten men with a skin disease.  They 

cried for help; Jesus responded; and the healing occurred. It sounds like another typical healing story, but what 

matters in this text is the location where this healing encounter took place. As Jesus made his way toward 

Jerusalem, he was going through the region BETWEEN Samaria and Galilee. This encounter happens in a 

borderland.  

As we all know, the Israelites and Samaritans did not get along well due to a centuries-long history of 

religious rivalry and ethnic friction. While they shared common ancestry and overlapping religious beliefs, they 

considered one another enemies. Pious Jews would never go to the region of Samaria, a land of "half-breeds" 

and pagans. Of course, Samaritans were hostile toward the Jews who looked down on them. Although there was 

no physical border between Samaria and Galilee, everyone understood the dividing wall between them.  On the 

way to Jerusalem, Jesus passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee and entered into a certain village in 

this borderland that was neither Samaria nor Galilee.  

A borderland is a distinctive place. It is the margin of the socio-political center so typically it is the place 

for the social outcasts and the marginalized.  It has been said that “the prohibited and forbidden are its 

inhabitants.” Perhaps, that’s why these lepers had made their colony near this border town. David Lose said, 

“they live “between regions” in a “no-man’s” land of being socially, religiously, and physically unclean.”2 Jesus 

attended to those at the margins in his ministry and came to this town in the borderland.  

 

A Borderland Became a Place of Healing and Salvation 

As he entered the village, ten men, all lepers, met him. They kept their distance but raised their voices, 

calling out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” Their skin disease was a condition that caused them physical 

and mental suffering, social isolation, and economic deprivation. They had become no one because of their 

disease and were social discriminated against due to their disease. The interesting point is that at least one of 

them was a Samaritan. From the Jewish perspective, this man was a Samaritan and hence a social outcast and a 

religious heretic. He was one that a Jew should not get involved with, yet he was accepted in this group of men 

with leprosy. Their common problem and suffering render the distinction between Jew and Gentile unimportant.  
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it in a tree and told the kids that he would give all the candy to the first one who reached the tree. Do you know 

what happened? All children held hands and ran together to the tree. Once they reached the tree, they sat around 

the tree in a circle and shared the candies, laughing and enjoying. The anthropologist was so surprised by their 

action he inquired of a boy who could run faster than the other kids. The boy responded, “how can I be happy 
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as nothing when we see others as fellow human beings. Come-Passion means to “suffer together,” and it is a 
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believe this is what Christ has done. People drew a circle and pushed some people out, but Jesus with love and 

wit, drew a larger circle and took them all in! We are called to do the same.  

To do this, we first need to see what happens to us.  The ten men went and they were made clean. When 

the Samaritan man saw that he was healed, he turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He got down on his 

face at the feet of Jesus and thanked Him. Because he saw what had happened, he changed his direction and 

came to Jesus and received salvation. We first see what God has done for us and how God has made a 

difference in our lives. The more we see, the more we can be grateful and gladly follow the ways of Jesus, even 

though that way is a narrow path between a rock and a hard space. We will not see the world as black and white 

or as friend or foe. Rather we will see that we can be who we are because of others whom God dearly loves. 

An anthropologist went to Africa to observe tribal life. Kids in the tribe were curious about this stranger 

and followed him. As children gathered around him, he suggested a game. He put candies in a basket and hung 

it in a tree and told the kids that he would give all the candy to the first one who reached the tree. Do you know 

what happened? All children held hands and ran together to the tree. Once they reached the tree, they sat around 

the tree in a circle and shared the candies, laughing and enjoying. The anthropologist was so surprised by their 

action he inquired of a boy who could run faster than the other kids. The boy responded, “how can I be happy 

while the other kids are sad.” All the kids shouted, “Ubuntu!,” which means “I am, because we are.”  

The healing encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan leper converts the borderlands between Galilee 
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marginalized. Be friends with those who are different from us. Bloom a flower of love Christ planted in us! 

Amen.  
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considered one another enemies. Pious Jews would never go to the region of Samaria, a land of "half-breeds" 

and pagans. Of course, Samaritans were hostile toward the Jews who looked down on them. Although there was 

no physical border between Samaria and Galilee, everyone understood the dividing wall between them.  On the 

way to Jerusalem, Jesus passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee and entered into a certain village in 

this borderland that was neither Samaria nor Galilee.  

A borderland is a distinctive place. It is the margin of the socio-political center so typically it is the place 

for the social outcasts and the marginalized.  It has been said that “the prohibited and forbidden are its 

inhabitants.” Perhaps, that’s why these lepers had made their colony near this border town. David Lose said, 

“they live “between regions” in a “no-man’s” land of being socially, religiously, and physically unclean.”2 Jesus 

attended to those at the margins in his ministry and came to this town in the borderland.  

 

A Borderland Became a Place of Healing and Salvation 

As he entered the village, ten men, all lepers, met him. They kept their distance but raised their voices, 

calling out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” Their skin disease was a condition that caused them physical 

and mental suffering, social isolation, and economic deprivation. They had become no one because of their 

disease and were social discriminated against due to their disease. The interesting point is that at least one of 

them was a Samaritan. From the Jewish perspective, this man was a Samaritan and hence a social outcast and a 

religious heretic. He was one that a Jew should not get involved with, yet he was accepted in this group of men 

with leprosy. Their common problem and suffering render the distinction between Jew and Gentile unimportant.  
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A serious illness or life crisis can turn our world upside down but they also reveal to us what’s really 

important and what’s not. Suffering does not isolate us but can be our bridge to connection with our neighbors 

who suffer. If you are a cancer survivor, you know how precious this given moment is and how to bring a small 

light to those who are suffering from cancer. Rebecca Solnit, a historian writes about people’s responses to 

disasters and the human capacity to do good. When Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, at least 1,245 people 

died in the disaster. However, she pointed out that “Thousands of people survived Hurricane Katrina because 

grandsons, aunts, neighbors and complete strangers reached out to those in need throughout the Gulf Coast.  An 

armada of boat owners from the surrounding communities and as far away as Texas went to New Orleans to 

pull stranded people to safety.” We don’t see people in terms of political allegiance or skin color or sexual 

orientation, or religion in times of crisis. We see them as fellow human beings. All things that divide us can be 

as nothing when we see others as fellow human beings. Come-Passion means to “suffer together,” and it is a 

bridge to overcoming division among us that helps us to stand with others.  

Jew and Gentile distinction was not important in leper colonies or in the presence of Christ. When they 

asked for help, Jesus asked them, “are you Jew or pagan?” Taking a good look at them, Jesus said, “Go, show 

yourselves to the priests.” Showing themselves to a priest after healing was according to the law (Lev. 14:2-32) 

Jesus didn’t care about their ethnicity or religious belief at all. He saw their suffering. He saw them as God’s 

beloved children and healed them with the great love of God.  

Edwin Markham wrote a poem, “Outwitted.” I will read it for you. “He drew a circle that shut me out- 

Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. / But love and I had the wit to win: / We drew a circle and took him In!” I 

believe this is what Christ has done. People drew a circle and pushed some people out, but Jesus with love and 

wit, drew a larger circle and took them all in! We are called to do the same.  

To do this, we first need to see what happens to us.  The ten men went and they were made clean. When 

the Samaritan man saw that he was healed, he turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He got down on his 

face at the feet of Jesus and thanked Him. Because he saw what had happened, he changed his direction and 

came to Jesus and received salvation. We first see what God has done for us and how God has made a 

difference in our lives. The more we see, the more we can be grateful and gladly follow the ways of Jesus, even 

though that way is a narrow path between a rock and a hard space. We will not see the world as black and white 

or as friend or foe. Rather we will see that we can be who we are because of others whom God dearly loves. 

An anthropologist went to Africa to observe tribal life. Kids in the tribe were curious about this stranger 

and followed him. As children gathered around him, he suggested a game. He put candies in a basket and hung 

it in a tree and told the kids that he would give all the candy to the first one who reached the tree. Do you know 

what happened? All children held hands and ran together to the tree. Once they reached the tree, they sat around 

the tree in a circle and shared the candies, laughing and enjoying. The anthropologist was so surprised by their 

action he inquired of a boy who could run faster than the other kids. The boy responded, “how can I be happy 

while the other kids are sad.” All the kids shouted, “Ubuntu!,” which means “I am, because we are.”  

The healing encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan leper converts the borderlands between Galilee 

and Samaria from a forbidden wasteland to a sacred place. By proclaiming the salvation of a Samaritan, Jesus 

reminds us that no one is excluded in God’s circle of love. Think of the things that divide us and say “no” to 

them. Do you see this flower blooming in a crack? Life cannot bloom on a hard rock, but it blooms between a 

rock and a hard place. The crack opens wider as life persists.  New life can bloom as the seed of love grows in 

this ‘in-between space.” We are the seed Christ has planted in this space. A narrow space and maybe a difficult 

place, but we believe that love is stronger than hate and life is stronger than death. Jesus Christ, the source of 

eternal life, will work with us. So, my friends, let us go to the margins and be friends with the poor and the 

marginalized. Be friends with those who are different from us. Bloom a flower of love Christ planted in us! 

Amen.  
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2 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-28-3/commentary-on-luke-1711-19 
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A serious illness or life crisis can turn our world upside down but they also reveal to us what’s really 

important and what’s not. Suffering does not isolate us but can be our bridge to connection with our neighbors 

who suffer. If you are a cancer survivor, you know how precious this given moment is and how to bring a small 

light to those who are suffering from cancer. Rebecca Solnit, a historian writes about people’s responses to 

disasters and the human capacity to do good. When Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, at least 1,245 people 

died in the disaster. However, she pointed out that “Thousands of people survived Hurricane Katrina because 

grandsons, aunts, neighbors and complete strangers reached out to those in need throughout the Gulf Coast.  An 

armada of boat owners from the surrounding communities and as far away as Texas went to New Orleans to 

pull stranded people to safety.” We don’t see people in terms of political allegiance or skin color or sexual 

orientation, or religion in times of crisis. We see them as fellow human beings. All things that divide us can be 

as nothing when we see others as fellow human beings. Come-Passion means to “suffer together,” and it is a 

bridge to overcoming division among us that helps us to stand with others.  

Jew and Gentile distinction was not important in leper colonies or in the presence of Christ. When they 

asked for help, Jesus asked them, “are you Jew or pagan?” Taking a good look at them, Jesus said, “Go, show 

yourselves to the priests.” Showing themselves to a priest after healing was according to the law (Lev. 14:2-32) 

Jesus didn’t care about their ethnicity or religious belief at all. He saw their suffering. He saw them as God’s 

beloved children and healed them with the great love of God.  

Edwin Markham wrote a poem, “Outwitted.” I will read it for you. “He drew a circle that shut me out- 

Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. / But love and I had the wit to win: / We drew a circle and took him In!” I 

believe this is what Christ has done. People drew a circle and pushed some people out, but Jesus with love and 

wit, drew a larger circle and took them all in! We are called to do the same.  

To do this, we first need to see what happens to us.  The ten men went and they were made clean. When 

the Samaritan man saw that he was healed, he turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He got down on his 

face at the feet of Jesus and thanked Him. Because he saw what had happened, he changed his direction and 

came to Jesus and received salvation. We first see what God has done for us and how God has made a 

difference in our lives. The more we see, the more we can be grateful and gladly follow the ways of Jesus, even 

though that way is a narrow path between a rock and a hard space. We will not see the world as black and white 

or as friend or foe. Rather we will see that we can be who we are because of others whom God dearly loves. 

An anthropologist went to Africa to observe tribal life. Kids in the tribe were curious about this stranger 

and followed him. As children gathered around him, he suggested a game. He put candies in a basket and hung 

it in a tree and told the kids that he would give all the candy to the first one who reached the tree. Do you know 

what happened? All children held hands and ran together to the tree. Once they reached the tree, they sat around 

the tree in a circle and shared the candies, laughing and enjoying. The anthropologist was so surprised by their 

action he inquired of a boy who could run faster than the other kids. The boy responded, “how can I be happy 

while the other kids are sad.” All the kids shouted, “Ubuntu!,” which means “I am, because we are.”  

The healing encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan leper converts the borderlands between Galilee 

and Samaria from a forbidden wasteland to a sacred place. By proclaiming the salvation of a Samaritan, Jesus 

reminds us that no one is excluded in God’s circle of love. Think of the things that divide us and say “no” to 

them. Do you see this flower blooming in a crack? Life cannot bloom on a hard rock, but it blooms between a 

rock and a hard place. The crack opens wider as life persists.  New life can bloom as the seed of love grows in 

this ‘in-between space.” We are the seed Christ has planted in this space. A narrow space and maybe a difficult 

place, but we believe that love is stronger than hate and life is stronger than death. Jesus Christ, the source of 

eternal life, will work with us. So, my friends, let us go to the margins and be friends with the poor and the 

marginalized. Be friends with those who are different from us. Bloom a flower of love Christ planted in us! 

Amen.  
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Blooming Between a Rock and a Hard Place 

Luke 17:11-19 
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According to a New York Times report, posts mentioning civil war are flaring on many social media sites.1 As a 

way to get more votes, politicians use the term “civil war” to stimulate their supporters’ sense of urgency and 

fear. They paint their opponents as being a threat to the nation, while they try to make people believe that they 
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and pagans. Of course, Samaritans were hostile toward the Jews who looked down on them. Although there was 

no physical border between Samaria and Galilee, everyone understood the dividing wall between them.  On the 
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“they live “between regions” in a “no-man’s” land of being socially, religiously, and physically unclean.”2 Jesus 

attended to those at the margins in his ministry and came to this town in the borderland.  

 

A Borderland Became a Place of Healing and Salvation 

As he entered the village, ten men, all lepers, met him. They kept their distance but raised their voices, 

calling out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” Their skin disease was a condition that caused them physical 

and mental suffering, social isolation, and economic deprivation. They had become no one because of their 

disease and were social discriminated against due to their disease. The interesting point is that at least one of 

them was a Samaritan. From the Jewish perspective, this man was a Samaritan and hence a social outcast and a 

religious heretic. He was one that a Jew should not get involved with, yet he was accepted in this group of men 

with leprosy. Their common problem and suffering render the distinction between Jew and Gentile unimportant.  
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