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September 2022 

 

Focusing on God 

 

 

When the pandemic started in 2020, Juhee and I planted morning glory in our backyard, and we really enjoyed them. We plant-

ed seeds, watered them and gave them fertilizers. We enjoyed watching them grow and bloom their flowers all summer. They are still in 

our backyard this year and bloomed their flowers each morning and glorified God’s creation. But one thing has changed. Juhee and I do 

not tend to them as we had done before. We don’t take the time to attend to or enjoy their beauty, we simply pass by even though the 

morning glory vine covers a part of the backyard entrance. Do you know why? Because we have ‘Joy’ in our house. This small but ener-

getic creature runs all over the house and has brought a lot of joy to us. At the same time, he wants our attention, care and love so Juhee 

and I spend more time and energy to take care of him. As we focus on Joy, our interest in morning glory has declined but regardless of 

our interest or attention, they bloom beautiful flowers every morning.  

Then, I realized that God is more like morning glory than my little Joy. God doesn’t seek for our interests and attention. God 

still emanates God’s grandeur, beauty and grace upon us regardless of how we respond to them. Just like sun rise and morning glory 

blooms, God sends us God’s grace and love every day. All we need is to take a moment and refocus our attention to God and enjoy and 

appreciate God’s presence. Summer is the time when church attendance is low because everyone is enjoying their vacations and doing 

some exciting things. But vacation season will soon end and by Labor Day everything will return to ordinary. But God is still here with 

us and waiting for us to come.  

Jesus said, “the hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Fa-

ther seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24) I 

believe it’s time for us to focus on God and restore our spiritual life. So, my Asbury friends, return to the church on Sunday and attend to 

our God! Your pastor will greet you with a big smile at the door! 

 

 

Peace, 

Yohan Go 
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Finance Commi�ee September 2022 newsle�er ar�cle 

Hello Folks, 

About a week ago Jan Jones, who chairs our Church Council, sent me a link via Messenger about a Library of Congress 

event. It was a Na�onal Book Fes�val Author Talk with Mitch Albom. If you haven’t had a chance to read his book, 

“Tuesdays with Morrie . . . an old man, a young man, and life’s greatest lesson,” you might want to treat yourself to 

some quiet �me and go through this. The interview they did with Mitch Albom was fascina�ng. His life story is amazing; 

a reporter who reconnected with his favorite college professor some 16 years a2er he graduated, Mitch learned that his 

old professor was dealing with a terminal illness and spent a part of every Tuesday a2er they first reconnected to be 

with him.  Spoiler alert:  you’re going to really like this book! Without giving too much away, Mitch concludes that living 

is giving – or is it giving is living?  Either way, there is a message here. Mitch has used his considerable earnings from his 

books to fund chari�es in Detroit (his hometown) and an orphanage in Hai�. He not only provides the funding, but he 

also goes to the places he supports frequently to be alongside the workers and interact with the children and people in 

need that he is trying to help. 

It makes me think of the things we do here at Asbury to lend a helping hand and be a good neighbor. Things like sup-

por�ng a poor village in Guatemala; suppor�ng a missionary couple in Tanzania; dona�ng funds for flood vic�ms in Ken-

tucky; suppor�ng the United Methodist Commi�ee on Relief in all the places they reach people – including Ukrainian 

refugees; working with Lakewood Bap�st Church with the Food for the Soul effort to bring meals directly to people who 

need them; and working with the Social Worker at Holliman Elementary School here in Warwick to make sure young-

sters get proper nutri�on.  I think Mitch would be pleased with these efforts; Morrie too! 

The pledges and gi2s that the people of Asbury give to the church not only help us pay our Pastor and staff, and keep 

the proper�es in decent shape, these pledges and gi2s touch peoples’ lives near and far and make the world a be�er 

place. I recall the saying that goes “here on earth God’s work must truly be our own.”  Thanks to you, Asbury is doing 

that work. 

Our major fundraiser is the Holiday Bazaar set for Saturday, November 5 from 9 AM to 3 PM. Barbara Bishop has already 

announced bread making days at the church, and we know we’ll hear from other table leaders well before that event. 

Between now and then we will be piecing together a proposed budget for 2023 and planning for Pledge Sunday, which is 

October 23. 

Meanwhile, enjoy the remaining weeks of summer. 

Blessings, 

Lee Arnold, Finance Chair 
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Chancel Guild wishes to express apprecia�on to 

Warren Cole, Marian Styles-McClintock and Lori 

Brierly for providing the altar flowers this sum-

mer.  Marian brought beau�ful sunflowers.   Lori 

bought beau�ful flowers and then donated them 

to Alice Pace for her birthday and Warren de-

lighted us with flowers from his garden. 

Thank you from all of us! 

(And Warren, we love the trumpet playing with 

Hanna!) 

 

Electronic Giving is a con-

venient, consistent way to 

help our church grow.  

Consider scheduling a recur-

ring electronic contribu�on 

today. It’s easy! You will no 

longer need to write out 

checks and prepare enve-

lopes every week. Even 

when travel, illness or other 

circumstances  prevent you 

from a�ending  services, 

your electronic                     

contribu�ons  will con�nue 

to be received on an  unin-

terrupted basis.  

Get started today!  

Please visit our website  and 

click on the giving link.  

h�ps://www.asburyumcri.org/ 

h�ps://www.asburyumcri.org/

giving 

 

 

A Note from your Finance Commi ee 

 

Hello Folks, 

We are trying to make pledging and dona�ng easier for 

people.  You can s�ll contribute by using the pledge enve-

lopes, with cash, or with checks.  To accommodate folks 

who pay bills on-line, and especially people who travel, we 

are introducing an op�on for electronic giving.  You will 

see more informa�on about this in the coming weeks.  

Thank you for your con�nued contribu�ons to help secure 

Asbury’s future. 

Sincerely, 

Lee Arnold, Finance Chair 
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The deadline for the October Newsle�er is Thurs-

day, September 26, 2022.  Thank you! 

1 Rev. Juhee Lee 

 Eric Jones 

2 Ella Harrell 

 Peter Lang 

5  Greg Jacobson 

7  Andy Lucini 

9 Jason Taylor 

12  Justin Dorsey 

13  Leslie Mills 

14  Rev. Yohan Go 

16  Connor Edward Heller 

20  Ethan Arnold  

 Chris Harrell 

 Warren Cole 

 Justin Okerholm 

23  Heidi Bradbury 

 Trish Smith-Disu 

30 Carol Pace 

Congratula�ons from Asbury! 

Elizabeth Hanke and Jorge Padilla were joined in 

marriage at a beach ceremony on Jekyll Island, Geor-

gia on July 9
th

.  The couple will make their home in 

Alexandria, Virginia. 

 

Kurt Hanke entered into marriage with Emily Ramos 

at a private ceremony on August 25
th

.  The couple 

resides in Virginia Beach, Virginia, where Kurt is sta-

�oned with the US Navy Mari�me Expedi�onary Se-

curity Force. 
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Barbara Bishop’s Zucchini Raisin Nut Muffins 

3 c. flour 

1 ½ c. sugar 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

1 pinch of salt 

1 tsp. baking powder 

1 tsp. baking soda 

3 c. zucchini unpeeled and shredded 

1 c. raisins 

1 c. nuts 

3 eggs 

2 tsp. vanilla 

1 c. oil 

In a large bowl mix together flour, sugar, cinnamon, salt baking 

powder, baking soda, zucchini, raisins and nuts.  In another bowl 

beat together eggs, vanilla and oil.  Pour wet mixture over flour 

mixture and s�r un�l thoroughly mixed.  Fill greased muffin �ns.  

Bake at 350º for 25 minutes.  Makes 18 large muffins. 

 

Myrtle Buckley’s Apple Cake 

2 c. sugar 

1 c. chopped walnuts 

2 c. flour 

2 tsp. baking soda 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

¼ tsp. salt 

4 c. sliced apples 

3 eggs 

½ c. oil 

1 tsp. vanilla 

Break eggs over apples and mix with a fork.  Add the dry ingredients 

and blend with oil and vanilla.  Bake in an oblong pan at 350º for 1 

hour.  Cut into squares and top with vanilla ice cream or whipped 

cream. 

These recipes were found in the 1994 Asbury cookbook 

“Feast of Goodness.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s almost that time of year!  I’m looking for donations of 
baskets – mostly small and medium sizes – for the Basket 
Boutique table at our annual Asbury Christmas Village Ba-
zaar. I’ll be organizing and categorizing items soon as this 
summer was way too HOT for me to attempt it upstairs in 
the church office building.  I will share a “wish list” for basket 
items in a future newsletter.  

Thanks for your continued support! 

 

Diane Newman-Goins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello again to my Asbury Bread Crew, hope all of you are 
able to enjoy this beautiful summer.  It’s time to start 
planning for our bread baking days and the bazaar on 
November 5th., 2022.  As in the past, the baking days will 
be one full week before the bazaar, October 26th through 
the 29th.  The bread is frozen each day, then brought 
back the day before for setup. The week of the bazaar 
allows us time to recuperate and do any individual cook-
ing or bazaar related projects. 
It’s only successful with God’s help and yours, so please 
consider helping out however time will allow. Sign up 
sheets will be in the coffee room late September, with 
dates and times needed. It really is fun to be together 
working for the good of the church. Looking forward to 
seeing you,   

Barbara Bishop              Text or call 787-7518 

 

Save the following bread baking dates! October 26th, 
27th, 28th & 29th. 
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ASBURY’S CHRISTMAS BAZAARASBURY’S CHRISTMAS BAZAARASBURY’S CHRISTMAS BAZAARASBURY’S CHRISTMAS BAZAAR    

CHRISTMAS  IS  IN 116 DAYS !!!!!! 

BUT   ---     OUR BAZAAR IS IN ONLY 66 DAYS !!!! 

SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE                                         

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2022SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2022SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2022SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2022    

9:00 AM 9:00 AM 9:00 AM 9:00 AM ----    3 PM3 PM3 PM3 PM    

ENJOY OUR JEWELRY,  GIFT BASKETS,  CHRISTMAS  ITEMS, 

CRAFTS, COOKIE WALK,  WHITE ELEPHANT ROOM,                  

SCRUMPTIOUS HOMEMADE GOODIES,                                              

AND OUR  

FAMOUS CARDAMOM BREADS                                                                                       

WHICH ARE THE HIT OF THE DAY !!!!!!! 

DON'T FORGET ABOUT A TREAT FOR LUNCH AS WELL. 
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Summer Newsle�er ~ Tim Webb    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Ten Things You Can Do On Our Website 

 

Look at all the useful informa�on update weekly on AsburyUMCRI.org!  Check it out! 

 

1) Check for worship schedule, COVID and weather status 

2) Refer to each Sunday’s bulle�n and announcements (back to 2020) 

3) Read historical sermon transcripts (back to 2019) 

4) Refer to monthly newsle�ers (back to 2019) 

5) Click to access our secure online financial giving site (set up one-�me or recurring pledges/gi2s, 

see your online giving history) 

6) See informa�on about major events at the Church 

7) Find free food resources in the area when in need 

8) See our Pastor’s biography 

9) Look at our gallery of pictures (work in progress- send Tim W. or the office pictures you’d like add-

ed) 

10) Contact the Pastor or Staff via secure message 

 

AsburyUMCRI.org AsburyUMCRI.org AsburyUMC.org AsburyUMC.org AsburyUMC.org

  


