Asbury Home Church Worship Service

“37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake” (Mark 13:37)
Opening Hymn UMH #171

There’s Something About That Name

AN ADVENT PRAYER
O the power of the Baby! Such power can bring mama’s white family and daddy’s black
family to understand that it is not about race, but about love.
O the power of the Baby! Such power can melt the hardest heart. Let this be a Kodak
moment reminding us of the impact of seemingly tiny gifts … like crooked clay ash trays,
popsicle crosses, stick figure pictures, wilted dandelions.
O the power of the Baby! Take this chip off our shoulder, help us forget the wrong done
to us; make disappointment and rejection disappear; melt them like intense sun melts the
snow. Take away the isolation of staying inside of ourselves, separated from the world.
O the power of the Baby! Take the anemic joy that we have today and light a fire under
it so that we will boil over with unrestrained giving of ourselves!
O the power of the Baby! Make us angels gathering up coworkers, train-workers, houseworkers, yard-workers, body-workers, taxi-workers, garbage-workers, factory-workers,
classroom-workers, building-workers, and food-workers to behold the miracle child who can
take our spiritual thirst away forever.
God, you opened the heavens and sent your Son down. Let us see your Star come from
heaven to show us the Way. Let Mary’s Little Baby lead us. Let the mountains quake in His
presence and the persistent, impatient car horns fall silent in adoration. Show us your Son
through the clouds of our confusion and desperation and exhaustion. Let us experience His
power.
O God, who works for those who wait on you, we’re waiting. There are days when we
think we’ve just missed the train to get us where we need to go, or missed the opportunity to
right a wrong. But God, keep us waiting on Jesus, the one who will make it right. Amen.
(Sherri Dobbs Johnson, The Africana Worship Book for Year B, Discipleship Resources, 2007,
p. 25-26.)
Scripture Reading
Mark 13:24-37
24"But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give
its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be
shaken. 26Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with great power and glory.
27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of
the earth to the ends of heaven. 28"From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch
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becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away. 32"But about that day or hour no one knows,
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do
not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home
and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the
watch. 35Therefore, keep awake--for you do not know when the master of the house will come,
in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep
when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake."
Sermon

“Keep Awake!”

Rev. Yohan Go

Discussion questions
1. How is it with your soul?
Prayer for family and friends: Share your prayer concerns with your family and pray for people
who need your prayer.
Closing Hymn UMH #702

Sing with All the Saints in Glory

The Lord’s Prayer
OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN,
HALLOWED BE THY NAME.
THY KINGDOM COME.
THY WILL BE DONE
ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD,
AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES,
AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US,
AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION,
BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.
FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM,
AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY,
FOR EVER AND EVER
AMEN
If you are depressed or worried over coronavirus, you are not alone. If you need pastoral care
or simply want to talk with someone, contact pastor Yohan Go Email: koyohan3@hotmail.com
Cell: 617-678-9901 or call the church office 401-467-5122.

2

