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The Rev. Yohan Go, Pastor
143 Ann Mary Brown Drive
Warwick, RI 02888
(401) 467-5122
e-mail: asburyumcri@gmail.com
website: www.asburyumcri.org

November 2021
A New Season Is Coming
The New Year’s Day of the church calendar begins with Advent, which will be the last Sunday of November this year. It means that 2021 almost comes to an end. The COVID19 pandemic has changed everything and
all of us had to go through the challenging )me. However, no season lasts forever and we have begun to feel the
change of the season. Asbury family members have come back to the sanctuary and our kids are coming back to
the church. I didn’t realize that children’s )me is such a joyful )me for me. Of course, kids some)mes asked me
a diﬃcult theological ques)on like how God becomes a human!

In their curious eyes, big smiles, and courage to ask diﬃcult ques)ons… I can see a new season is coming.
They are the future of Asbury UMC and we need to be a nurturing spiritual home for these li5le souls. As we eat
fruits from trees that our spiritual ancestors planted, we must plant seeds for next genera)on. The season keeps
changing but what we need to do is plant for the future with faith in God. Jesus said, “do not worry, saying,
‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’… your heavenly Father knows that you
need all these things. But strive ﬁrst for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well.” (Ma5hew 6:31-33)
We are moving into a new season. Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons are coming. Also, we are moving
into a post-pandemic or with COVID-19 season. Some say, “with the changing seasons come new beginnings.”
We don’t know what lies ahead of us but we know who holds the future. Let us expect and pray for new season
of Asbury and con)nue to walk together with God.
Rev. Yohan Go
The Trumpeter
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Christmas Village Bazaar
Saturday, November 6, 2021
9:00am - 3:00pm
Village Shops
Truly Scrumptious
Featuring ~ Delightful homemade baked goods, pies, candy, bar cookies, snacks,
preserves, etc.

Ye Olde Bake Shoppe
Featuring ~ Heavenly homemade breads (Five loaf maximum)

Soups to Go (including Vegetarian options)
Featuring ~ Delicious soups for take out to savor at home

Cookie Walk
Featuring ~ Tempting cookies, cookies, and more cookies.

Basket Boutique
Featuring ~ Unique themed gift baskets

Treasured Memories
Featuring ~ Antiques , new or “like new" household gift items.

Myrtle's Place/Made with Love
Featuring ~ One of a kind handmade (knit, crochet, needlepoint) gift items

Yesterdays' Christmas
Featuring ~ Gently used or new decorations for an old fashioned Christmas!

Jewelry Box
Featuring ~ Dazzling vintage and new Jewelry for every generation
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Hi Folks,
November is promising to be a busy month for Asbury. We are preparing for our ﬁrst Christmas Bazaar since
the beginning of the pandemic, so mark Saturday, November 6 on your calendar as we welcome people from 9
AM to 3 PM that day.
As a commi5ee, we are preparing our ﬁnal draH budget for presenta)on to the Church Council and Church Conference. We are preparing to submit a request to the New England Conference for help in paying our Pastor
through an Equitable Compensa)on grant request. We are readying all the ﬁnance reports required for the November 21 Church Conference. We will be paying the third quarter’s Mission Shares obliga)on. We will be reviewing the results of our Pledge Month eﬀorts and our fundraising eﬀorts to see how we might be posi)oned
ﬁnancially as we prepare to enter 2022.
Once we get through November your Finance Commi5ee hopes to take a rest! Unless a situa)on arises that requires our a5en)on, we do not plan to have a commi5ee mee)ng in December.
While 2021 has been challenging we can point to some bright spots for the Finance Commi5ee on behalf of the
church. We were the recipients of a generous $20,000 giH from the Estate of Joan King which helped us with
scholarships, live streaming expenses, a laptop computer and related soHware for the Financial Secretary, one
quarterly Mission Shares payment, and a variety of other smaller expenses. We were successful in securing a
Paycheck Protec)on Program grant of $8,002 which helped us with salaries. We received a New England Conference technology grant of $1,850 which combined with the Joan King giH helped us with live-streaming worship services. Asbury received a New England Conference grant of $2,500 to launch the “Food of the Soul” program which in coopera)on with Lakewood Bap)st Church is helping to feed our neighbors. We received an Equitable Compensa)on grant of $5,487 from the New England Conference to help us support our Pastor. We also
received Mission Shares relief from the New England Conference which saved us approximately $15,000.
The brightest spot now is that we have been able to return to in-person worship and have been able to gather
with one another to prepare for the Bazaar. I pray for con)nued loosening of COVID-19 restric)ons so we can
fully be the church again, gathering to pray, worship, celebrate, grieve, support, and help one another and our
community.
Enjoy the Bazaar, have a blessed Thanksgiving, and let me know if you have any ques)on about our ﬁnances.
Thank you for your con)nued faithful support.
For the Finance Commi5ee,
Lee Arnold, Chair
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A new Thanksgiving tradi)on
At Thanksgiving, we give thanks for things (food,
home, clothing, work) and loved ones (family, friends,
pets). But if the people we name aren’t present, they
may never know how precious they are to us. This November, start a new tradi)on by wri)ng notes of
thanks to people you appreciate.
Follow Paul’s model of star)ng le5ers with thanksgiving: “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all
of you, because your faith is being reported all over
the world” (Romans 1:8, NIV). No)ce how he thanks
his addressees by thanking God for them. Paul is speciﬁc too, not wri)ng, “Thanks for everything!”
Expressing genuine thanksgiving to God and another
person, you might write something like this:
Dear Judy, This Thanksgiving I’m thinking about special people in my life. You are one! I thank God for our
friendship, for your strong witness for Jesus and for
your willingness to lend a hand as a subs)tute teacher. (Your chocolate cookies are icing on the cake!) I
praise God for you! Sincerely, Joan
Content from November 2021The Newsleer Newsleer

Thank each and everyone of you!!
When we ask for help you always respond in a big
way!!!
The Open Closet workers really appreciate your wonderful dona)ons. Your dona)ons help so many people
in so many diﬀerent ways.
Your have helped support the OTC. Your love helped
many people be able to purchase items at a less cost to
them. And you have provided many, many items for
needy people who we donated items for free.
Again Thank You All,
Shirley & Gustavo Samayoa & The Members of the
Open Closet & OTC UMC
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Veterans Day has its roots in what
was called Armis)ce Day, when a
peace agreement ended World
War I on November 11, 1918.
President Wilson proclaimed that
Armis)ce Day was to be marked
with solemn pride in heroism and
with gra)tude for victory as well
as the “opportunity it has given
America to show her sympathy with peace and jus)ce.” In 1954, the remembrance was renamed Veterans Day to honor all U.S. military personnel. It’s a reminder to pray for and honor all who serve and sacriﬁce, to support and assist their families, and to pray
that God will bring peace on earth.
Content from November 2021The Newsleer Newsleer
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Emily Gilman LaCroix
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Peter Anderson
Don Rowell
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~ Upcoming Events ~
1

Pastor’s Office Hours

2

Bread Baking
Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:00pm
8:30 - 2:00
10:00am - 12:00pm

Jane Leboeuf
Lee Mills

6

Bazaar

7

Worship

4

Debbie Bush
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Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:00pm

5

Addison Quattrocchi

9

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:00pm

8

Eric Okerholm
John Weigner

11

Veteran's Day

14

Worship

15

Pastor’s Office Hours

16

Pastor’s Office Hours
10:00am - 12:00pm
Finance Committee Meeting
7:00pm

21

Worship
Charge Conference

22

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:00pm
10:00am - 12:00pm

9

Becky Jacobson

10

Matthew Diffley

11

Deb Das
Caren Grantmeyer

9:30am - 3:00pm
9:30am

office closed
9:30am
10:00am - 12:00pm

9:30am
5:00pm

14

Brenda Okerholm

23

Pastor’s Office Hours

16

Jill Rowe

25

Thanksgiving

18

Ken Curry
Evelyn Jacobson
Pete Peterson

28

Worship

29

Pastor’s Office Hour

30

Pastor’s Office Hours
10:00am - 12:00pm
Church Council Meeting
7:00pm

20

Denise Aiken

21

Susan Hanke

24
27

Rev. John Holt
Eileen Donnell

office closed
9:30am
10:00am - 12:00pm

The deadline for the December 2021
Newsleer is Friday, November 19,
2021. Thank you.
The Trumpeter
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Celebrate United Methodist Student Day — 2

November 2021

Connected is a publica)on of the New England Conference of The United Methodist
Church. This monthly insert is designed put
Conference news directly into the hands of
our local church members.
Find more at www.neumc.org.

Bishop’s Days on the Districts

Support of the laity is cri'cal
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar has
been making his annual visits to the
districts, and Oct. 2, 2021 brought
him to the Katahdin District in
northern Maine.

Catch up on
discussion of
‘Faith A+er Doubt’

There the bishop encouraged laity,
par)cularly those in leadership posi)ons in the church, to “con)nue to
support your pastors.”

AHer recommending his book
“Faith AHer Doubt” to NEAC members, Bishop Devadhar invited author Brian McLaren to lead a fourpart online discussion series about
the book in September and October.

Some tangible ways to oﬀer that
support, the bishop said, are to have
adequate con)nuing educa)on
funds available for pastors to con)nue their training and to ensure that
pastors can take two days oﬀ each
week.

If you missed a session or the series,
you can ﬁnd video recordings and
McLaren’s presenta)on materials as
PDFs on our website:
www.neumc.org/news, headlined:
Follow-up materials for 'Faith AHer
Doubt' book discussion.

“Laity, you have been amazing in
suppor)ng the local churches. Your
constant support made a big diﬀerence in this conference,” Bishop
Devadhar said. “I am hearing about
wonderful things that are happening
in local churches with the support of
the laity.”

Watch the news as there may be
more opportuni)es to hear from Dr.
McLaren coming up.

Bishop Devadhar in the Katahdin
District

a local church pastor. He was appointed to a church that had a lot of
challenges and he had not been
there long when he asked his District Superintendent to reappoint
him. The DS rejected his request.
Con'nued on page 2

The bishop told a story of his days as

@

FIND PHOTOS AND STORIES FROM EACH DISTRICT ONLINE

www.neumc.org/news
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Get the latest
Informa'on on
the Boy Scouts
bankruptcy
In February 2020, the Boy
Scouts of America (BSA) ﬁled
for bankruptcy reorganiza)on to protect itself against a
growing number of sexual
abuse claims made against it.
Many United Methodist
churches are or have been
chartering organiza)ons for
the Scouts and may be
aﬀected by this proceeding.
The United Methodist
Church has formed an ad hoc
commi5ee to work on this
issue on the denomina)onal
level and regularly shares
informa)on with the conferences that we share with our
churches here in New England.
To do that, we have created
a page on the Conference
website www.neumc.org/bsa
where you can ﬁnd the latest
informa)on we have.
We know this has been a tremendous challenge for our
churches that have had long
and strong rela)onships with
Scou)ng. We appreciate your
coopera)on and faithfulness
as we work through this proceeding together.

Con'nued from pg 1
Following his ﬁrst
church conference, the Pastor Parish Rela)ons Commi5ee chairperson delivered a
handwri5en le5er of support.
“When I read this, it was like geUng a
million-dollar check, because of that support,” said Bishop Devadhar, who added

Laity support ...

that he s)ll has the le5er all these years
later.
“When the laity gets excited with the
pastor’s ministry and when it becomes a
team spirit, that makes a big diﬀerence,”
the bishop said.
Find stories and photos from each district on our website www.neumc.org/news

Let’s Connect
Do you have a story to share? A feature idea? A ques)on to ask? Contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communica)ons,
at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 ext. 150

