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The Rev. Yohan Go, Pastor
143 Ann Mary Brown Drive
Warwick, RI 02888
(401) 467-5122
e-mail: asburyumcri@gmail.com
website: www.asburyumcri.org

September 2020
Let’s Sing a Song of Ascents!
I li up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from the
LORD, who made heaven and earth. —Psalm 121:1-2
Typically, we are at the end of vaca'on season at this 'me of the year. While an exuberant summer mood comes
to an end, kids are excited and busy going back to school. We are usually ready to face our normal daily rou'ne.
However, we are s'll in the middle of COVID-19 pandemic and we don’t know how long this new normal will last.
Though the storm s'll rages, our life con'nues and we need to embrace the new normal as a part of our lives.
Asbury UMC plans to reopen our sanctuary from the ﬁrst Sunday of September. Some of you may worry about re
-opening our church. I understand your concerns because I am one of you. I bet that we have never felt that going to the church is going into a dangerous zone. But COVID-19 changes almost everything. We should be careful
about in-person worship service but at the same 'me, we also should not be driven by fear and anxiety. We have
to carefully embrace the new normal just like everyone else does. Our re-opening team has carefully prepared to
safely reopen the church. We will follow public health guidelines. Of course, we will con'nue to provide our
online worship service so please con'nue to join our worship service in ways that you feel comfortable and safe.
Coming to the church has never been challenging task for most of us. But coming to God’s house had never been
easy for many centuries. Psalm 121 is known as a “Song of Ascent.” This song was par'cularly sung by pilgrims
who made their way to Jerusalem. The purpose of the pilgrimage to Jerusalem was to a=end annual fes'vals and
worship God. Unlike today, unseen dangers lurked on the road to Jerusalem in ancient 'mes including robbers,
rivers, venomous snakes and wild animals. The pilgrims didn’t know what dangers may lie ahead of them and
were fearful.
So what did they do? They lied up their eyes to the hills and raised a ques'on, “From where does my help
come?” The pilgrims counted all the possibili'es of what could go wrong during their journey to the Jerusalem
but they also knew the truth and sang, ““My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.” With
trust in God, the pilgrims were able to take the ﬁrst step toward the house of God. With the same trust in God,
Asbury UMC is moving forward.
Please don’t get me wrong, I don’t expect all of you coming to the church. Coming to the sanctuary itself is not
an indicator that you trust God. If you have health concerns, you can worship God at your home through our
online worship service.
If you plan to come to the church on Sunday, please read the safety guidelines and wear a mask and keep a social distance. Li up your eyes to the hills and con'nue to pray for Asbury UMC as we try to embrace our new
normal and start our new pilgrimage to God in this unusual 'me. Keep me in your prayers! God bless you!
From
Rev. Yohan Go
The Trumpeter
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Asbury, U.M.C. Guidelines for Returning to In-Person Worship Service
IN ORDER TO KEEP EVERYONE HEALTHY AND SAFE, PLEASE READ THE
FOLLOWING NEW PROCEDURES
These guidelines are based on the New England Conference, the CDC and the State of RI’s Guidelines.

1. MASKS ARE MANDATORY: We ask that you make every eﬀort to supply a
mask for yourself and each individual family member, if applicable. If you arrive to church without a mask, one will be provided for you. If you or family members refuse to comply with the
wearing of a mask, you will be prohibited from entering the church. Please take the mask home
with you. Masks are required to stay in the company of others. Masks can only be removed
brieﬂy, to partake in Communion.
Please make an eﬀort to supply your own mask, in order to keep
expenses down.
2. NO PHYSICAL CONTACT: You must refrain from shaking hands, hugging or kissing each other.
3. ARRIVING FOR WORSHIP SERVICE: Enter and Exit through the main/front
door of the church building only.
You will no'ce 6 foot distancing lines marked along walkways, leading to the front door of the
church. Please stand at them. Upon arrival, an usher wearing gloves and a mask will meet you.
This usher will take your temperature.
Anyone with a temperature above 100.3º is prohibited from entering the building and will be
asked to return home and contact their physician. If your temperature is normal, you may enter
the front door, which will be propped open. Inside, another masked and gloved usher, who will
take a=endance, will meet you. Your name and phone number will be recorded in the event of
the need for contact tracing.
A large pump bo=le of hand sani8zer will be available in this Narthex area. Please use as you
enter and exit the Sanctuary. Feel free to bring your own personal size bo=le if you wish, for
your use only.
An Oﬀering box will be kept in the Narthex as well, in order to deposit your 'thes and oﬀerings.
During, the Oﬀertory segment of Worship, a masked and gloved usher will carry it forward to
the Pastor for the blessing. A third usher will escort you to a pew. Sea8ng will start with the
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pews closest to the pulpit and will work backwards to the main entrance. Closed pews will be
marked oﬀ with painters tape. These pews will remain closed to ensure social distancing.
The pews no longer contain Bibles, hymnals, cushions, wri'ng instruments and paper of any
kind. Worship services with Communion: upon checking in, an usher will provide parishioners
with a manufacturer sealed, disposable Eucharist. For disposal please use the trash receptacles
upon exi'ng the church. Hand Sani'zer will always be available at the door. The pulpit will have
a protec've glass shield for the Pastor, so he may preach freely without a mask on. This will ensure the Pastor’s ability to communicate clearly.
4. WORSHIP SERVICE: Worship will be very diﬀerent.
SINGING IS PROHIBITED, EVEN WITH A MASK ON. Music will be provided, FOR LISTENING ONLY.
Piano, organ and videos will be used.
There will be NO PASSING OF THE PEACE. Worship service will be shorter. Worship service will
last about 40 minutes
5. End of Worship Service: the ushers will escort you out, one pew at a 'me, star'ng at the back
of the church, with the pews closest to the main door where you arrived.
There will be NO COFFEE HOUR. There will be no sea'ng or tables available in the Dahlquist
room. PLEASE DO NOT CONGREGATE AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH, MOVE OUTSIDE AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.
6. AFTER SERVICE: Our ushers will ensure nothing was le in the pews, as usual. The thermometer, pen and a=endance book will be disinfected and stored for the next service.
7. RESTROOMS: Restrooms will be open. They are for emergency use only.
There is a table outside the door to the restroom, containing disinfectant wipes and hand sani'zer. If you use the bathroom, you will be asked to wipe down toilet area, all handles from toilet, sink and doorknobs (in & out). This includes the diaper changing sta'on, if applicable. This
will ensure it is clean for the next person to use.
Our Sexton is scheduled to clean the en8re church the day a>er service, as
well as throughout the week, as usual. The CDC states that COVID-19 remains in the air for several hours and remains on surfaces for days.

OUR GOAL IS TO RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP
AND TO KEEP EVERYONE SAFE AND HEALTHY!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
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Finance Commi@ee
Hello Folks,
Hoping your summer has been kind to you despite all that is happening during this most unusual year.
A very quick note from your Finance Commi=ee this month. We have paid our second Quarter Mission Shares
obliga'on to the New England Annual Conference. Our audit for 2019 was performed, with the following excerpts from the auditor’s cover le=er:
“I have conducted the annual review for Asbury UMC's Fund Balance Report. The books and ﬁnancial system
are in excellent condi'on. There are no ﬁndings or recommenda'ons.
It is very good to see such a good ﬁnancial system with all appropriate safeguards in place. I wish all the churches were as me'culous as Asbury!”
This result is a reﬂec'on of the hard work of Celeste Leal – our wonderful Church Secretary; David Dorsey, our
'reless Treasurer; Deb Rose, our accomplished Financial Secretary; Dianne Pra=, our Chief Collec'ons Steward;
and the dedicated members of our Finance Commi=ee. Our thanks to them all!
We also concluded a formal Memorandum of Understanding with Zion Korean UMC, with whom we share the
services of Rev. Yohan Go, and revised our 2020 opera'ng budget to reﬂect the absence of our fund raisers
which caused lowered income expecta'ons. We con'nue to interact with Warren Cole and the Trustees to
a=end to the needs of the Church and the Parsonage, as well as with Diane Goins and the Staﬀ/Parish Rela'ons
Commi=ee with respect to plans for the Fall and the resump'on of in-person worship services.
We are planning our Stewardship campaign and are looking forward to the weeks leading up to Commitment
Sunday, October 25 as we an'cipate hearing directly from our fellow Asbury friends who con'nue to be suppor've of the work of the church.
More people have been taking advantage of the electronic giving op'on by using the Vanco system. If this is
something that would appeal to you, please contact Celeste Leal at the Church Oﬃce so she can guide you
through that process. People have been very good about honoring their pledges and con'nuing their support of
Asbury, and for that we are most grateful.
Stay safe, be well, and thank you for your encouragement and support.
For the Commi=ee,
Lee Arnold, Chair

Chancel Guild News
The doors are open, in church worship begins, and the altar has memorial ﬂowers!
I’ve been in touch with those who have ﬂowers for the Fall. Dave’s Market will con'nue to supply our ﬂowers
each Sunday.
Because there will be no lingering within the church aer service, we ask that you wait outside to receive your
altar ﬂowers. A chancel member will get them for you. If you cannot be present aer church, your ﬂowers will
be placed in the church oﬃce for pickup Sunday aernoon.
Thank you, as always, for suppor'ng Chancel Guild, as we try to enhance your worship experience!
Becky 401-935-5906
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~ Upcoming Events ~

1

1

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

Rev. Juhee Lee

2

Women’s Book Study

9:30am

Eric Jones

6

Worship

9:30am

7

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

8

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

2

Peter Lang

5

Greg Jacobson

9

Women’s Book Study

9:30am

7

Andy Lucini

13

Worship

9:30am

9

Jason Taylor

14

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

12

Justin Dorsey

15

Pastor’s Office Hours
Finance Committee Meeting

10:00am - 12:30pm
7:00pm

13

Leslie Mills

16

Women’s Book Study

9:30am

14

Rev. Yohan Go

20

Worship

9:30am

21

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

20

Ethan Arnold

22

Pastor’s Office Hours
Church Council

10:00am - 12:30pm
7:00pm

Justin Okerholm

23

Women’s Book Study

9:30am

Heidi Bradbury

27

Worship

9:30am

Trish Disu

28

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

29

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

30

Women’s Book Study

9:30am

Warren Cole
23
27

Rosemarie John

30

Carol Pace

Special Dates
• Labor Day, September 7, 2020
• Patriot Day, September 11, 2020
• National Grandparents Day, September 13, 2020

The deadline for the October 2020
Newsleer is Tuesday, September
22 , 2020. Thank you.
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• Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15–Oct. 15, 2020
• First day of autumn, September 22, 2020

Learn about the African American history in our Conference — 2

September 2020

Connected is a publica'on of the New England Conference of The United Methodist
Church. This monthly insert is designed put
Conference news directly into the hands of
our local church members.
Find more at www.neumc.org.

Celebra8ng small churches
As part of our District Resource Days, the Green Mountain District will be hos'ng a
Zoom webinar focusing on small
churches. Everyone, no ma=er
what district you are in, is invited
to join this online workshop

Annual Conference 2020
The 2020 New England Annual Conference will take place as a one-day online
session on Oct. 17, 2020. Members
should plan to reserve the en're day for
the session. The session will be
livestreamed on our website.

from 9 a.m. to noon on Oct. 10,
2020.
Many New England Conference churches are small and
have part-'me pastors. In his
book, Part-Time is Plenty: Thriving

experiences and knowledge they

During this shortened session, we will
care for the necessary business of the
Annual Conference as outlined in
the Book of Discipline. The Agenda Commi=ee will set the day’s schedule.

without Full-'me Clergy (Available

have gained through service and

from Amazon, Cokesbury), pastor

observa'on of small churches

and author G. Jeﬀrey MacDonald

served by part-'me clergy.

aﬃrms that a part-'me pastor,

They will cover topics such as:

Some events and tradi'ons that are part
of our 'me together at Annual Conference will simply not be able to happen
in 2020. Others have been or will be
cared for in new ways.

along with lay leadership, is more

•what do small churches do well?

than adequate to accomplish “full-

•what advantages do small

The Laity Session will be an online
event beginning at 10 a.m. on Sept. 26;
watch e-news and our website for more
details about how you can watch.
Find all the info you need at

www.neumc.org/acsessions

'me ministry.”
During this workshop, MacDon-

churches have over large ones?
•how can small churches manage

ald and three Vermont local pastors

both pastoral and lay needs and ex-

(Kerry Cameron, Michael Thorpe,

pecta'ons?

and Ami Sawtelle) will share their

The panel will take ques'ons.

@

LEARN MORE AND REGISTER

www.neumc.org/events
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African American history in the New England Conference

The invisible made visible
Beginning in August, New England
Conference Historian Rev. Patricia
J. Thompson is making available
updated versions of some materials and stories that were originally
published in the early 2000’s as
“The Invisible Made Visible: A
Brief Overview of African American History in the New England
Conference of The United Methodist Church.”

•

An overview of African American history

•

Informa'on about Rev. Samuel Snowden, a preacher and
an'-slavery ac'vist who was
the New England Conference’s
ﬁrst African American pastor.

•

Informa'on about how Rev.
Snowden’s children carried on
his legacy.

Three installments have been
published so far:

Visit www.neumc.org to read this
powerful history series.

Raising up new leaders to transform the world
Nelson Mandela said, “Educa'on is the most powerful weapon you can use to
change the world.”
On World Communion Sunday, Oct. 4, we will receive a special oﬀering to
support scholars in their educa'on. Because of our giving on World Communion Sunday, the most powerful tool to change the world is in more hands.
In The United Methodist Church, World Communion Sunday is
one of six Special Sunday oﬀerings. On the ﬁrst Sunday in October, our designated gis beneﬁt
students around the world by
providing scholarships, mentoring and training.

Daily Prayer
During these difficult days, members from
across the New England Conference, as well as
the Preachers’ Aid Society of New England and

World Communion Sunday began in 1936 as a way to recognize our ecumenical oneness in
Christ and to bring Chris'ans
together in a spirit of unity and
peace.

the United Methodist Foundation of New Eng-

As we come together to receive Holy Communion along with
Chris'ans around the world, we recognize our unity and shared
commitment to building God’s kingdom on earth. Together, we
help raise up new leaders around the world, equipping them to
be agents of change.

You can find all of the prayers on our website at

land, are sharing a daily prayer based on the
Revised Common Lectionary for the week.
You are welcome to use these in worship or in
your own devotions.

www.neumc.org (link on our homepage) or go to
our news tab and click conference publications
to subscribe to receive each day’s prayer via
email.

Let’s Connect
Do you have a story to share? A feature idea? A queson to ask? Contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communicaons,
at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 ext. 150

