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The Rev. Yohan Go, Pastor
143 Ann Mary Brown Drive
Warwick, RI 02888
(401) 467-5122

e-mail: asburyumcri@gmail.com

website: www.asburyumcri.org

November 2019
Give Thanks Always! Planng a Seed of Gratude!
November is the season of harvest and abundance. And it is also the season of
gratude. I bet you have already started planning with joyful hearts for Thanksgiving with your family.
Gratude is the feeling of appreciaon for the beneﬁts we have received. While I am wring this monthly
newsle"er, I am thinking of what I am thankful for. I am thankful for being pastor of our beloved Asbury UMC. I
am thankful for your love and acceptance of my family. I am especially thankful for your generous hospitality for
your pastor who has no ‘sense of decorang’ at all. The pastor’s oﬃce hasn’t changed at all since July 1st when I
arrived at Asbury. Some of you noced and are generously bringing pictures and a mirror to make the oﬃce look
more lived in. I appreciate all your hospitality and love for me.
We feel thankful when we have received unexpected gi.s. But gratude is not only our feeling of thankfulness but it is also a virtue that we need to culvate in our daily lives. Apostle Paul says, “Be joyful always, pray
at all mes, be thankful in all circumstances. This is what God wants from you in your life in union with Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) If we assume that gratude is only our feeling, then, Paul’s word, “be thankful in
all circumstances,” does not make sense. But gratude is a virtue. A Greek philosopher said, “A thankful heart is
not only the greatest virtue, but the parent of all the other virtues.” How can we culvate this greatest virtue?
We need to pracce gratude every day.
Three simple ways to pracce gratude is 1) each day, pause for a moment and think of 3 things you are
grateful for, 2) write them down in a gratude journal, and 3) express your gratude
to people around you. As a way to help you to pracce gratude, Asbury UMC will
make a gratude tree in the sanctuary.
Each week, you can take gratude leaves or fruits, and write on them what you
are grateful for during the week, and bring them back to the church. Each week, we
will add our gratude leaves on the tree, and the bare tree will soon become a gratude tree full of our thankfulness and gratude. This spiritual pracce will help us form a good habit of discovering God’s blessing that ﬁlls our daily lives.
Gratude also leads us to be generous to others and God. The more we realize how much we are blessed, the
more we are able to share those blessings with others. As we share what we have, we are planng a seed of
gratude in other people’s hearts. Albert Schweitzer, a theologian, said, “At mes, our own light goes out and is
rekindled by a spark from another person. Each of us has cause to think with deep gratude of those who have
lighted the ﬂame within us.” Gratude and generosity go hand in hand. We can start praccing these important
spiritual pracce of gratude and generosity during this season of thanks-giving!
Plant a Seed of Gratude! And be a source of gratude for people around you near and far!
The Trumpeter
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Christmas Village Bazaar
Saturday, November 9, 2019
9:00am - 3:00pm
Village Shops
Attic Treasures
Featuring ~ Gently used second-hand items

Truly Scrumptious
Featuring ~ All types of Homemade baked goods, pies, candy,
bar cookies, snacks, preserves, etc.

Cookie Walk
Featuring ~ Cookies, Cookies, and more cookies.

Ye Olde Bake Shoppe
Featuring ~ All Types Homemade Bread

Treasured Memories
Featuring ~ Antiques or "Like New" items,
or New household gift items.

Basket Boutique
Featuring ~ All types of gift baskets

Asbury Café
Featuring ~ Soups, Sandwiches and Deserts

Myrtle's Place/Made with Love
Featuring ~ all types of handmade items
and gifts - knit, crochet, needlepoint, etc.

Yesterdays' Christmas
Featuring ~ Gently used or new Christmas items and decorations
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Bazaar Informaon
Saturday, November 9, 2019
1. Workers should arrive by 8:30 am (Public is not
allowed in to shop unl 9:00am.)

ASBURY UMC HAS A NEW EMAIL ADDRESS!!
We have a new email address, please update
your address book and start using it TODAY.

2. Price items ahead if possible - bring pricing labels,
tags, pens, and pads for pricing and selling.
3. Bring bags and paper for shoppers purchases.
4. Wear something red or green (if possible) and
your name tag

asburyumcri@gmail.com

5. Bazaar will be open brieﬂy a.er church on Sunday, November 10.
6. Plan to pack up and box your unsold items a.er
Coﬀee Hour on Sunday, November 10. Helpers
needed.

Asbury UMC

7. AGc Treasures will be cleaned up on Saturday,
November 9 at 3:00pm. Helpers needed.

Drop Oﬀ Times for Donaons & Pricing
Deadline for all Donaons (except food)
Wednesday, November 6, 2019

Charge Conference
November 20, 2019
Reports due in the office by 11/11/19

Wednesday, October 30 to Saturday, November 2
9:00 am to 1:00pm
Monday, November 4 to Wednesday, November 6
10am to 12:30pm and 7:00pm to 8:30 pm
All Sunday’s before and a.er church service
Other mes available by request. Call Church Oﬃce at
467-5122 to schedule a me.

There are openings for altar flowers on
December 8 and December 15th. Please
contact Becky Arnold at 401-935-5906
or 781-2111 to honor or remember a love one.
Thank you!
Memorial Service for Donald W. Kennedy
Asbury United Methodist church
Saturday, November 16, 2019 at 11:00am

The deadline for the December Newsleer is Tuesday, November 19, 2019.
Thank you.

The family of Donald Kennedy invites you to attend this celebration of Don’s life followed by a
gathering in the Dahlquist Room after the service.
The Trumpeter
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Hello Folks,
The calendar tells me that if it’s November, summer is really over! The calendar also tells me we’re approaching
Thanksgiving – one of my favorite mes of the year. For us this me includes an ecumenical church service with
our friends at St. Peter’s Catholic Church and the gathering of the extended family. Prior to that acvity we have
our major annual fund raiser – the Holiday Bazaar – on Saturday, November 9 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM (with a
great lunch being served there!), and our annual Charge Conference on November 20 at 6:00 PM where everyone in the congregaon is invited to be present to review this year’s acvies and look ahead to the new year.
Most especially, this is a me to stop and give thanks. From the Finance Commi"ee perspecve, this means giving thanks to those who connue to support the work of the Lord as we understand it here at Asbury. I noted in
last month’s newsle"er that growth and increased giving and sharing of resources will be key in helping us to
connue to be the hands and feet of Jesus in our community and beyond. People have been generous in donang to the Memorial Funds in memory of loved ones. People have also been generous in remembering Asbury as part of their legacy.
Major invested funds were made possible through the years by people for whom Asbury was important. Dan
Ne"leton, Dorothy Mitchell, Carol MacIntosh, and Hugold and Barbara Anderson each provided funds to assist
with Asbury’s ﬁnancial needs over the years. To their ranks we now add the name of Janice DiFranco.
Janice Percie (Bu"erﬁeld) DiFranco was with us unl this past July, when she passed away at the age of 91.
When members of Asbury visited her these past few years at Wethersﬁeld Commons, she recounted fondly her
mes with her church family. Born in Maine, with degrees from the University of Maine and Simmons College,
she had served as a Special Services Librarian with the United States Army before returning to the Maine State
Library and in 1964 accepted an oﬀer to help establish the new Warwick Public Library on Sandy Lane, becoming
the Deputy Director and establishing the Rhode Island Film Cooperave before her rerement in 1990. Janice
le. a gi. to Asbury that will have impacts here and beyond. With the recommendaon of the Finance Commi"ee and approval by the Church Council, her gi. will allow us to replenish the funds we had borrowed to
make improvements to the Parsonage; will cover our Mission Shares obligaons for the balance of this year –
funds that touch many lives well beyond our church and community; and will enable us to complete improvements at the Parsonage as well as a"end to some of the aging infrastructure at our church. Janice had a wonderful smile and I believe she is smiling now. We are grateful and blessed.
Finally, at Thanksgiving me we will have the privilege of demonstrang our love and support of this church and
the work we do in the community by oﬀering our gi.s and commitments for the coming year. Please give this
prayerful consideraon.
I thank you all for your connued encouragement and support.
Blessings.
For the Finance Commi"ee,
Lee Arnold, Chair
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Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service

Recipe Corner

Wednesday, November 27, 2019
7:00 pm

White Bean Chili

This year our ecumenical service will be held at St.
Peter’s Catholic Church. This service is always a
wonderful time of giving thanks and joining with our

1 pound ground chicken or turkey

neighboring church for worship. Please plan to at-

3 cups chopped celery

tend.

1 can (16 ounces) diced tomatoes, parally drained
2 cans (15 ounces) white beans (Navy, Great Northern, etc.) drained and rinsed
1½ cups chopped onions
1-cup chicken broth
3 cloves garlic, minced
2 teaspoons chili powder (add more if desired)
2-3 teaspoons cumin
1-teaspoon black pepper
Cook ground meat unl well browned, breaking into
pieces. Add remaining ingredients to slow cooker,
then sr in browned meat. Mix well. Cover and
cook on LOW for 51/2 to 6 hours or unl celery is
tender.

God makes us rich in every
way so we can be generous
on every occasion, which
will result in thanksgiving to
God. ... God doesn't bless us
to provide for our own
needs; he blesses us so we can be generous.
—Rick Warren (based on 2 Corinthians 9:11)
Clipped from The Newsle"er Newsle"er

Makes 6 servings
Top with shredded cheese or sour cream and
chopped parsley. Serve with crusty bread, cornbread or torlla chips and salad.
Enjoy on a chilly autumn or winter night!

Remember to change
your clocks on
November 2, 2019

The Trumpeter
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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR:
1

Bread Baking

1

Emily Gilman

2

Bread Baking

2

Peter Anderson

3

All Saints Sunday
Worship
Bazaar Basket Set-Up

9:30am

Don Rowell
3

Jane Leboeuf

4

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

Lee Mills

5

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

6

Women’s Book Study
Choir Rehearsal

9:30am
6:45pm

4

Debbie Bush

5

Addison Quattrocchi

9

Bazaar

8

Eric Okerholm

10

Worship

11

Pastor’s Office Hours
UMM Meeting
UMW Meeting

10:00am - 12:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

12

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

13

Women’s Book Study
Choir Rehearsal

9:30am
6:45pm

16

Don Kennedy Memorial Service

11:00am

17

Worship

9:300am

18

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

19

Pastor’s Office Hours
Finance Committee Meeting

10:00am - 12:30pm
7:00pm

20

Women’s Book Study
Choir Rehearsal

9:30am
6:45pm

24

Worship

9:30am

9

Becky Jacobson

10

Matthew Diffley

11

Deb Das
Caren Grantmeyer

14

Brenda Okerholm

16

Jill Rowe

18

Ken Curry
Evelyn Jacobson
Pete Peterson
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9:00am - 3:00pm
9:30am

20

Denise Aiken

21

Susan Hanke

25

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

24

Rev. John Holt

26

Pastor’s Office Hours
Church Council

10:00am - 12:30pm
7:00pm

27

Eileen Donnell

27

Women’s Book Study
Ecumenical Service at St. Peters

28

Thanksgiving Day

November 2019

9:30am
7:00pm
office closed

Bishop’s Days on the Districts connue in November — 2

November 2019

Connected is a publicaon of the New England Conference of The United Methodist
Church. This monthly insert is designed put
Conference news directly into the hands of
our local church members.
Find more at www.neumc.org.

Dinner/auc(on events
to beneﬁt NE JFON
Start the day with beauty
Sight Psalms, an online ministry from
The Upper Room, helps you think about
God’s presence in your life through the
use of images.
To encourage reﬂecon and inspiraon,
a new photograph, o.en accompanied
by a brief message, is posted each day.

If you have a photo you’d like to share,
anyone can submit a photograph to be
considered for inclusion in Sight Psalms.
Go to the website (below) to learn how
to submit your photo.
In addion to viewing the images on the
website,
www.upperroom.org/sight_psalms
you also can subscribe to have each
day’s image delivered via email.

The New England chapter has three
clinics: in Lowell/Lawrence (meets alternately in these two locaons), Woburn
and Springﬁeld, MA.
Three dinner/
aucon events
were planned
for this year.
The ﬁrst was
Oct. 19 in
Springﬁeld, MA.
Two events are
coming up. Visit
the calendar on
our website to
learn more.

@

Dinner/Aucon events
Nov. 2, 2019 at St. John’s Korean,
Lexington, MA
Nov. 9, 2019 at North Boston Korean
UMC, Andover, MA
“This is one of the important things that
we do as brothers and sisters bonded in
the love of Christ. This is living the gospel for us, because these are our brothers and sisters who are suﬀering because of our immigraon policies.”
– Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar at a JFON dinner in 2015

The Upper Room does not own photographs featured in Sight Psalms, but
beneﬁts from the generosity of contribung photographers who maintain their
full rights. Folks are asked to enjoy and
share these photographic meditaons
only through this site.

New England Jusce For Our Neighbors (www.newenglandjfon.org) is part
of a naonwide faith-driven ministry
that welcomes immigrants into our
churches and communies by providing
free, high-quality immigraon and legal
services, educaon, and advocacy.

Get details about the dinners on our calendar at

www.neumc.org/events
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Bishop’s Days on the Districts

Don’t miss a chance to speak with Bishop Devadhar
Every year, Bishop Sudarshana
Devadhar makes a visit to each district
in the New England Conference. These
visits are an opportunity for clergy and
laity to engage in dialog with the bishop.

“A.er prayerful reﬂecon, I have decided these would be meaningful topics
for us to explore together. Let us be in
prayer about this, so when we meet,
we may engage in fruiVul and fulﬁlling
conversaons in good Chrisan spirit.”

In his July/August 2019 newsle"er the
bishop wrote: “I am looking forward
to meeng you all in person during
our fall district days. I heard from
many of you asking me to talk about
what it means to be a conneconal
church, and why we, as United MethBishop Sudarshana Devadhar
odists, claim it is not just Let’s Connect
our calling but our privilege to be in mission and to parcipate in shared ministries across the connecon.

The dates for the bishop’s visits are
below. Find details on our website calendar: www.neumc.org/events.
Central MA Nov. 9, 2019
Metro Boston Hope Nov. 10, 2019
Tri-State District Nov. 13, 2019
Northern ME Nov. 16, 2019
Mid-Maine Dec. 7, 2019
Vermont Dec. 14, 2019

Open Spirit Task Force’s work is under way
In June, the 2019 Annual Conference approved creaon of the Open Spirit
Task Force (OSTF), the purpose of which is "to examine whether and how
United Methodists of New England might align with, create, or form a new
church body in the Methodist tradion (independently or in collaboraon
with others)."
The OSTF met for the ﬁrst me in August. Thirty-three members were selected by the Commi"ee on Leadership/
Nominaons and two were designated
by Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar.
Dr. Adama Brown-Hathaway, who
serves as Minister of Connecon and
Care at Union UMC in Boston, and the
Rev. Dr. Hope Luckie, pastor at Crawford Memorial UMC in Winchester, MA,
were named co-chairs of the task force.
Members also created working teams
for the following areas:
Communicaons
Finance
Legal/Ethics/Structure
Opons/Organizaon
Theology/Spirituality
The OSTF has created a website to oﬀer informaon on its work and membership. Visit h"ps://osVne.org to learn more.

hEps://osGne.org

Churchwide Special Sundays with oﬀerings enable
United Methodists like you to oﬀer refuge in mes
of disaster, promote peace and jusce, provide
scholarships and student loans, reach out to the
community, teach skills to encourage self-suﬃciency
and share the love of Jesus Christ with God's people
everywhere. Learn more at umcgiving.org.

Let’s Connect
Do you have a story to share? A feature idea? A queson to ask? Contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communicaons,
at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 ext. 150

