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 January 2020 

Happy New Year! 

The word “New” tends to s�r two emo�ons, excitement and anxiety. We are excited about the coming of 

new year because we expect something new and good to happen. At the same �me, we are a li#le anxious 

about the new year because we don’t know what the future holds. We know that life does not always go as we 

plan and we are o&en  agitated by the unpredictability and uncertainty of life. But a new year is God’s gi& and 

we need to seize the moment of it. To truly enjoy God’s gi&, we need to trust God, no ma#er what, and seek  

God in all circumstances. God reminds me of this simple truth this morning through an unexpected accident.  

As you all know, the end of year is a busy season for pastors. This morning, I was so preoccupied with my 

busy schedule this week. I need to send the weekly newsle#er and prepare for the watchnight service for tomor-

row, the sermon and small group mee�ng for this coming Sunday, a pastoral visita�on and a mee�ng on Friday 

and of course, wri�ng a le#er for the January Newsle#er was on my to-do list. I was rushing and forgot to take 

my keys with me. Right a&er I locked the door to my house, I realized that I didn’t have any keys for my car, 

house and church office. It was a cold rainy day. I could walk to the church office but was not sure if Celeste 

would be in the office because she had sent me email that she had an appointment that morning. My wife was 

in a mee�ng at her church. There was nothing I could do.  

With faith, I walked in the rain and went to the church office. Of course, no one was there. “Oh, God. It’s 

a busy day, you know that,” I complained. I stood there about 10 minutes and finally decided to send an SOS to 

Warren Cole. A&er I got his message, “C U in 5,” I calmed my mind and looked around me. Then, I saw a strange 

sign on the church office door.  

I had used that door for the past 6 months but I hadn’t paid a#en�on to that sign so I just 

thought it was a home security sign. The sign says, “Warning. This property protected by JESUS 

CHRIST! If you think there is something here that you want and need, you are right. It’s the love, 

light, and life of God. Please don’t break in. If you want what I have, just ask me, and I will tell you 

how to ask Jesus for it!” Whoever wrote this, he or she is absolutely right! Jesus Christ protects the 

church as well as his disciples. God always protects his beloved children.  

Jesus promised, “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Ma#hew 28:20) Christ had been with us 

in 2019 and will be with us in 2020. Leave the future in God’s hands and let us enjoy the new year, which is 

God’s gi& for us.  

May God be with you through new year and your life with love and joy! 

                                                                Pastor Yohan Go 
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“The Time Is Ripe....” 

Before I lost 50 pounds, I used a weekly pill dispenser to make sure that I took the right medica�ons at the right 

�me. Back then, I was medicated to the tune of 7 or 8 pills per day:  4 or 5 in the morning and 2 or 3 at bed�me. 

A&er losing weight, my blood pressure and high cholesterol medica�ons were no longer needed. My pill con-

sump�on dropped to one per day. My Doc was so proud of me that he deleted the diagnosis of hypertension 

and high cholesterol in my presence!  

My pill dispenser re�red gracefully, without complaint, to the medicine cabinet. 

Then, age crept up on me like a thief in the night.  A problem emerged.  It was NOT that I was taking the wrong 

medica�ons at the wrong �me. The issue was frequently forgeJng to take my one remaining pill! With an ur-

gent call to duty, my weekly pillbox leapt from the medicine cabinet to resume its old accustomed spot by the 

sink; ready to regulate one who is decidedly difficult to regulate. In addi�on, my faithful pill dispenser has also 

taken on a new responsibility. 

You might ask, “What is that?” 

Answer: “To remind me how fast life whips by.”   

Today I will re-load my pillbox for the next week.  I cannot believe I have to do it again.  It feels like I just did it 

yesterday. I grumble a bit, but then I thank my Higher Power that a pill dispenser is enough to remind me that 

every day is a gi&, each moment is precious.  Time cannot be recovered.  It marches on inexorably.  Time does 

not care whether we use it well or not.  That is our decision. 

Dr. Mar�n Luther King Jr. wrote these powerful words in his Le�er from Birmingham Jail: Actually, 
me itself 

is neutral; it can be used either destruc
vely or construc
vely. More and more I feel that the people 

of ill will have used 
me much more effec
vely than have the people of good will. We will have to 

repent in this genera
on not merely for the hateful words and ac
ons of the bad people but for the 

appalling silence of the good people. Human progress never rolls in on wheels of inevitability; it 

comes through the 
reless efforts of men (and women!) willing to be co workers with God, and with-

out this hard work, 
me itself becomes an ally of the forces of social stagna
on. We must use �me 

crea�vely, in the knowledge that the �me is always ripe to do right. 

My trusty li#le pill dispenser reminds me weekly that my “�me is always ripe to do right.” 

Of course, all of you reading this are probably thinking that old Pastor John is fast becoming the master of the 

obvious, but do you know what?  If it takes something as simple as a  pillbox to remind me to love and live in the 

NOW, then I am content to let my trusted companion sit by the sink un�l this mortal takes on immortality. No 

ma#er how we remember it, in this new year, let us take the �me to do right! 

Pastor John Holt 

A Message from Rev. Holt 
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“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 

who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 

kingdom prepared for you since the crea�on of the world.  

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something  to drink, I was a 

stranger and you invited me in.  I needed clothes and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you looked a&er me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me.’ 

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see 

you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you some-

thing to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite 

you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we 

see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did 

for one of the least of the brothers (and sisters) of mine, 

you did for me’.” 

         Ma#hew 25: 34-40 

Do you make New Year’s resolu�ons?  Maybe to loose 

weight, eat heathy, go to the gym?Spend more �me with 

family and friends?  Maybe finally fix the bathroom sink or 

paint the walls in the spare room?  What about making a 

New Year’s resolu�on for Asbury United Methodist 

Church?  How about in 2020 we become true disciples of 

Jesus Christ?  When we became part of the United Meth-

odist Church we “pledged” (a commitment not to be taken 

lightly), to uphold the church by our prayers, our presence, 

our gi&s, our service and our witness. 

In 2020 please pray about how you can serve our Lord by 

becoming involved in the Outreach Team, whose next 

mee�ng is Tuesday, January 14.  Or join the Missions Team 

or UMW, or UMM.  Speak to Linda Lucini (Outreach), Jan 

Jones (Missions), Joan White (UMW), David Dorsey (UMM), 

Yohan Go (Pastor). 

God has a plan for you and for the people of Asbury.  

With Great Praise to the One who Loves Us, 

Linda Lucini 

Outreach Team 

Replenish the Pantry 

The collec�ons for Christmas were important as many 

people received gi&s... the Elderly popula�on, (50 

gi&s) the kids at a school in Providence,(25 sweaters 

and jerseys) children in Warwick schools (many hats, 

socks and mi#ens distributed to 3 schools) and the 

ladies and girls at Project Outreach (75 hand care and 

polish gi& bags). As always Asbury shines with gener-

osity!   A&er the Thanksgiving and Christmas Seasons, 

pantries become sparse again.   We are asking for you 

to follow the a#ached list for restocking fami-

lies’  pantries over the course of 4 weeks from the last 

week of January to the last week of February.   Place 

your purchases in a box and return them to church on 

the last Sunday of the month.   Last year, your re-

sponse was overwhelming.  The mission team will dis-

tribute these items at the end of the month.  Happy 

shopping!   Don’t forget to pray about the families in 

need as you shop and gather.   

Our Christmas OfferingOur Christmas OfferingOur Christmas OfferingOur Christmas Offering    

God’s Precious GiftGod’s Precious GiftGod’s Precious GiftGod’s Precious Gift    

Christmas always brings us back to our childhood, images of 

Mary, Joseph, and especially the Baby Jesus—born in a stable, 

laying in a manger, barn animals peering over his “crib,” shep-

herds kneeling, the wisemen bearing gifts. That was only the 

beginning of the story. 

Did Mary and Joseph truly realize this baby was God’s greatest 

gift to the world? Do we? 

The Baby Jesus became the world’s greatest teacher of how to 

live and how to honor God. As we study, worship and reflect 

during this season of Advent; may we remember that Gods 

assurance of his love is a precious gift to each of us. 

As we celebrate Christ’s Birthday and pray for peace in our 

country and throughout the world, may we remember our 

church with our prayers and our gifts. 

A blessed Christmas and Happy New Year to all, 

The Finance Committee 

The Gra�tude Campaign was a true success, and it 

appears that our pledge goal for 2020 has been 

met!  If anyone s�ll wishes to make a financial 

commitment to Asbury for 2020 we would be hap-

py to provide pledge cards; we will have some cards available in 

the Dahlquist Room (where we have coffee hour).  Many thanks 

to all for their faithful support! 
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Replenish the Pantry 

The Cupboard is Bare 

   Day 1 – Box of Pasta 

   Day 2 – Can of pasta sauce 

   Day 3 – Box of powdered milk, or carton of long shelf milk 

   Day 4 – Can of Stew 

   Day 5 – Can of beans 

   Day 6 – Can of potatoes 

   Day 7 – Peanut butter 

   Day 8 – Jelly (plastic container) 

   Day 9 – Can of Peas 

   Day 10 – Box of raisins (small boxes for lunches) 

   Day 11 – Box of snack crackers (i.e. Goldfish) 

   Day 12 – Box of teabags 

   Day 13 – Can or jar of coffee 

   Day 14 – Box of hot cereal (instant packages) 

   Day 15 – Can of fruit (or small fruit bowls for lunches) 

   Day 16 – Can of Tuna 

   Day 17 – Can of chicken noodle soup 

   Day 18 – Can of tomatoes or tomato sauce 

   Day 19 – Hand soap 

   Day 20 – Toothpaste 

   Day 21 – Tooth brush 

   Day 22 – Dish soap 

   Day 23 – Toilet Paper 

   Day 24 – Detergent 

   Day 25 – Paper towels 

   Day 26 – Canned Juice 

   Day 27 – Box of macaroni and cheese 

   Day 28 – Jar of applesauce 

   Day 29 – Can of mixed vegetables 

   Day 30 – Can of carrots 

   Day 31 – Box of Cheerios 
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The week of December 4
th
 I delivered our 

dona�ons of hats, gloves and socks to Holli-

man, Wyman and Hoxsie Elementary Schools 

here in Warwick.  All three principals were 

grateful for the thoughPulness of our church 

community.  I considered it a privilege to bring our 

dona�ons to the area schools, knowing firsthand how 

much they are needed and appreciated.   

Below please find thank yous from the principals and 

Alison Razza, who grew up at Asbury UMC. 

Diane Newman-Goins 

To Asbury Church members, 

We are always grateful for dona�ons of new clothing 

items for our students.  Most of us take access to 

warm winter clothing for granted, but we have found 

many children in our school community tend to go 

without.  As a direct result of your church members’ 

dona�ons, many children at our school will be warm-

er and more comfortable, while many caregivers will 

be less anxious about how to care for their children 

this winter season.  

Joe Coffey, 

Principal, Holliman School 

Alison Reid Razza gratefully accepts dona�ons 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you.  We can definitely 

use these!    

Alison Reid Razza 

School Nurse, Holliman School  

Thank you so much for the dona�ons of hats, gloves 

and socks.  As the 2
nd

 neediest school in Warwick, we 

can certainly use these and appreciate your help.  I 

will pass these on to our school nurse, Mrs. 

McCaffrey, who will see that they are distributed as 

needed.   

Thank you again. 

Gary McCoombs, Principal at Hoxsie School 

The generosity of many of you helped us to 

make 78 gi& bags for Project Outreach.  

These bags included nail polish, lo�on, polish 

remover, co#on balls, and nail files.   These 

are gi&s that the Mission Church Of  Open 

Table offered to those they are serving in the commu-

nity.  Thank you for making this effort a joyous suc-

cess! 

Dear Asbury Friends,  once again, you have shown 

your willingness to share with others who are strug-

gling in our community.  We asked for hats, socks and 

mi#ens.... you responded by contribu�ng 3 scarves, 

77 pairs of gloves, 128 pairs of socks and 115 

hats!   These items will be distributed to Warwick 

schools.  You are a kind and generous people!   Thanks 

for suppor�ng this Mission Drive.    

To the wonderful people of Asbury Church: 

Thank you so much for your love and for your very 

generous Christmas gi&.  It is a true joy to serve in 

your midst and a blessing to work with your amazing 

Pastor!  I look forward to the next six months. I am 

confident that Asbury will con�nue to be a vibrant 

church and a reflec�on of Christ in our li#le corner of 

God’s world. 

I have chosen to forward your gi& to a non-profit lo-

cated on Broadway in south Providence. Youth-in-

Ac�on does incredible work with inner city youth. So 

many of the youth involved receive cri�cal support 

and encouragement during their high school years. 

They almost always move on to successfully tackle the 

challenges of life. They truly make a difference in the 

communi�es in which they live and serve. 

Once again, thank you for your generosity, love and 

support. Merry Christmas and may the blessings of 

God be with you in 2020. 

Pastor John  

To my Asbury Family, 

Thank you so much for the generous Christmas Gi&! 

You are a wonderful group of people and I am fortu-

nate to work at Asbury. 

   Blessings, 

   Celeste 
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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR: 

1 New Years Day 

5 Worship             9:30am 

8 Women’s Book Study           9:30am 

 Choir Rehearsal             6:45pm 

12 Worship             9:30am 

13 Pastor’s Office Hours    10:00am - 12:30pm 

 UMM Meeting             6:30pm 

 UMW Meeting                 7:00pm 

14 Pastor’s Office Hours    10:00am - 12:30pm 

 Outreach Team Meeting                    7:00pm 

15 Women’s Book Study           9:30am 

 Choir Rehearsal             6:45pm 

19 Worship             9:30am 

20 Pastor’s Office Hours    10:00am - 12:30pm 

21 Pastor’s Office Hours    10:00am - 12:30pm 

 Finance Committee Meeting            7:00pm 

22 Women’s Book Study           9:30am 

 Choir Rehearsal             6:45pm 

26 Worship             9:30am 

27 Pastor’s Office Hours    10:00am - 12:30pm 

28 Pastor’s Office Hours    10:00am - 12:30pm 

 Church Council            7:00pm 

29 Women’s Book Study           9:30am 

 Choir Rehearsal             6:45pm 

The deadline for the February 2020 

Newsle!er is Thursday January 23, 

2020. Thank you. 

1 Linda Cooper 

4 Mikayla Tudino 

 Maryann Williams 

10 Lisa Arnold 

 Judy Rogers 

14 Christine Mills 

16 Robert Newman 

 Patrick Rowe 

17 Donna Dias 

20 Cynthia Norton 

22 Sara Capasso 

 Dianne Pratt 

23 Jessica Whitney 

24 Steve Capasso 

 Audra Drury 

26 Marge Brindle 

								Recipe	Corner	

Recipe	submitted	by:		Barbara	Bishop	

Bu�erscotch Brownies 

1 lb. light brown sugar 

2/3 cup bu#er 

Melt and let cool 10 minutes 

3 eggs - add and beat well 

2  2/3 cups flour 

2 1/2 tsp. baking powder 

1/2 tsp. salt 

1 lb. pkg. chocolate chips ( I use bi#ersweet) 

Bake at 325 convec�on for 25 minutes or 350 for 

30 minutes in a 13x9 pan 

Pastor Go will be on Vaca�on January 6 thru the 12th. 

Please contact the office with any ques�ons or if you 

are in need of pastoral care. 
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Get some ideas for celebra�ng Epiphany— page 2  

    The 2020 Ripple 

Effect conference-wide 

training event will fea-

ture na�onally known 

worship coach and au-

thor Jason Moore with 

his day-long training on 

5 Things Your Visitors 

Are Thinking But 

Won't Ask  

It's been said that eve-

ry church wants to 

grow. But is that re-

flected in the way we treat and a#end 

to our new visitors? 

While you might not think so, guest 

readiness is one of the most important 

issues facing the church today. A ma-

jority of churches are blind to the 

things that visitors consider when de-

ciding whether or not to return for 

future visits. 

We are excited to bring Moore to 

New England for two sessions of train-

ing on this crucial topic: March 27, 

2020 in Maine and March 28, 2020 in 

Rhode Island. 

Author, speaker, and worship coach 

Jason Moore is passionate about help-

ing the church reach 

the culture we live in.  

The owner of Midnight 

Oil Produc�ons, he is 

known for his pioneer-

ing work in collabora-

�ve worship design, 

media produc�on and 

secret worshiper con-

sulta�ons.  

His books are Digital 

Storytellers, Design 

Ma)ers and Taking Flight with Crea-


vity.  

The New England Conference’s annual 

Ripple Effect events are designed to 

provide resources that will inspire and 

equip you and your church leaders to 

live more fully into the mission of the 

church. 

These events are coordinated by 

NEAC Director of Congrega�onal De-

velopment Rick McKinley. 

Learn more and register 5 Things Your 

Visitors Are Thinking But Won't Ask 

on our website www.neumc.org/

events 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN NOW; VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.neumc.org/events @ 

 
Review revised Social Principles 

The United Methodist Church has a 

long history of tackling complicated, 

controversial and contemporary topics 

such as polygamy, child marriage, abor-

�on, violence and treatment of mi-

grants. 

While much a#en�on currently is 

focused on the church’s stance on 

LGBTQ peo-

ple, it is not 

the only hu-

man struggle 

the church 

prays about 

and address-

es. 

For the past 

eight years, a 

diverse 

group of 

writers and 

editors has been revising the denomina-

�on’s Social Principles, which since its 

founding has been an expression of the 

Wesleyan commitment to social holi-

ness for The United Methodist Church. 

The Revised Social Princi-

ples crisscrossed con�nents, was read 

and studied by thousands and will land 

in Minneapolis in May for final review 

and approval at the 2020 United Meth-

odist General Conference. 

To read the Revised Social Principles 

in one of seven languages, visit    

www.umcjus�ce.org/sp2020.  

Find the full story at umnews.org 

Ripple Effect 2020 with Jason Moore 

Connected is a publica�on of the New Eng-

land Conference of  The United Methodist 

Church. This monthly insert is designed put 

Conference news directly into the hands of 

our local church members.  

Find more at www.neumc.org. 

5 Things Your Visitors Are Thinking But Won't Ask  



Let’s Connect 

Do you have a story to share? A feature idea? A ques
on to ask? Contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communica
ons,  

at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 

2 

Epiphany is one of the most joyous feast days in the church 

year as we celebrate the visit of the Magi and Jesus’ coming as 

Savior of all people. Because it happens 12 days a&er Christmas 

(Jan. 6), the celebra�on can be lost in post-holiday fa�gue. 

However, with a li#le crea�ve thinking, this holy day can shine.  

TWELFTH NIGHT DINNER 

One of the most tradi�onal ways to celebrate Epiphany is to 

gather for a meal, tell the story of the Magi visi�ng the Christ-

child and give gi&s to the children. To bring the story to life, 

have some church members dress up as the Magi and recount 

the story of their journey to Bethlehem in first person while 

walking around and giving small candies or coins to the chil-

dren. 

You might invite children to par�cipate in a tradi�on from 

many parts of the world. Have them leave their shoes by the 

door as they enter — along with some grass for the wise men’s 

camels. While the children are inside, have someone remove 

the grass and replace it with wrapped candies. Remind the chil-

dren to check their shoes for a li#le surprise. 

MAGI STAR GAZING NIGHT 

In honor of these ancient star gazers, celebrate the season by 

following in their footsteps. Invite the telescoping community 

to set up their scopes on the church lawn and look up at the 

night sky. Many theologians and scien�sts believe 

that the star the Magi were tracking was actually 

the planet Jupiter. There are online charts to find 

when it is visible in the night sky. To take this idea 

to the next level, try invi�ng a local expert to give 

an astronomy lecture highligh�ng upcoming astro-

nomical events. 

KING CAKE BAKE SALE 

A food tradi�onally associated with Epiphany is the 

King Cake (aka gale#e des Rois, Bolo Rei, Three 

Kings Cake, Roscón, etc.). Because it is made in so 

many different ways around the world, you can 

offer a variety of cake types in the King Cake-style. 

King Cakes are round (like a bundt cake) to symbol-

ize a king’s crown. Each King Cake will contain 

some sort of bean or trinket (even a small plas�c 

baby) to symbolize baby Jesus. Whoever receives 

the piece with the trinket gets to wear a crown and 

prepares the cake the next year. 

These ideas and more can be found on   

resourceumc.org 

h�ps://gc2020welcome.org/ 

Spark an epiphany: Ideas for celebra�ng this joyous day 


