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During my vaca on in January, Juhee and I went on our ﬁrst winter hike to Lonesome Lake in the White
mountain, NH. Walking in the woods, which were covered with snow, was refreshing. The serenity of the winter
forest calmed our minds and helped us to enjoy the moment. A%er a while, Juhee asked me how to say “속았어
(I was fooled)” in English. She was expec ng to be walking on a plain trail with snowshoes, not hiking on a mountain. While I highly enjoyed the hiking, my wife moderately endured it. We love each other but it doesn’t mean
that we love everything that our partners love. Some mes, we endure things you don’t like for the sake of your
partner. Some mes, you try to be pa ent with your partner because you love him or her. Love is the strongest
bound between people and it is the only way that bridges the diﬀerences.
We have learned this divine love revealed through the cross of Jesus Christ. In the cross, we see God’s
willingness to suﬀer for the beneﬁt of sinful humanity and the crea on, and also the power of God that brings
life from death. The cross of Jesus Christ is the principle that can restore a broken rela onship between and
within us.
This picture is of a “Reconcilia on Cross.” What do you see in this cross? Two persons embracing one another. On the cross, God, the Father, embraced sinful human beings and their
enmity and suﬀered for our sake. Hence, “God reconciled us to himself through Christ.” (2 Corinthians 5:18) Our church can stand together in love even a%er the 2020 General Conference if
we don’t forget this love we received through the cross. Instead of merely focusing on right or
wrong ques ons about the issue of homosexuality, think of how we can truly love and embrace
one another despite our diﬀerences.
As we are going through a divisive me, please pray for Asbury and the United Methodist Church without
losing hope that “Love Wins!” The gi% of love is far greater than we expect so let us love one another as Christ
loves us.
“4 Love is pa ent; love is kind; love is not envious or boasCul or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on
its own way; it is not irritable or resenCul; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” (1 Corinthian 13:4-6)
Pastor Yohan Go
P.S. If you want to drink a cup of warm tea or coﬀee, don’t hesitate to come to the pastor’s oﬃce during my
oﬃce hours!
The Trumpeter

February 2020

1

A Message from Rev. Holt
“Wounded Religion”
Here is a lile “add-on” to my sermon delivered on Sunday, January 26. Quesons? Comments? Agree? Disagree? I’m always open to listen to you. A(er all, every month you listen to me!
I aJended a clergy mee ng at which our Bishop led a Q&A with pastors from across our Conference. It took a
turn for the nasty when somebody asked why so many non-Chris an organiza ons rented space at one of our
church conference centers. The woman who asked was quite alarmed that yoga groups rented space. She
pointedly told us that yoga had its roots in the Hindu religion. She suggested that we should not allow Hindus or
other non-Chris ans to use our camps and conference centers. A%er all, she con nued, God saves only Chrisans and those who believe in any other religion are des ned to be judged nega vely. They are worshipping
the wrong God!
My experience is that it is uJerly useless to argue with such narrow-minded people. They have already made up
their minds. I did, however, have the urge to “confess” my sin of permiOng two yoga groups to use our church.
I also wanted to shout out, “For God’s sake, woman, Jesus was Jewish!” In her way of thinking, Jesus would not
be permiJed to hold a mee ng at our conference centers. A%er all since Jesus was Jewish, he was not “saved”
and was clearly worshipping the wrong God.
For the record, Jesus was never Chris an. He never had any inten on of founding a new religion. I would argue
further that Jesus had a strong dislike for religion in general. He was not interested in such human inven ons.
What mo vated Jesus was the odd no on that what really maJers is that we love God and love each other.
Those who do yoga can love God. Those who confess the Hindu religion can love God. Even those who do not
embrace a par cular religion can love God. And those who are religious, non-religious or an -religious can also
love each other. Forget religion and live love! Our world would be a much beJer place if we did!
Religion is taking a bea ng today. It deserves it. When any group of people suggests that they have exclusive
access to God, they are arrogant and delusional. The tragic result of such exclusivist thinking should make us
nauseous: People fear God and struggle to love themselves. Even worse, a mul tude of murdered souls sleep in
the earth due to “it’s my way or the highway” religions. The only good reason for any religion to exist is to create what Dr. Mar n Luther King Jr. called the “beloved community;” a community in which God’s love is given
and received. If a religion cannot manage to give and receive God’s love, it ought to liquidate its assets and give
the proceeds to take care of those who are lonely, lost and in need. A%er all, that is the “how and the why” the
“Jewish” Jesus lived.
Pastor John

There are two open Sundays for ﬂowers on the altar,
March 1st and April 26. They can be given in
memory of a loved one, to honor a loved one, or to
celebrate a special milestone. Cost con nues to be
$28. Please see or contact Becky Arnold.
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The Trustees have recently installed a new panic bar
safety/security device on the main church building
side door . This has been put into opera on every
Sunday during service . For more informa on on this
usage and opera on please consult with any Trustee .

January 23, 2020
Dear Beloved in Christ:
Gree ngs in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and do not forget all his beneﬁts — (Psalm 103:1-2, NRSV)
Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory,
for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness.
(Psalm 115:1 NRSV)
What shall I return to the Lord
for all his bounty to me?
I will li% up the cup of salva on
and call on the name of the Lord,
I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people. (Psalm 116:12-14, NSRV)
I write to you today, praising and adoring our Creator God, in and through the precious name of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, for God's outpouring of love, grace, and mercy upon our Conference, worldwide ministries,
and mission through the generous and sacriﬁcial sharing of your resources.
While visi ng our districts this past fall, I shared my passionate witness about how mission has blessed
me personally and con nues to bless the people of God across the globe irrespec ve of their background, ethnicity, caste, creed, orienta on, or na onal origin. (Hear my witness).
With the support of our Cabinet and the Conference CommiJee on Finance and Administra on (CCFA), I shared
with you why it is important to support the goal of fulﬁlling 100 percent of our obliga on to World Missions at
such a me as this.
As part of our Christmas Giving Challenge, we invited you to share the cost of 60 cups of coﬀee, so we could parcipate in our worldwide missions and conference benevolence without viola ng the will of the Annual Conference by dipping into our reserves.
We are grateful and celebrate the ways you responded to the challenge!
The great stories and witness shared by our District Superintendents, along with powerful stories
and excitement coming from many quarters, con nue to inspire me. I am so proud of each one of you and all
our churches!
I would be failing in my duty if I did not share with you the wonderful results of your par cipa on in our
call to help make our dream a reality.

Con nued on next page
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Con nued from previous page

Three hundred eighteen (318) churches paid 100 percent of their mission shares and 49 of these churches paid
more than 100 percent! I know that some of the churches that did not make that goal tried their level best, and
many of their members par cipated in the Christmas Giving Challenge.
In addi on to your generosity, we beneﬁted from market apprecia on on our investments and provisions made
to save money without jeopardizing our important ministries.
Last night, upon receiving the preliminary report of our income and expenses, with all our bills having been
paid, our CCFA declared its unanimous decision to pay 100 percent of World Missions.
Friends in Christ, this accomplishment would not have been possible without the bounty that came through
your generous support of the Christmas Giving Challenge, a strong stock market, and the faithful stewardship of
our Conference leadership, including the Extended and Appoin ve Cabinet and our dedicated CCFA.
It is also a great joy to note that in addi on to mee ng all obliga ons, we are in a posi on to put money into
Conference reserves!
As soon as the CCFA mee ng ended, I read my Bible and thanked God: an amazing God doing amazing things
through the wonderful churches and generous children of God here in the New England Annual Conference!
In my Indian tradi on, I say Namaste, meaning “I greet the Divinity in you!” From the boJom of my
heart, THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
With a holy hug to each and every one of you!
In Christ’s love,

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar

Outreach Team
Thank you to you all for suppor ng Chancel Guild’s
eﬀorts at advent and Christmas to beau fy the sanctuary and chancel! We appreciated the extra help in
the decora ng process, we were overwhelmed with
the response to the poinseOa appeal, and we smiled
when we received your praises on how the decora ng
enhanced your worship experience. The members of
Chancel Guild are a crea ve, willing, and hardworking
group, and we love what we do! Thanks also goes to
Dave’s Market Floral Department and The Seasons of
New England for their beau ful ﬂowers and plants.
Happy New Year with joy-ﬁlled, blessed moments!!
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The Outreach Team had a great brainstorming mee ng
on January 14. Plans for this year include feeding the
hungry, 2 cookouts (one in May with the Korean Zion
church and one in September with Asbury’s neighbors), Fireﬁghters’ Apprecia on Day, E-Recycling in
April, Halloween in Pawtuxet Village, visitor welcome
gi%s. Firm dates and further informa on will be forth
coming.
We appreciate your par cipa on in last year’s events
and know that this congrega on is again commiJed to
being a welcoming, ac ve church in our community.

Hello Folks,
Hoping everyone had a wonderful Christmas and a great start to the new year.
We ﬁnished 2019 in good fashion. In last year’s budget we es mated we would receive $100,000 in pledges to
help us meet our budget goals. I am pleased to report to you that we met that goal, and I need to say thank you
to each of you for making that happen. We know that we will be challenged to match that number this year due
to the passing of some members and the transfer of other members, but we have faith that we will get there
with your help.
In our last quarter in 2019 we experienced some leaks in our aging pipes in the church building, but quick work
by our Trustees meant that the damage was mi gated. We are in the process of working with our insurance
agency to determine whether any of those repair expenses can be oﬀset.
The New England Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church sets standards for Pastoral compensa on.
Since our Pastor, Rev. Yohan Go, splits his me between Zion Korean United Methodist Church and Asbury United Methodist Church, our two churches are working together to make sure that we meet those compensa on
standards. We are grateful to Zion UMC for their ini a ve to secure a grant to oﬀset some of these expenses
for both of our churches. Rev. Go’s wife, the Rev. Juhee Lee, serves as Pastor at Haven United Methodist
Church in East Providence. Because Rev. Go and Rev. Lee reside at Asbury’s Parsonage, the three churches –
Zion, Haven, and Asbury – share equally in the u lity costs associated with the Parsonage.
Asbury is celebra ng its 90th year here in Warwick (recalling that the original Asbury was in Providence). One
event we can look forward to is a special concert featuring the organ and violin (Rev. Juhee Lee is an accomplished violinist) to be held on Saturday, March 28 – just three days and 90 years a%er our establishment! The
Finance CommiJee has guaranteed to cover the main expenses for this event, while allowing for a free will
oﬀering during the event. Rev. Go has also expressed hope that there may be a wider celebra on later this
Spring, so stay tuned for that!
Our recent audits have found no discrepancies or irregulari es, which is a tribute to Finance CommiJee members as well as to our wonderful Secretary, Celeste Leal. Our goal is always to be the best we can be, and in that
spirit, Celeste will be aJending so%ware training and our Financial Secretary Deb Rose will be researching other
so%ware that might be beneﬁcial to us. We are grateful to Rev. Joh Holt for his assistance in helping us to explore ways to ensure that our ﬁnancial ac vi es are strong.
If you have made a pledge to support Asbury this year, please accept our deepest thanks. If you have not yet
made a pledge but are considering it and want to talk to me about that, please let me know. And if any of you
have ques ons about our Financial status or procedures, I would be happy to address your ques ons.
Thanks very much for your con nued encouragement.
For the CommiJee,
Lee Arnold, Chair
The Trumpeter
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Recipe Corner
Recipe submitted by: Deb Rose
Replenish the Pantry
The Cupboard is Bare
“Lord, Jesus, on a crowded mountainside, you fed
the hungry. From what you have given us, help us
ensure that everyone has enough food. Amen”

Easy Taco Salad
Ingredients:
1 Head of Iceberg LeJuce
1 Quart of Grape or Cherry Tomatoes
1 Lb. of Ground Beef
1 16 oz. Package of Shredded Cheddar Cheese
1 Family Size Bag of Doritos Nacho Cheese Chips
1 24 oz. BoJle of Kra% Original Catalina Salad
Dressing
Direc ons:
Brown Ground Beef and break it into very small
pieces, strain the grease from it and let it cool for
about 20-30 minutes. Shred the Iceberg LeJuce,
cut the Tomatoes in half, Crush the Doritos into ny
pieces.
Mix the LeJuce, Ground Beef, Tomatoes, Cheese
and Doritos. Right before you’re ready to serve the
salad, add the Catalina salad dressing.
Serves about 10-12 people as a side dish.

6

The Trumpeter

February 2020

It’s time to start our pantry collection. Please gather
the items on the list over the next 4 weeks. The
items can be brought to church in sturdy boxes on
2/15 and 2/22. Please be in prayer for the people in
our community who are struggling. If you are aware
of families who need a box of the pantry items collected, please contact Jan Jones or Joan White.
Day 1 – Box of Pasta
Day 2 – Can of pasta sauce
Day 3 – Box of powdered milk, or carton of long shelf
milk
Day 4 – Can of Stew
Day 5 – Can of beans
Day 6 – Can of potatoes
Day 7 – Peanut butter
Day 8 – Jelly (plastic container)
Day 9 – Can of Peas
Day 10 – Box of raisins (small boxes for lunches)
Day 11 – Box of snack crackers (i.e. Goldfish)
Day 12 – Box of teabags
Day 13 – Can or jar of coffee
Day 14 – Box of hot cereal (instant packages)
Day 15 – Can of fruit (or small fruit bowls for lunches)
Day 16 – Can of Tuna
Day 17 – Can of chicken noodle soup
Day 18 – Can of tomatoes or tomato sauce
Day 19 – Hand soap
Day 20 – Toothpaste
Day 21 – Tooth brush
Day 22 – Dish soap
Day 23 – Toilet Paper
Day 24 – Detergent
Day 25 – Paper towels
Day 26 – Canned Juice
Day 27 – Box of macaroni and cheese
Day 28 – Jar of applesauce
Day 29 – Can of mixed vegetables
Day 30 – Can of carrots
Day 31 – Box of Cheerios

The Trumpeter
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Carolyn Lamothe

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR:

Michelle Sunoskie

2

Worship

3

Pastor’s Office Hours
Chancel Meeting

10:00am - 12:30pm
7:00pm

Joan King

4

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

Erin McGovern

5

Women’s Book Study
Choir Rehearsal

9:30am
6:45pm

9

Worship

9:30am

10

Pastor’s Office Hours
UMM Meeting
UMW Meeting

10:00am - 12:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

James Keene

Danika Hallam
Michael Whitney

9:30am

7

Fran Rowell

10

James Rison

11

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

12

Linda Quinn

12

16

Jane Gilman

Women’s Book Study
Choir Rehearsal

9:30am
6:45pm

16

Worship

9:30am

17

Pastor’s Office Hours

18

Pastor’s Office Hours
10:00am - 12:30pm
Finance Committee Meeting
7:00pm

David Keene

19

Women’s Book Study
Choir Rehearsal

9:30am
6:45pm

Carl Bishop Sr.

23

Worship

9:30am

Linda Cameron

24

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

Lee Williams

25

Pastor’s Office Hours
Church Council

10:00am - 12:30pm
7:00pm

26

Women’s Book Study
Choir Rehearsal

9:30am
6:45pm

Elyse Pare' Jones
Andrea Dunn
19

22

Nathan Bradbury

24

Harry Jones

25

Buddy Ford

10:00am - 12:30pm

Benjamin Sunoskie

8

26

Erin Rose

27

Laura Quist

28

Mary Drury
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The deadline for the March 2020
Newsleer is Monday, February 24 ,
2020. Thank you.

Ripple Eﬀect 2020: Learn what your visitors are looking for — 2

February 2020

Connected is a publica on of the New England Conference of The United Methodist
Church. This monthly insert is designed put
Conference news directly into the hands of
our local church members.
Find more at www.neumc.org.

Proposed plans for The UMC’s future
There are a number of plans for The
United Methodist Church’s future have
emerged since the special session of the
General Conference in February 2019.
The delegates to the 2020 General Con-

ference (May 5-15 in Minneapolis) will
be the ones to decide on which if any of
these plans is the path forward.
This website oﬀers a chance to review
all the plans side by side:

www.resourceumc.org/en/content/gc2020-proposed-plans

@

FIND MORE NEWS AND INFORMATION ON OUR WEBSITE:

www.neumc.org

On Jan. 9, Bishop Sudarshana
Devadhar wrote about the “Protocol on
Reconcilia on and Grace Through Separa on,” the most recent of the plans:
Beloved in Christ,
Gree ngs in the precious name of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Media reports made the “Protocol
on Reconcilia on
and Grace
Through Separaon” released Jan.
3, 2020, sound
like a conclusion
or a “done deal,”
but it is not. It is
just one possible
path forward for our denomina on.
It was formed by a small but diverse
group of UMC leaders. Just as with other plans that have emerged since February 2019, it will have to be submiJed as
legisla on to the 2020 General Conference in May, where it will be up to
the delegates to discern if this is the
direc on we should take.
There is much work ahead in these
next few months for the 862 delegates
(six from New England) to discern all the
legisla on and prayerfully consider what
God is calling us to do and be as United
Methodists.
Let us oﬀer them our prayerful support as we undertake our own discernment about how to be faithful disciples
of Jesus Christ.
These seem like extraordinary mes.
But even in these anxious days, our faith
guides us. May we hold one another in
prayer and Chris an love.
In Christ's love,
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar
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Ripple Eﬀect 2020

Be ready for church visitors
The 2020 Ripple Eﬀect conference-wide training event will feature na onally known worship coach and author Jason Moore
oﬀering his training: 5 Things Your Visitors Are Thinking But
Won't Ask

We are excited to bring Moore to
New England for two sessions of
training on this crucial topic:

It's been said that every church wants to grow. But is that reﬂected in the way we treat and aJend to our new visitors?

March 27, 2020
Cornerstone UMC
20 Jenkins Road, Saco, ME

While you might not think so, guest readiness is one of the most
important issues facing the church today.

Jason Moore
March 28, 2020
East Greenwich UMC
1558 South County Trail, East Greenwich, RI

A majority of churches are blind to the things that visitors consider when deciding whether or not to return for future visits.
Owner of Midnight Oil Produc ons, Moore is passionate about
helping the church reach the culture we live in.

Visit www.neumc.org/events to learn more and register

Open Spirit Task Force, 2020 General
Conference Delegaon plan district visits

District visits
Details will be added to the calendar on the Conference website as they become available.
www.neumc.org/events

The New England Delega on to
the 2020 General Conference and the Open Spirit Task
Force (OSTF) are moving forward
with their work and are planning
to give presenta ons in each
district in advance of the 2020
New England Annual Conference
session.

Vermont – 1-3 p.m. March 7, Trinity UMC, 137 Main
St., Montpelier
Mid-Maine – 2-4 p.m. March 8, Green Street UMC,
13 Green St., Augusta
N Maine – March 9
Central MA – March 14

At these district gatherings, facilitators from the OSTF and delega on will share the op ons that will be presented at the Annual
Conference in June 2020 and provide educa onal materials that
will help facilitate congrega onal conversa ons about these opons.

New Hampshire – 10 a.m. to noon, March 21, Tilton
-Northﬁeld UMC, 400 West Main St., Tilton
Tri-State – 2-4 p.m. March 22
CT/WMA – 7-9 p.m. March 25, Trinity UMC, 361
Sumner Ave., Springﬁeld, MA

The schedule for the gatherings is at right; you are welcome to aJend any

RISEM – 10 a.m. to noon, April 4, Wesley UMC, 55
Woodland St., Lincoln, RI

Materials from the Open Spirit Task Force

Metro Boston Hope – 3-5 p.m. April 5 (Palm Sunday), loca on TBD

The task force plans to provide resources for congrega ons to use in discussing The UMC’s future. Watch the OSTF and Conference websites for more.

www.osJne.org

@

GET DETAILS

www.neumc.org/events

Let’s Connect
Do you have a story to share? A feature idea? A queson to ask? Contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communicaons,
at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 ext. 150

