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The Rev. Yohan Go, Pastor
143 Ann Mary Brown Drive
Warwick, RI 02888
(401) 467-5122
e-mail: asburyumcri@gmail.com
website: www.asburyumcri.org
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Waing for Christ’s Coming
I have read a new report about the rapid decline of Chrisanity in the U.S. “In Pew Research Center telephone surveys conducted in 2018 and 2019, 65% of American adults describe themselves as Chrisans when
asked about their religion, down 12 percentage points over the past decade.” This is an alarming sign for the
church. All data seems to show negave signs for the church. We have to admit that we are entering the most
challenging and uncertain me in the church history.
We could ask, “What can we do? Is there any hope for the church’s growth?” As we are looking for a
light of hope in this dark me for the church, people in Palesne two thousand years ago looked for a light. The
Chrisan history started with the story of waing for Christ’s coming. The new year in the Chrisan liturgical calendar starts with the ﬁrst Sunday of Advent. The season of Advent is the me of waing for Christ’s coming to
us and among us for our redempon. Of course, we o3en forget Jesus’ promise to come back in the midst of our
busy lives. However, it is sll important to remember Jesus’ promise for his second coming because his promise
oﬀers us hope for the future.
In Korea, all males have to complete 2 years mandatory military service. From the ﬁrst day of their enlistment, young men counted how many days are le3 unl discharge day. They know that the day is coming and
that hope helps them to endure diﬃcules and challenges in the army. Somemes, we may have to endure diﬃcult mes, but we also know that our suﬀering and pain will not be the last word for our lives because our Savior
is coming for our redempon. The promise of good news for the future sustains hope in us and helps us to live
out our faith.
Churches may have to endure a dark winters night but we don’t have to be afraid of it because the light
of hope is coming for our redempon. With faith in Christ’s promise, let us sing joyful hymns and shine our small
light to the world.
“May the God of hope ﬁll you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overﬂow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)
Yohan
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These are excing mes in the life of Asbury UMC!
Eighteen members of our congregaon were trained and received CPR/AED cerﬁcaons!
Our Hungry Friday events are important days of fellowship and outreach to those in need!
Our visitors will be receiving mugs ﬁlled with hot cocoa packets and treats. Invite your friends and neighbors!
Let them experience God’s love during Advent!

Upcoming opportunies
See “It’s a Wonderful Life” on December 8 @ 2:00 at the Gamm Theater on Jeﬀerson Blvd in Warwick
Tickets are $29.95 per person. Contact Alice Pace as soon as possible.
Next Hungry Friday event - Something a liMle diﬀerent, a liMle more laid back for the month of December.
Gather in the Social Hall on Friday, December 6 at 10:30 to make hot chocolate. We will distribute the hot chocolate and single packaged cookies at 2:00 at Burnside Park in Providence. Donaons requested: cookies, canisters of hot cocoa mix.
Sunday a3ernoon family movie “The Star”. Nadia McGovern will be providing more details.
Sign up to spend a Sunday morning with our liMlest ones in our Nursery.

Do you have ideas for reaching out to those in need?
Do you feel called to make a diﬀerence in the lives of those less fortunate ?
Join the Outreach Team!
See Andrea Dunn, Cindy Ford, Linda Lucini, Billy McGovern, Alice Pace, Donna Rowe, Jill Rowe.

Grateful for My Asbury Family
There are not adequate words to thank each of you for your prayers, cards, loving messages and acts of kindness over these last few months of Don Kennedy’s life.
Special thanks go to Pastor Yohan and Pastor Juhee, Don’s family, the Woman’s Prayer group and Book Study,
Chancel Guild and Celeste for his memorial service and gathering a3erwards. I pictured Don—peeking down
from Heaven—watching, listening, smiling, shedding a few tears—and truly surprised that so many came to
help celebrate his life. He loved our church and always wanted to see the pews ﬁlled. He was a gentle, loving,
companion and friend, and I will truly miss him.
With love and God’s blessing to all as together we wait to celebrate the birth of the Baby Jesus.
Joyce Moore
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Hello Folks,
In November we heard beauful messages from Alice Pace, from David Dorsey, from Judy Anderson, and from
Tim Webb, sharing with us why they support Asbury. Their messages were from their hearts, and there were
some common threads – support, caring, love, family – and their spirit is a source of gratude.
Pastor Yohan Go and Pastor John Holt centered their November sermons on thanks and giving, and I had the
chance to share some of my thoughts as well when I was privileged to give the sermon on November 10. Part of
what I said is this:
“I choose to support Asbury because it has become a central part of my life, and it has made a diﬀerence in the
lives of so many others.”
Weddings, Bapsms, Conﬁrmaons, new member welcomes, memorial services and funerals – my family has
experienced all of these milestones at Asbury; perhaps you have as well. Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter
services; yard sales, special dinners, Bazaars; Women’s and Men’s groups, Advent and Lenten study groups;
food drives, clothing drives, bringing umbrellas and lunches to people in need; sponsoring the Boy Scout troop;
through Mission Shares payments, helping people in need here in New England and elsewhere. All of that, and
more, happens here.
Becky and I choose to show our gratude – our thanks and our giving - in a tangible way, through our oﬀering.
We have included a step chart in this newsleMer to show you the paMern of giving here at Asbury. I ask you to
prayerfully consider how you can support Asbury ﬁnancially, and challenge you to move up at least one step
from where you are this year. Let’s make it our resoluon for Asbury to not just survive, but to thrive.
We are coming to the end of a year that saw us say goodbye to Pastor Elisabeth Smith and say welcome to our
new leader, Pastor Yohan Go and supporng pastor Rev. John Holt. Our ﬁnancial situaon is beginning to stabilize, our $6,000 goal for the Bazaar was met, and our 2019 Mission Shares have been paid in full thanks to the
gi3 le3 by Janice DiFranco.
Pastor Yohan has asked the current CommiMee Chairs to stay in place for the coming year to provide connuity
as he seMles in. I look forward to serving with the Finance CommiMee in 2020. I remain grateful to the people
who serve with me on the Finance CommiMee.
Thank you for your prayers, support and encouragement this year. Have a blessed Christmas.
Peace.
For the Finance CommiMee,
Lee Arnold, Chair
The Trumpeter
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2019 Weekly Pledges

2
3

$101 - 150

CLIMBING THE STEPS AT ASBURY UMC

0
1
1
6
4
5
5
2
1

$71 - 80

$61 –70

$51 - 60

$41 - 50

$31– 40

$21 - 30

$16 - 20

$11 - 15
What does this mean to me?

$6 - 10

5

$81 - 100

What step are you on?
$1 - 5

What step would you like to reach?
Can you show your faith by climbing a step or two in the year ahead?
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32.00

30.00

28.00

26.00
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42.00
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33.00

30.00
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24.00
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18.00

15.00

12.00

9.00

6.00

4.50

3.00

1.50

80.00

76.00

72.00

68.00

64.00

60.00

56.00

52.00

48.00

44.00

40.00

36.00

32.00

28.00

24.00

20.00

16.00

12.00

8.00

6.00

4.00

2.00

99.00

88.00

77.00

66.00

55.00

44.00

33.00

22.00

16.50

11.00

5.50

98.00

84.00

70.00

56.00

42.00

28.00

21.00

14.00

7.00

14%

105.00

90.00

75.00

60.00

45.00

30.00

22.50

15.00

7.50

15%

104.00 112.00 120.00

91.00

78.00

65.00

52.00

39.00

26.00

19.50

13.00

6.50

13%

108.00 117.00 126.00 135.00

96.00

84.00

72.00

60.00

48.00

36.00

24.00

18.00

12.00

6.00

12%

110.00 121.00 132.00 143.00 154.00 165.00

100.00 110.00 120.00 130.00 140.00 150.00

90.00

80.00

70.00

60.00

50.00

40.00

30.00

20.00

15.00

10.00

5.00

11%

108.00 120.00 132.00 144.00 152.00 168.00 180.00

99.00

90.00

81.00

72.00

63.00

54.00

45.00

36.00

27.00

18.00

13.50

9.00

4.50

9%

112.00 126.00 140.00 154.00 168.00 182.00 196.00 210.00

104.00 117.00 130.00 143.00 156.00 169.00 182.00 195.00

96.00

88.00

80.00

72.00

64.00

56.00

48.00

40.00

32.00

24.00

16.00

12.00

8.00

4.00

8%

112.00 128.00 144.00 160.00 176.00 192.00 208.00 224.00 240.00

105.00 120.00 135.00 150.00 165.00 180.00 195.00 210.00 225.00

98.00

91.00

84.00

77.00

70.00

63.00

56.00

49.00

42.00

35.00

28.00

21.00

14.00

10.50

7.00

3.50

7%

More Than A Tithe

114.00 133.00 152.00 171.00 190.00 209.00 228.00 247.00 266.00 285.00

108.00 126.00 144.00 162.00 180.00 198.00 216.00 234.00 252.00 270.00

102.00 119.00 136.00 153.00 170.00 187.00 204.00 221.00 238.00 255.00

96.00

90.00

84.00

78.00

72.00

66.00

60.00

54.00

48.00

42.00

36.00

30.00

24.00

18.00

12.00

9.00

6.00

3.00

6%

Tithe
10%

100.00 120.00 140.00 160.00 180.00 200.00 220.00 240.00 260.00 280.00 300.00

95.00

90.00

85.00

80.00

75.00

70.00

65.00

60.00

55.00

50.00

45.00

40.00

35.00

30.00

25.00

20.00

15.00

10.00

7.50

5.00

2.50

Moving Toward A Tithe
2%
3%
4%
5%

Weekly Tithing Chart

Where does your giving fall on the chart? (ﬁnd income on le3 column, then move to right unl you ﬁnd your present giving then look up to the top of that
column.) How far do you have to go to be thing? Can you trust God to increase your giving 1% per year unl you get there?

19.00

$1900

18.00

8.00

$800

$1800

7.00

$700

17.00

6.00

$600

$1700

5.00

$500

16.00

4.00

$400

$1600

3.00

$300

15.00

2.00

$200

$1500

1.50

$150

14.00

1.00

$100

$1400

.50

1%

$50

Income

Weekly

Gross

Recipe Corner

Advent Book Study
Our Advent Book study will start the ﬁrst week of December. We will be reading “Almost Christmas: a
Wesleyan Advent Experience.”
In John Wesley’s famous sermon, “The Almost Chrisan,” he encouraged people to follow Christ wholeheartedly. In Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent
Experience, author and pastor Magrey deVega leads a
group of authors in exploring how we can make the
same commitment to Christ during Advent, and connect our Wesleyan heritage with the tradional Advent themes of Love, Hope, Joy, and Peace.
There will be three groups for you to choose from:
• Group A: Monday morning at 10:00 am. In the
Pastor’s oﬃce (The ﬁrst meeng will be Dec. 2nd.)
• Group B: Wednesday morning at 9:30 am in the
library (The ﬁrst meeng will be Dec. 4th.)
• Group C: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm at Kerri and
Dave Dorsey’s House (127 New London Avenue)
This group will start their study this Saturday
(Nov.30.)
Please join the book study and learn
the meaning of Advent!

United Methodist Women
The UMW will meet on Monday, December 9th at 6:00
PM at the home of Becky Arnold for our Christmas
gathering. For our mission project this Christmas we
will also be adding to the collecon of hats, gloves,
etc. with the congregaon. We will also collect nail
polish, polish remover,
emery boards ;and top coat; we will be puUng together bags of nail products for the ladies and girls at Project Outreach for the holidays.
If you can join us, please let Becky or Joan White
know. We all bring something for an appezer & dessert buﬀet which is usually delicious.
Joan White or Becky Arnold
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Judy Anderson's New Jersey Sweet Potato Casserole
4 lbs sweet potatoes or yams
1 cup melted margarine or buMer
8 tablespoons light brown sugar, packed
1 cup raisins
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1 or 2 McIntosh apples
Instrucons:
1. Cook, peel and mash sweet potatoes
2. Cut apples into chunks
3. Melt margarine or buMer, while sll hot mix into
brown sugar, then blend into sweet potatoes
4. Sr in raisins and pecans, fold in apple chunks
5. Pour the yam mixture into a greased casserole dish
5. Bake at 350º for 45 minutes
Serves 12

To the Asbury family,
On behalf of our father, Don Kennedy, our entire
family would like to thank the Asbury community
of worshipers for their outpouring of love and support throughout the years and especially during the
last few months! We are grateful for all who contributed to his celebration of life service. Our hearts
are full.
Wendy & Bob Recchia, Matthew & Harumi Recchia,
Adam Recchia & Rory Merritt-Recchia
Claudia & Dana Lynch, Caitlyn & Justin Heald, Jackson & Bradley, Brandon & Laura Lynch

Tau Cross
The cross hanging above the altar for
the Advent season is called the Tau
Cross.
It is so named because it resembles the Greek
letter of that name. It is also called the Old
Testament Cross because, according to tradition, the pole on which Moses lifted up the brazen serpent was a Tau Cross. This is the original form of a cross.
The cross was made many years ago by Robert
Baldwin Sr.

Christmas Card Tree
The chancel guild will once again set

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR:
1

Advent Book Study Meeting
Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am
11:00am - 12:30pm

3

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

4

Advent Book Study Meeting
Choir Rehearsal

9:30am
6:45pm

7

Advent Book Study Meeting

5:00pm

8

Second Sunday in Advent
Worship

9:30am

9

Dahlquist room. Add your card to
the tree to wish your church family a merry
The number of cards each year is increasing and a
joy to see.

The deadline for the January
Newsle(er is Thursday, December
26, 2019. Thank you.

9:30am

2

up the Christmas card tree in the

Christmas!!!

First Sunday in Advent
Worship

Advent Book Study Meeting
Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am
11:00am - 12:30pm

UMW Christmas Gathering
UMM Meeting

6:00pm
6:30pm

10

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

11

Advent Book Study Meeting
Choir Rehearsal

9:30am
6:45pm

14

Advent Book Study Meeting

5:00pm

15

Third Sunday in Advent
Worship

9:30am

16

Advent Book Study Meeting
Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am
11:00am - 12:30pm

17

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

18

Advent Book Study Meeting
Choir Rehearsal

9:30am
6:45pm

21

Advent Book Study Meeting

5:00pm

22

Fourth Sunday in Advent
Worship

9:30am

23

Advent Book Study Meeting
Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am
11:00am - 12:30pm

24

Christmas Eve Worship with Zion

25

Christmas Day

26

Newsletter Deadline

29

Worship

31

New Years Eve

5:00pm

9:30am
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2

Ashley Anderson

3

Kevin Quinn

6

Amy Quinn

7

Isla Poplar Arnold
Bob Bradbury

in memory of or to honor a loved one. Poinse!as will be placed
in the Chancel on December 22nd and will remain unl a'er the
Christmas Eve Service.
Please complete the form below and mail or give it to:

Grant Horatio Taylor

Becky Arnold

8

Annie Olive Arnold

143 Ann Mary Brown Drive

10

Logan Moore

11

Barbara Marcoccio

13

Cheryl Francis

14

Nadia McGovern

17

Stephen Blanche

19

Deb Marshall

20

Zach Diffley

22

Claude LeBoeuf

Phone Number__________________ email ______________

24

Janice Anderson

In Honor of ________________________________________

28

Judy Anderson

29
30

The Trumpeter

Warwick RI 02888
Please enclose cash or a check for $15.00 for each plant,
made payable to Asbury UMC.
Orders need to be in by December 14th.
Poinse4a Order
Name ____________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________

or

Michelle Dorsey

In Memory of _______________________________________

Allison McGovern

By (As you wish to be Listed) __________________________

Joann Mancini
Bob Carter

8

It’s that me to order a Christmas poinse!a

Check or cash in the amount of _______________________

Jordan Jones

Want Plant _____________

James Rowell

Do Not Want Plant____________

December 2019

Dear Friends of Asbury,
One of the pleasant dues of being Chair of
Staﬀ/Parish is to remind you that Christmas is upon us.
It has been our custom here at Asbury to present
our pastors and staﬀ with a special gi' at this me of year.
As in the past, any amount that you wish to donate is
gratefully accepted.
Please mail your donaons to Diane Newman-Goins:
143 Ann Mary Brown Drive
The gi's will be presented on
Sunday, December 18th at our 9:30am service.
Please send any donaon you wish to make by December 18th.
Please make checks payable to Asbury UMC.
Thank you in advance for your generous contribuon
toward these gi's.
Warm Christmas Greengs,
Diane Newman-Goins

Spiritual growth: Taizé Pilgrimage & Mission of Peace — 2
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Connected is a publicaon of the New England Conference of The United Methodist
Church. This monthly insert is designed put
Conference news directly into the hands of
our local church members.
Find more at www.neumc.org.

A cup of coﬀee can change the world ...

Join the Christmas Giving Challenge
The October 2019
ﬁgures show NEAC
Mission Shares are
down $340,239.

Advent
The season of Advent, which comes
from the Lan word adventus meaning
“coming” or “visit," begins four Sundays
before Christmas – Dec. 1, 2019 – and
ends on Christmas Eve. Advent is the
beginning of the liturgical year.
During Advent, we prepare for, and ancipate, the coming of Christ. We remember the longing of Jews for a Messiah and our own longing for, and need
of, forgiveness, salvaon and a new beginning.
Even as we look back and celebrate the
birth of Jesus in a humble stable in Bethlehem, we also look forward ancipang
the second coming of Christ as the fulﬁllment of all that was promised by his
ﬁrst coming.
Visit www.umc.org to ﬁnd a wide range
of resources for celebrang Advent and
for reaching out to the community during this special season.

take up the challenge. We gratefully
encourage everyone
to parcipate as they
are able; that's how
we work together in
the connecon!

This means we may
not be able to fulﬁll
the missional obligaons we have covenanted to support
this year.
There is no doubt
this will have the
largest adverse impact on those who
are the least among
us.
If 10 members from
each church contributed just $3 per day
– the price of a cup
of coﬀee – from now through Dec. 31,
2019 ($180 each), we would meet our
responsibilies to the World Service
Fund.
If another 8 members joined them, we
would fulﬁll our conference apporonment obligaons enrely.
Of course, some churches have fewer
members and others more who can

@

We invite each of you
to join Bishop
Devadhar's Christmas
Giving Challenge:
Submit your check for
$180 (or more!)
through your local
church and designate
it for Mission Shares.
We, the Extended
Cabinet — the bishop, district superintendents, conference
execuve staﬀ, conference lay leader,
and president of the Foundaon —
have all accepted the challenge and
have sent our checks to the Conference
Treasurer. We hope that you will join
us.
Read the Cabinet’s full message and a
leMer from the Conference Council on
Finance and Administraon (CCFA)
online.

READ MORE ABOUT THIS ON OUR WEBSITE

www.neumc.org
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Learning opportuniCes for youth and young adults

Register now for 2020 pilgrimage to Taizé
All youth and young adults between the ages of 16 and 30 are
invited to join a life-changing pilgrimage to Taizé, France, a place
which is ﬁlled with deep Chrisan spirituality and broad ecumenism.
This journey is led by Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar.
Daily rounes include Bible study, worship, prayer, silence,
workshops, reﬂecon, faith sharing, camp chores, and fellowship
with 3,000 pilgrims from around the world.
The 2020 Taizé Pilgrimage is July 24 to Aug. 3, 2020. The approximate cost $2,200. RegistraCon deadline is Jan. 15, 2019.
Hear from past pilgrims, get the applicaon and ﬁnd more
details at:

www.neumc.org/taizepilgrimage

Journey of
shalom for
HS students
The Mission of Peace (MOP) is a
yearly journey of discovery and shalom to naons in our global community sponsored by the Northeastern
Jurisdiconal Council on Youth Ministries of The United Methodist
Church.
Each year, every Annual Conference
in the jurisdicon may select up to
four high school youth to share in
this experience.
The approximate dates for the 2021 MOP to China are Dec. 27, 2020
to Jan. 15, 2021.
It is primarily a people-to-people experience in which we learn from our
hosts how they live as disciples of Jesus Christ in their country. It is a journey
of discovering God’s Shalom.
The esmated cost is $5,000 per person. Each youth must raise the money
to support his/her MOP and is expected to share their experience at least ﬁve
mes upon returning.
ApplicaCons are due March 1, 2020.
NEAC youth Sarah Ames and Camryn Davies went on the 2016 Mission of
Peace to China read about their experiences at www.neumc.org/MOP.

Turn on the news or look around your community
and you will ﬁnd the people who Jesus called “the
least of these:” those living in the margins of society,
struggling to survive. Over and over Jesus embraced
them.
And that’s what we want to model as The UMC.
We established Human Relaons Day as a Special
Sunday calling all of our churches to parcipate in
helping all God’s children to realize their potenal.

www.umcgiving.org

Let’s Connect
Do you have a story to share? A feature idea? A queson to ask? Contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communicaons,
at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 ext. 150

