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                 Finding a New Way of Being a Church 

 It has been only a month that I have been in Rhode Island and of course, I am s�ll adjus�ng myself to my 

new life in a new place. The best thing about living in Rhode Island so far is that I no longer have to drive more 

than 20 minutes to get to grocery stores or restaurants. “Everything is in 20 minutes!” Of course, there are things 

that I do not like. One thing that I do not and will not like is traffic jam. Everything is within 20 minutes but that 

does not mean that I can get anywhere within 20 minutes. If I am stuck in traffic, 20 minutes would become 40 

minutes or even an hour. Whether I like it or not, traffic will be a part of my new daily life in Rhode Island and I 

have to find a way to live with it. Some say, “Change is the only constant in life” and we always have to deal with 

small or big changes in our lives.  

Since July 1
st

, Asbury UMC, for the first �me, has become a part-�me church and this is a huge change. I 

am sure that no one likes this unexpected change. Whether we like it or not, we need to find a new way of being 

a church in this new situa�on. Many of us s�ll wonder what it means to be a part-�me church. I can tell you that 

there is no part-�me church just like there is no part-�me Chris�ans. We are the church and we will be the 

church as we always have been. That is the bo3om line. We will faithfully worship our God on Sunday. We will 

care for one another and pray for each other. We will serve our community and people in need just like we have 

been doing.  

So what’s changed? Asbury UMC will become more like the early Chris�an church. Think about how Ephe-

sians churches might work when Paul was away. People shared their gi8s Christ gave them to build up the body 

of Christ. Some were apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers; but they worked 

together to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-12) Paul 

did not do all works of ministry alone, but all faithful people of God work together to build up the church. Minis-

try is not a solitary job of pastors. Ministry is the job of the en�re church.  

I, as pastor, will do my best to make myself available for you and Asbury UMC. However, I also have to 

serve Zion Korean UMC and my responsibili�es for two churches may not allow me to cover all works Rev. Elisa-

beth did at Asbury UMC. So I hope you will step up and share your gi8s for the work of ministry.  

I am planning to develop visita�on teams. I would like to call it “Faithful Friends.” “Faithful Friends” will 

pray and visit homebound members of our church and those who need our care. Faithful Friends will bring com-

munion to those who cannot come to the church. In this loving way, Faithful Friends will be a channel of love and 

pastoral care for people in need even when I am not immediately available for them. While we o8en assume 

that pastoral care is a pastor’s job, pastoral care has never been the sole responsibility of a pastor. Loving and 

caring for one another is our job as the body of Christ!   

I cordially invite you to join this ministry. Be faithful friends for everyone! Please let Joan White or me 

know if you are interested in serving.  Let us work together to find a new way of being a faithful church.  

Pastor Yohan 
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A Message from Pastor John  

It says 

you are chosen. 

  Now and always, 

  whoever you are, 

  whatever you are like, 

  wherever you go. 

  You are chosen. 

Not chosen 

instead of someone else, 

or in front of someone else. 

  And not chosen 

  because you are be3er 

  or stronger 

  or wiser. 

You are simply 

  CHOSEN, 

  period. 

We are all chosen; not chosen to sit and be convinced, 

but to rise and walk.  God has chosen Asbury to em-

bark on a new journey; a journey to change this li3le 

corner of God’s world. Our collec�ve calling is to re-

mind all those who cross our path that they are chosen 

too. How do we do it?  We are limited only by our im-

agina�on. Nothing, however, will happen unless we 

get started.  I am ready to go. How about you?   

Pastor John 

Dear Friends: 

I feel so blessed to be part of Asbury Church!  Your 

warm welcome as well as the joyful spirit I feel when 

we gather is inspiring and fills me with gra�tude that I 

have been chosen to serve God with you.  It reminds 

me of a poem that a good friend, Rev. Sam Davis, 

wrote years ago.  It is called “I Choose You:  

Think your way back now, 

to when you were no longer li3le, 

and not yet grown up 

  to when you were in between. 

Time a8er �me, 

back then, 

you heard that word 

choose, 

  Choose partners 

  Choose captains 

  Choose up sides. 

Sooner or later 

that innocent li3le word 

  became painful 

  and humilia�ng. 

Remember not being chosen? 

‹or being chosen last? 

  Everyone waited 

  for the other side 

  to take you first. 

Everyone politely 

  pretended 

  that it didn't ma3er. 

  But there was a 

  certainty 

  in your heart that it did. 

They were picked; 

you weren't: 

  and that ma3ered 

  and that hurt. 

The story of Jesus 

says something very simple. 

It says 

  the simplest, 

  plainest, 

  clearest thing 

  that anyone can ever say 

  or ever hear. 

Pastor Office Hours 

Pastor Yohan 

Monday & Tuesday 10:00 to 12:30 & by Appointment 

Pastor Yohan’s Day Off is Friday 

Pastor John  

Most Tuesdays 10:00 to 12:00 
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           HOLY COMMUNION 

Have you ever considered what it 

means for the homebound members of 

our church family to miss receiving communion each 

month? I was part of a group who offered to visit the 

shut-ins of our church a8er Communion Sunday and 

take Holy Communion to them.   The one lady who I 

dearly enjoyed visi�ng was a lady named Eunice.  She 

was a long �me member of our church.  “Eunie” 

looked forward to my visit.  I took the elements in a 

portable communion set.  I also took the church bulle-

�n from that day’s worship.  We prayed and then I 

shared the scripture that was read at worship.  Some-

�mes she insisted that we sing one of the hymns from 

the worship service as well.   (We sang but we never 

recorded our beau�ful voices).  Then I shared com-

munion with her. It was a wonderful �me of fellow-

ship.  We closed with prayer and then I would just vis-

it for a bit.   

If this story has touched your heart, please let Rev. 

Yohan or me know.  This is a ministry we hope we can 

extend to all of our Asbury church family members 

who are unable to a3end worship.  You will be truly 

blessed by serving in ministry this way.   

Joan White 

OUTREACH REACHES OUT TO OUR COMMUNITY 

Join us for these outreach events: 

Recycle your old laptops, computers, keyboards, any-

thing with a plug at our e-recycling event being held 

at the church on Saturday, August 3rd from 9-12.  

Asking for dona�ons for our neighborhood cookout. 

Play in our state- of- the- art nursery.  Volunteer on a 

Sunday morning and get to know our future Asbury 

leaders.  Contact Linda Lucini or Diane Goins if you 

need “safe sanctuary” training. 

Make new friends at our neighborhood cookout. Free 

hamburgers, hotdogs, chips, water, watermelon and 

cookies.  Entertainment and date to be announced. 

Help those less fortunate by par�cipa�ng in our next 

hungry Friday event.  Join us for fellowship as we 

make PB&J sandwiches at Asbury and/or distribute 

lunch bags at Kennedy Plaza, downtown providence.   

Dona�ons of bread, water, peanut bu3er, jelly, small 

bags of chips requested.  Date to be announced 

God blesses each of us in so many ways, isn’t it great 

to share his love with others? 

Linda Lucini, Alice Pace, Donna Rowe, Billy McGovern, 

Cindy Ford, Andrea Dunn and Jill Rowe 

BREAD BAKING DATES 

It might seem far off now, but our Church Bazaar is 

fast approaching  

We’ll be star�ng on October 30 and 31st., November 

1st and 2nd. Wednesday through Saturday. Sign up 

sheets will go up in the Coffee Room in September.  

Thank you, 

Barbara Bishop 

The entire Bishop family would 

like to thank everyone involved 

for coordinating or helping in 

any way with the coffee hour af-

ter mom’s memorial service.  

It took a big load off our minds knowing it was in 

such capable hands. Mom must have been smiling 

down on everyone there, eating coffee bread baked 

by her one last time. 

I am moving back to my 

home. If you need to con-

tact me , please call me at 

my home. (Don Kennedy’s 

phone has been disconnected.) 

Thank you, 

Joyce Moore   

 

 CALL CHURCH OFFICE FOR ADDRESS 

Don Kennedy suffered a stroke while up in New 

Hampshire visi�ng his daughter, Claudia Lynch, and 

family.  

He and his family welcome your prayers for his recov-

ery. If you would like to send a card, this is the best 

address to reach him. 

Donald W. Kennedy 

Call Church Office for Address 
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Finance Commi3ee 
Hello Folks, 

We can report that our new Pastor, Rev. Yohan Go and his wife, Rev. Juhee Lee are just now se3ling into their 

new home, our Parsonage on Dartmouth Avenue here in Warwick.  That they were able to do so is a tribute to a 

lot of hard work by several people.  I would like to especially thank Warren Cole, President of the Board of Trus-

tees, for overseeing the process of repairs and improvements to the physical structure.  I also need to thank David 

Dorsey, our Treasurer, for arranging for the temporary housing of Rev. Go and his wife at the Sonesta Extended 

Stay facility in Warwick, for a3ending to an incredible amount of details, for keeping people in the loop, and for 

making sure that contractors got paid.  Diane Goins, Chair of the Staff-Parish Rela�ons Commi3ee, kept in con-

stant contact with the Pastor and with our various commi3ees.  Celeste Leal, our wonderful Secretary, has kept 

the office going and was very much part of ensuring a smooth transi�on for both Rev. Go and Rev. John Holt. 

On Tuesday evening, July 23 the Finance Commi3ee shared with the Church Council some of the details regarding 

the expenses involved in the transi�on.  Pain�ng, chimney repairs, carpe�ng, a new refrigerator, bathroom re-

pairs, new blinds and shades, and other items are designed to make this a pleasant home for our new Pastor and 

his wife and will protect this major asset for years to come.  We are handling the expenses involved by using in-

vested funds as well as opera�ng accounts and current income.  Over the summer the Finance Commi3ee will be 

discussing the elements of a capital campaign to restore the money we have had to transfer from investments, so 

that such funds will be available to the church for the future. 

Gary Melville, Director of Development for the United Methodist Founda�on of New England, wrote a thought-

provoking ar�cle �tled “Chicken or the Egg?” that I saw at the end of June.  Here’s how it starts: “The farmer asks 

which came first – the chicken or the egg?  A fun riddle to debate with the grandkids.  But when it comes to mon-

ey and ministry there is no ques�on.  Money has, and always will, follow mission.”  He expands on this a li3le lat-

er with this: “The clearer the mission, the more relatable, the be3er the financial response.  Witness the capital 

campaign to raise money to build an addi�on to the church to house the community food pantry.  Conversely, 

giving to support the annual budget sounds more like paying a bill at the end of the month.”   

At Asbury our mission is clear:  to make Disciples of Jesus Christ, and to do the Lord’s work in our community.  We 

see that work at Asbury in countless ways:  bringing clothing to Project Outreach which helps people in the Wash-

ington Park area; collec�ng food for various food banks; bringing sandwiches and water to people without means 

in the Kennedy Plaza bus area downtown; bringing treats and devo�onal books to our first responders in War-

wick; engaging in an ac�ve note ministry to people who need encouragement and who need to know they are not 

forgo3en; suppor�ng efforts beyond our community through such efforts as the Society of St. Andrew, and help-

ing support the missionary work of our former parishioners, the Edwards family.  The list goes on, but the reality 

is clear – here on earth, God’s work must truly be our own.  The people of Asbury �me and again respond to tan-

gible needs.   

So, here’s the dilemma:  to do all this consistently and well we need a base, a home; we call that the church, and 

it takes resources to make all of this happen, even when that doesn’t sound like a mission.  When it comes �me to 

contribute on a regular basis, it for sure pays the bills:  salaries (pastor, secretary, music director, sexton), u�li�es, 

maintenance and repairs, Chris�an Educa�on materials, grounds upkeep, and so on – seemingly mundane things 

that may seem disconnected to mission, but they provide the infrastructure to make the mission possible. 

So suppor�ng the budget through gi8s and �thes and extra efforts may not sound mo�va�ng like feeding the 

poor and helping to clothe people, but that budget to support the seemingly inanimate budget line items makes 

our missions possible. 

The Finance Commi3ee does its best to do its due diligence with respect to raising and spending funds for the in-

frastructure that makes our missions possible.  We fervently hope you will see the connec�on between contrib-

u�ng to support our budget and doing the work that touches and improves the lives of so many. 

Thanks so much for your con�nued support and encouragement. 

Blessings. 

For the Commi3ee, Lee Arnold, Finance Chair 
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Sunflowers at Bu3onwoods Farm in Griswold Ct.  

On Vaca)on with Flat Jesus - Send your pictures to asburyumc@cox.net 

Salisbury Beach New Hampshire 

Call Church Office Marilyn’s number 



 6     The Trumpeter     August   2019 

    DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR:   

Saturday, August 3 E-Recycle Day        9am - 12pm 

Sunday, August 4 Worship   9:30am 

Sunday, August 11 Worship   9:30am 

Sunday, August 18 Worship   9:30am 

Tuesday, August 20 Finance Committee 7:00pm 

Sunday, August 25 Worship   9:30am 

Tuesday, August 27 Church Council  7:00pm 

The deadline for the September 

Newsle�er is Thursday, August 22, 

2019. Thank you. 

2 Chris Nerney 

4 Cheryl White 

5 Michael Toomey 

9 Stephanie Gilman 

 David Vacchina 

11 Stephen Arnold 

 Walter Day 

12 Catherine Hanke 

14 Marcia Grenier 

 Bob Hanke 

19 Kathleen Martin-Estus 

20 Jackie Lenau 

 Alex Lucini 

26 Barbara Crosby 

 April Rowe 



Connected is a publica�on of the New Eng-

land Conference of  The United Methodist 

Church. This monthly insert is designed put 

Conference news directly into the hands of 

our local church members.  

Find more at www.neumc.org. 

August 2019 

NEAC historian honored by BU School of Theology — 2  

Every year, Bishop Sudarshana 

Devadhar makes a visit to each district 

in the New England Conference. These 

visits are an opportunity for clergy and 

laity to engage in dialog with the Bishop 

Devadhar.  

 

In his July/August 2019 newsle3er the 

bishop wrote:  

 

“I am looking forward to mee�ng you all 

in person during our fall district days. I 

heard from many of you asking me to 

talk about what it means to be a con-

nec�onal church, and why we, as Unit-

ed Methodists, claim it is not just our 

calling but our privilege to  be in mission 

and to par�cipate in shared minis-

tries across the connec�on. A8er 

prayerful reflec�on, I have decided 

these would be meaningful topics for us 

to explore together. Let us be in prayer 

about this, so when we meet, we may 

engage in fruiRul and fulfilling con-

versa�ons in good Chris�an spirit.” 

 

The dates for the bishop’s visits are  

below.  We will run updates as details 

solidify, so watch the website, your dis-

trict news, and our events calendar for 

more.   

Central MA — Nov. 9, 2019  

 

CT/Western MA — Oct. 13, 2109  

 

Metro Boston Hope — Nov. 10, 2019   

 

Mid-Maine — Dec. 7, 2019 

 

New Hampshire  — Sept. 21, 2019  

 

Northern ME —  Nov. 16, 2019 

 

RI/SE MA  — Oct. 12, 2019 (tenta�ve) 

 

Tri-State District  — Nov. 13, 2019  

 

Vermont — Dec. 14, 2019 

CHECK YOUR DISTRICT CALENDAR FOR MORE  

www.neumc.org/events @ 

 

Bishop recommends ... 
 

As he does each year, Bishop Sudar-

shana Devadhar recommends some 

reading for NEAC clergy and laity.  

 

This year, the bishop encourages us to 

read Pilo�ng Church: Helping your 

church take flight by Pastor Cameron 

Trimble (available from Chalice Press 

and Amazon). 

 

Find a link on our website: 

www.neumc.org/bishopsbooks 

 

 

In announc-

ing his selec-

�on at Annu-

al Confer-

ence, Bishop 

Devadhar 

said:  

 

“[Pastor 

Trimble] 

draws upon 

her experi-

ence and lessons learned as a pilot to 

help churches that feel grounded by 

shrinking membership and resources to 

take off, making the changes needed to 

be a vital faith community. As a church 

that is always growing and learning how 

to be the church in these anxious �mes, 

I request that all clergy and laity read 

[this] book.” 

Bishop’s Days on the Districts set 



Let’s Connect 

Do you have a story to share? A feature idea? A ques�on to ask? Contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communica�ons,  

at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 ext. 150 
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NEAC historian honored by Boston University School of Theology 

Rev. Thompson: Capture your church’s stories  
The Rev. Patricia J. Thompson has been named 

by Boston University School of Theology (BUSTH), 

as one of its three Dis�nguished Alums for 2019. 

Rev. Thompson, re�red, serves the Wolco3 (VT) 

UMC.  

Rev. Thompson earned her MDiv from BUSTH in 

1986, and will be honored this September along 

with BUSTH alumni the Rev. Dr. William Alberts and 

Bishop Ian Douglas.  

“I must say it was a big surprise. I was pleased, 

but I was really surprised,” Rev. Thompson said of 

her nomina�on.  

Rev. Thompson serves as the historian for the 

New England Conference, and said it is likely her 

historical work is what earned her this nomina�on. 

The focus of her work has been on recovering the stories of 

those whose voices have not been heard: women and people of 

color.  

“If you read local churches histories, they're mostly always 

wri3en from the point of view of the ministers; up un�l recently 

those are all males,” she said.  

Among her books is “Courageous Past, Bold Future: The Jour-

ney Toward Full Clergy Rights for Women in The United Methodist 

Church.” 

Rev. Thompson has also wri3en about the founder of her 

church, the Rev. George S. Brown, who was African American. 

Visit our website to read her presenta�on “White Privilege at 

Work in the Early Methodist Mission to Liberia: The 

Story of the Rev. George S. Brown, Early African 

American Missionary.” 

    “I just love doing research and wri�ng, so I really 

found my passion,” she said.  

     Rev. Thompson offered some advice for others 

who share that passion and want to discover or 

record the history of their local churches.   

     “What I would say to people is do oral histories; 

talk to the older people in your church and ask 

them about the people they remember when they 

were growing up that were influen�al in their lives 

or in the life of the church – then you’ll get the sto-

ries,” she said.  

While male pastors dominate history, Rev. Thompson said, lay 

men are under-represented is local church history. 

“I think it's important to talk to the older people in the church, 

because we lose those stories,” she said. 

 

Dis)nguished Alums 

The Dis�nguished Alums will be honored Wednesday, Sept. 

18, 2019, at BUSTH. The three will par�cipate in a panel discussion 

around the ques�on “What are the three greatest challenges fac-

ing us in the next decade?” followed by a dinner celebra�on. 

Learn more at bu.edu/alumniweekend 

 

Read the full story on our website www.neumc.org/news 

Join Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar on a nine-day 

journey to Germany and Austria to see the Oberam-

mergau Passion Play. 

A8er the plague le8 their small village some 380 

years ago, the grateful people of Oberammergau 

promised God that they would show their gra�tude 

by puZng on a Passion Play, which they present 

every 10 years. 

The trip is June 25 to July 3, 2020 (with op�onal ex-

tension tours in Switzerland and Italy).  

Prices for the 9-day trip depar�ng from Boston start 

at $3,998 per person. 

 

Learn more and register on our website:  

www.neumc.org/passion-play 


