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An Unusual Way of Being A Church in an Unusual Time 

We are going through a very unusual �me. Usually, at this �me of year, we are ready for outdoor ac�vi-

�es and gardening, giving thanks to God for the end of long New England winter. Also, we are used to preparing 

for the Easter, celebra�ng the resurrec�on of our Christ Jesus. But the outbreak of COVID-19 has changed the 

rhythm of our life. Social-distance, shelter-in-place orders and the fear of an unseen virus are taking our joy of 

togetherness away.  

We may not be able to gather to celebrate Easter at the church but I can assure you that COVID-19 

wouldn’t steal the joy of Easter because Easter cannot be canceled. Regardless of what is happening in our 

world today, Easter cannot be canceled because it is God’s mighty act for our salva�on. We may not be able to 

have an in-person gathering at the beau�ful Asbury sanctuary filled with lilies but the resurrec�on of Christ can-

not be stopped. As Easter people, we celebrate the glorious resurrec�on of Jesus and the victory of Christ over 

sin and death. This unshakable truth is the founda�on of our faith.  

How can we celebrate Easter while we are away from each other? One thing we must keep in mind is 

that church is not a building but people. And Jesus promised, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

I am there among them.” (Ma8hew 18:20) You are the church and Christ is with you while you gather to wor-

ship God at your living room or dining table. In this unusual �me, God s�ll works in unusual ways and we can be 

a church in an unusual way. Open your eyes and try to find God’s unusual way of being with you amid of this 

unusual situa�on.  

An ancient sage said, “This too shall pass,” this COVID-19 too shall pass and our life will eventually get 

back to normal. Everything passes but the promise of Easter will last forever. Put your trust in God and try to 

enjoy God’s unusual gi@s for us! 

Also, if you are depressed and anxious and need someone to talk to, please contact me (401-467-5122). 

Asbury UMC is willing to support you and stand with you!  

God bless you and happy Easter! 

Rev. Yohan Go 
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A Message from Rev. Holt 

Sunshine Follows Rain 
Every day 

begins in darkness. 
“Deep darkness,” 

in prophet speak. 
But I pray: 

“Sunshine follows rain.” 

“No end-of-the-tunnel light,” 
he complained. 

“It’s a mucky, 
murky future.” 

 Inversely, I think: 
“Sunshine follows rain.” 

“Harmony not agreement,” 
she believed. 

“Differing voices, 
blending together.” 

“Why not?” I wonder: 
“Sunshine follows rain.” 

Is this darkness, 
 a dark night in my soul” 
or is it pregnant with possibilities?” 

I don’t know. 
But let it be so that, 
   “Sunshine follows rain.” 

“I‘m lost,” 
my soul cried, 

“I’m done, 
nowhere to go.” 

 Yet, why does hope still linger? 
“Sunshine follows rain.” 

Sometimes I ask, 
“Why bother?” 

Deep inside, 
 no exit, no light. 
Then, the still small Voice 
 whispers to my soul:     
  “Sunshine follows rain.” 

To my prose, I add the words of the Psalmist.  Words to re-
member when the walls are “a’tumblin’ down”:  “Weeping may 
linger into the night, but joys comes with the dawn.”  In these 
trying days, the promise of God can be heard, if we just take a 
moment to listen: 
  “Sunshine will follow rain.” 
  “Joy will come with the dawn.” 

Pastor John Holt 
Cranston, Rhode Island  
March 26, 2020 
 

Chancel Guild 
Gree�ngs to all! 

We live in uncertain �mes these days, don’t we?  And 

that uncertainty includes Sunday worship at church, 

Easter, and plants. 

We are s�ll taking orders for Easter plants.  If we are 

able to be at church, the daffodils and tulips and spring 

daisies will be in the Chancel as usual.  If we are unable 

to gather, your plants will be available Saturday at 

church outside for pickup.   Names of loved ones will 

be published via email.  This arrangement also honors 

our pre-order commitment to our wonderful local ven-

dor.   It’s a win-win-win for all!! 

The order form is with this no�ce.  You may send the 

completed form to me, or email me, or call me by April 

5th, but don’t delay please.  Sincere thanks!   May you 

all be safe and well, and find peace through prayer. 

For Chancel Guild, 

Becky  

401-467-5122 

OUTREACH TEAM NEWS 

Our daily lives are not what they were a month ago.  

But, we can s�ll be a blessing to others!  I know my 

Asbury family will con�nue to be the hands and feet 

of Jesus during these turbulent days.  The Outreach 

Team will be calling our Asbury family to ask how 

things are going and if  we can help them in any way.  

Please reach out to your own family, friends, neigh-

bors and make calls to our Asbury family.   

When things are more normal, Outreach will be telling 

you about a community E-Recyling day, Firefighters’ 

Apprecia�on Day, and a community blood drive. 

We know many people are suffering during this �me 

and we can con�nue to pray. For God hears our pray-

ers and knows what each one of his children needs.   

Please contact your Outreach Team with any ideas 

you believe we can make outreach happen during this 

�me. 

Andrea Dunn, Cindy Ford, Linda Lucini, Billy McGov-

ern, Alice Pace, Donna Rowe, Jill Rowe 
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Finance Commi8ee April 2020 newsle8er ar�cle 

Hi Folks, 

 

Elsewhere in this newsle8er you can read the le8er I wrote in mid-March – seems like ages ago! 

In this ar�cle I want to bring you up to date on a few items.   

Our Finance Commi8ee used email instead of a face-to-face mee�ng on March 17.  We agreed to postpone the 

Silent Auc�on, which had originally been scheduled for Saturday, April 25.  If church is fully open by Sunday, 

April 26 I will lead a Bazaar review for the people who chaired or helped with the various tables last year; this 

year’s Bazaar is set for Saturday, November 7. 

We plan to pay our first quarter Mission Shares obliga�on of $4,599.25 by the middle of April; our hope is to 

pay this out of current income to give our investments a breather.  We received a check for $982 from the New 

England Conference represen�ng an insurance performance dividend.  The March 24 Church Council mee�ng 

was also handled via email thanks to Church Council Chair Joan White so everyone on the Council is up to date 

from a financial perspec�ve.   

Because the Church Council did not meet on March 24, I used that evening �me slot to par�cipate in a webinar 

en�tled “First Steps in Fully Funding your Ministry during Social Distancing.”  It was good to learn that Asbury 

has been doing many of the items including op�ons for electronic giving that were  suggested in that webinar.  

On that note, our payroll (Rev. Yohan Go and Rev. John Holt who are both part-�me; Celeste Leal, our Church 

Secretary/Administra�ve Assistant; Nancy Kennedy, our Organist/Choir Director; and Kevin Sheppard, our Sex-

ton) is about $1,000 per week.  Staying up to date on your pledges and contribu�ons will help us keep the staff 

intact.  We are hopeful that things will re-open and we can place our pledges, contribu�ons and dona�ons into 

the offering plates on Sunday during Worship.  Un�l that happens, we need to either use the electronic op�ons 

for giving as noted in my earlier le8er or mail our checks to the church office.  You can see those details in my 

mid-March le8er which has been included in this newsle8er. 

If the church office has to close for a period, we have a con�ngency plan that will enable us to keep up to date 

with bills and collec�ons and keep everyone safe. 

Stay safe, be well, keep the faith and please call others in the church family to stay connected and make sure 

people are okay.  

Hugs to you all (remotely!), 

For the Finance Commi8ee, 

Lee Arnold, Chair 
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Hello Asbury People!   

 

I a8ended church remotely on Sunday by following the link contained in Yohan's email.  If you have not yet had 

the chance to look at that I encourage you to do so and to read his inspiring sermon as well as get caught up by 

looking at the announcements.  A@er "church" Becky and I took advantage of a beau�ful sunny day, stopping at 

parks in Pawtuxet Village and Salter Grove, and enjoying God's crea�on.  While we were enjoying our "field trip" 

I got an email message from one of our Finance Commi8ee members wondering if we should remind people 

that we could be in trouble financially if people don't have a way to make their pledges and dona�ons.  She was 

right, and I promised to compose a message to all of you about that. 

 

Even if we can't physically be at church we need to con�nue to meet our obliga�ons - salaries, insurance cover-

ages, u�li�es, Mission Shares, etc.  Most of us support the church financially by using paper checks.  That re-

mains an op�on, because the Church Office will remain open and we will con�nue to make deposits, so feel free 

to mail your pledges/contribu�ons to Asbury UMC, 143 Ann Mary Brown Drive, Warwick, RI 02888.   We have 

an incredibly talented Church Secretary in Celeste Leal, and a dedicated group of Stewards led by Dianne Pra8 

who are me�culous in recording and a8ending to collec�ons and doing so with the utmost discre�on. 

 

For those of you who are currently giving electronically, please con�nue to do that.  If any of you would like to 

use or explore electronic giving, I would encourage you to go to the following site: 

 

h8ps://www.asburyumcri.org/giving 

 

Tim and Cami Webb have done a terrific job with keeping our web site current.  When you go to the "Giving" tab 

on the web site you will be shown two op�ons for electronic giving.  One will let you use your smart phone to 

scan a QR code and follow instruc�ons; the other will bring up a form that you can follow to make a gi@ or 

pledge.   

 

These are difficult �mes.  I pray that you all stay aware of local and na�onal developments and heed the advice 

of medical professionals.  One of the reasons that Becky and I did our field trip today was that there are medical 

benefits to geUng fresh air and sunshine.  I leave you with a couple of our adventure photos! 

 

Be well and let the Church Office know if you need assistance with any personal ma8ers.  You are also invited to 

call the church office (401-467-5122) if you have ques�ons about payments.  Together, with faith in God, we will 

get through this. 

Blessings, Lee 

Lee Arnold, Finance Chair 
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EASTER FLOWERSEASTER FLOWERSEASTER FLOWERSEASTER FLOWERS    

Orders are being taken for Easter Flowers. 

The flowers this year will be yellow and white spring plants.  

The cost is $12.00 per plant and checks are to be  

made out to “Asbury United Methodist Church”  

and clearly marked Chancel Guild. 

The deadline for requests is April 5, 2020. 

All checks and orders should go to  

Becky Arnold 

80 Massasoit Drive 

Warwick, RI 02888 

(H)781-2111 ~ (C)935-5906 ~ rsarnoldrn@gmail.com 

Easter Flower OrderEaster Flower OrderEaster Flower OrderEaster Flower Order    

Name: ___________________________ Tel# _______________ 

Address______________________________________________ 

Email:  ______________________________________________ 

In Honor of:___________________________________________ 

In Memory of:_________________________________________ 

By (As you wish to be listed)_____________________________ 

No. of plants: ________________ 

Check enclosed payable to Asbury or cash:__________________ 

Want Plant ________________   Do not want Plant ___________ 

Once again Chancel 

Guild will be col-

lecting names for 

the Mothers Day 

bulletin. It’s usually 

$1.00 per name, but because we don’t 

know if we’ll be worshipping at Asbury 

yet, it’s up to you to just submit the 

names, or submit and pay. Either way 

the names will be listed that day. 

Please mark anyone deceased with an 

*. 

Please send the names by email to Bar-

bara Bishop or Kerri Dorsey  

Otherwise please send them to the 

church office. 

The deadline for the May 

2020 Newsle�er is Thursday, 

April 23 , 2020. Thank you. 
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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR: 

All Worship and activities have been suspended 

until Further Notice 

The next two weeks will definitely be In home Worship.   

A decision on the remainder of the month will be made 

soon. Pastor Go will alert you when we will return to in 

person worship and meetings 

5  Palm Sunday 

 In Home Worship        9:30am 

9  Maundy Thursday    

 In Home Worship        7:00pm 

9  Good Friday  

 In Home Worship       7:00pm 

12  In Home Worship        9:30am 

19 Worship         9:30am 

20 Pastor’s Office Hours           10:00am - 12:30pm 

 21 Pastor’s Office Hours           10:00am - 12:30pm 

 Finance Committee Meeting     7:00pm 

22 Women’s Book Study      9:30am 

 Choir Rehearsal       6:45pm 

26 Worship        9:30am 

27 Pastor’s Office Hours           10:00am - 12:30pm 

28 Pastor’s Office Hours           10:00am - 12:30pm 

 Church Council       7:00pm 

29 Women’s Book Study      9:30am 

4 Nicole Minior Jones 

5 Stanley French 

7 Samantha Dorsey 

 Greg Jacobson 

8 Ryan Arnold 

 Donna Rowe 

9 Linda Ruscio 

10 Don Biron 

14 Paul Anderson 

15 Andrew Hallam 

17 Carl Bishop Jr. 

20 Kim Curry 

 Maryanne Donohue 

21 Johnell Norton 

 Nicholas Travassos 

22 Marilyn Blanche 

23 Alexandra Francis 

 Rebecca Sanderson 

 Chad Whitney 

25 Kelly Francis 

26 Andy Curry 

 April Parker 

28 Thomas Williams 

29 Barbara Cole 

 MacKenzie Francis 

30 Stephen Gilman 

 Sharon Kelley 
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Enter the 2020 Laity Address Challenge — 2 

Register  

You can register online for the 

2020 Annual Conference session 

from now un�l June 1.  

Register and pay in full by May 1 

and get a $25 early bird discount. 

Online registra�on closes June 1.  

Visit www.neumc.org/acsessions 

to get the link and more.   

Hotel accommoda�ons must be 

booked separately from AC registra-

�on. Find the informa�on about ho-

tels offering special Conference pric-

ing at h8ps://www.neumc.org/

acaccommoda�ons 
 

Nominate episcopal candidates 

The 2020 General and Jurisdic-

�onal Conference delega�ons are 

leading the episcopal endorsement 

process for the New England Confer-

ence. The delegates are seeking to 

iden�fy poten�al episcopal nomi-

nees through the input of New Eng-

land clergy and laity.  

A@er all nomina�ons are re-

ceived, the delega�ons, through a 

discernment process, will recom-

mend candidate/s to Annual Confer-

ence members. It will be up to 

members of the 2020 New England 

Annual Conference to endorse epis-

copal candidate/s. All full elders of 

The United Methodist Church are 

eligible. Deadline for nomina�ons is 

April 1. Go to the page below and 

AC latest news to find the nomina-

�on form. 

More informa�on about the epis-

copal nomina�on process can be 

found on page 6 of the New England 

Conference Policies and Procedures. 

Click the link to access that docu-

ment. The document as well as our 

Conference Rules can be found on 

our website here: h8ps://

www.neumc.org/neacpolicies 

GET MORE INFORMATION ABOUT AC 2020 ONLINE:  

www.neumc.org/acsessions @ 

 

Coping with coronavirus 

It’s hard to get away from talk 

about COVID-19 (commonly referred 

to as Coronavirus), but it is vital to 

have reliable, factual informa�on.  

The New England Conference has 

compiled informa�on, best prac�c-

es, and other resources – including 

some specifically for worship com-

muni�es – on our website. We en-

courage you to review this infor-

ma�on (it will be updated periodi-

cally).  

In an effort to help stem the 

spread of the virus, many confer-

ence and district gatherings and 

mee�ngs have been postponed or 

moved online. You should check the 

conference or district calendar or e-

newsle8er or with your mee�ng 

leaders before heading out.  

We also invite you to share re-

sources that you think might be 

helpful to the community. You can 

send that informa�on to communi-

cate@neumc.org 

Registra(on open now 



Let’s Connect 

Do you have a story to share? A feature idea? A ques,on to ask? Contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communica,ons,  
at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 ext. 150 

2 

Annual Conference 2020 

Guiding scripture: Acts 2:42-47 

Enter the Laity Address Challenge, and 

you may be selected to address the 2020 

Annual Conference. Our AC theme is 

“Vital Conversa�ons: Building Beloved 

Community.” Our guiding scripture 

is Acts 2:42-47 (CEB); the address must 

use those as its theme.  

 

The address should be 15-20 minutes 

long. Entrants must submit a wri8en 

copy of their en�re proposed address 

along with a video of themselves delivering the first five 

minutes of the address.  

 

Deadline for submissions is May 3, 2020.  

To submit your proposed address and video 

or for any ques�ons, contact Associate Con-

ference Lay Leader Ruby Blake 

at msrube65@gmail.com 

 

Also guiding us this Annual Conference is the 

General Commission on Religion and Race’s 

list of “25 Traits of The Beloved Communi-

ty” based on the beloved communi-

ty envisioned by the Rev. Dr. Mar�n Luther 

King Jr. 

 

All the informa�on on this can be found under the latest 

news tab on the annual conference page: 

www.neumc.org/acsessions 

Give this year’s Laity Address 

Apply now for an 

NEAC scholarship 
    Each year the New England Conference 
Scholarship Commi8ee seeks applica�ons 
from adults or recent high school graduates 
who are pursuing undergraduate educa�on at 
any accredited two- or four-year college, uni-

versity or technical school.   
 
Applicants must be United Methodist 
Church members and are eligible to 
apply every year un�l they complete 
their undergraduate degree.  

 
In 2019-20, there were 50 scholar-

ships totaling $28,315 granted to students from 
the New England Conference. 
 

The members of the Conference Scholarship 
Commi8ee are Rev. Stuart Price, Maine 
(re�red); Trica Waldron, Vermont, and Paul Car-
lo8o, Massachuse8s. 

The applica�on for scholarship support can only be sub-
mi8ed online.  
 

The applica�on deadline for 2020-21 support is midnight 
on Thursday, April 30, 2020.  

 

Get the forms on our website: 

www.neumc.org 


