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The Rev. Yohan Go, Pastor
143 Ann Mary Brown Drive
Warwick, RI 02888
(401) 467-5122
e-mail: asburyumcri@gmail.com
website: www.asburyumcri.org
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Desiring God
I like Coca-Cola. I know it’s not good for my health, but I sll like it. Less sodium,
less sugar, less meat and more vegetables… I know the best dietary prescripon
for my health. However, I sll like Newport Creamery CHOCOLATE PEANUT BUTTER CRUNCH SUNDAE with whipped cream on it. Simply knowing what is right for
my health does not automacally make me want to eat broccoli. It’s the same for
our spiritual health. We know what we need to do for our spiritual well-being:
reading the Bible, personal and family prayer, worship, serving others, or what
John Wesley calls Works of Piety. We know we need them for our spiritual health
but merely knowing it doesn’t automacally turn us to like them. There is a gap
between knowing and wanng.
“As the deer pants for streams of water,
so my soul pants for you, O God. My soul
thirsts for God, for the living God.
When can I go and meet with God?” —Ps. 42:1-2
How can we ignite our desire for God? In his le9er, St. Augusne said that we ought to pray to increase our desire for God, thereby receiving what God is preparing to give us. “The deeper our faith, the stronger our hope,
the greater our desire, the larger will be our capacity to receive the gi:, which is very great indeed. .... The more
fervent the desire, the more worthy will be its fruits. When the Apostle tells us: Pray without ceasing
(1 Thes5:16), he means this: Desire unceasingly that life of happiness which is nothing if not eternal, and ask it
of him alone who is able to give it.” (Le9er 130) The way to ignite our desire for God is a prayer, a prayer to love
what is right and worthy.
The season of Lent is a me to refocus our hearts to God through the pracces of abstaining from what you like.
It is a me to rebuild our spiritual muscles by doing what’s right for our souls. Connue to do spiritual pracces
and pray to increase your desire for God. God will guide your Lenten journey for transformaon.
Pastor Yohan Go
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Finance Commiee
Hello Folks,
Just as some of our Parishioners are using the
Vanco app for electronic giving to Asbury UMC,
we are phasing in the use of electronic funds
transfers to pay bills. We are doing this because of disrupons in mely mail deliveries
that were associated with COVID-19 factors
within the US Postal Service as well as with
some vendors.
We had an acve month of February. We
worked with our Church Secretary Celeste Leal
to complete something called the EZRA report,
which is detailed and data rich, and is used by
the New England Conference to develop Mission Shares conﬁguraons for all the Methodist
churches in New England. We also were helped
by Celeste to develop the applicaon for the
Paycheck Protecon Program and submit that
to BankRI for consideraon by the US Small
Business Administraon. We hosted Rev. John
Holt to perform our ﬁnancial review for 2020,
and the outcome was a posive report with no
ﬁndings or excepons; to share some of his
words, “the Financial Accounng and System at
Asbury is excellent.”
Looking ahead we are hopeful that in-person
worship can resume this Spring at Asbury, and
that we will be able to hold fund-raisers. Our
Holiday Bazaar will be Saturday, November 6
from 9 AM to 3 PM. We are hoping that we will
be able to have other events prior to the Bazaar
– either late Spring or early Fall.

Electronic Giving is a convenient, consistent way to
help our church grow.

Consider scheduling a recurring electronic contribuon today. It’s easy!
You will no longer need to write out checks and prepare envelopes every
week. Even when travel, illness or other circumstances
prevent you from a9ending
services, your electronic
contribuons
will connue to
be received on an
uninterrupted basis.

Get started today!
Ask for an authorizaon form
in the church oﬃce.
our church website.
www.asburyumcri.net

Or visit

Hang in there people. Tesng connues to be
widely available and the vaccines are being distributed. Meanwhile, you connue to be faithful in your support of our beloved Asbury, and I
am more than thankful.
For the Commi9ee,
Lee Arnold, Chair
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The deadline for the April 2021 Newsleer is Thursday, March 18 , 2021.
Thank you.

We’re Reopening!
On February 23rd our Church
Council voted to reopen our beloved Asbury!
Our irst in-person worship service will
be Palm Sunday, March 28th. During Holy
Week Pastor Yohan will hold Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday services and
we will celebrate Easter Sunday inperson!
Naturally, our reopening is dependent
on CDC and RIDOH guidelines and we
encourage our members to celebrate in
the manner they are most comfortable.
Stay tuned for more details in emails from
Pastor Yohan.

EASTER FLOWERS
Orders are being taken for Easter Flowers.
The ﬂowers this year will be assorted spring plants.
The cost is $12.00 per plant and checks are to be
made out to “Asbury United Methodist Church”
and clearly marked Chancel Guild.

Paying it back — and forward
During the pandemic, acts of kindness
seemed especially meaningful. Last spring,
as Covid-19 hit Nave American communies parcularly hard, an interesng transatlanc outreach occurred. Donaons from
Ireland began appearing in a relief fund for
Navajo and Hopi families, leading administrators to suspect the account had been
hacked. Then they realized a crossgeneraonal payback was underway.
In 1847, Choctaw Tribe members sent $170
overseas to Ireland to help with Potato
Famine relief. That generosity was never
forgo9en, and by May 2020, people in Ireland had contributed more than $4 million
toward pandemic assistance for relaves of
people who’d helped their ancestors. Many
donors included an Irish proverb meaning
“In each other’s shadows the people live.”
The concept of paying it forward dates back
to a 1784 le9er by Benjamin Franklin. It also
echoes Jesus’ Golden Rule: “Do to others as
you would have them do to you” (Luke
6:31). How might you live out this pracce
today?
Content obtained from The Newsle)er
Newsle)er

The deadline for requests is March 26, 2021.
All checks and orders should go to
Becky Arnold
80 Massasoit Drive
Warwick, RI 02888
(H)781-2111 ~ (C)935-5906 ~ rsarnoldrn@gmail.com

Easter Flower Order
Name: ___________________________ Tel# _______________
Address______________________________________________
Email: ______________________________________________
In Honor of:___________________________________________
In Memory of:_________________________________________
By (As you wish to be listed)_____________________________
No. of plants: ________________
Check enclosed payable to Asbury or cash:__________________
Want Plant ________________ Do not want Plant ___________
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Linna Buono
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Jim Pratt
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Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm
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Sue Gibbs
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Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

Cary Weigner
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Women’s Book Study

9:30am

7

Worship
Zoom Coffee Hour

Tiffany Lucini

8

Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

Olivia Disu
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Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

David Dorsey
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Women’s Book Study

9:30am

Cheryl Anderson
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Worship
Zoom Coffee Hour
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Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm
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Pastor’s Office Hours
Finance Committee Meeting

10:00am - 12:30pm
7:00pm
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Women’s Book Study

7
8
9

Dixon Disu

Bob Cameron

~ Upcoming Events ~

Brooke Arnold
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Tyler Perry

22

LaDonna Pratt

18

Newsletter Deadline

24

Beth Bradbury

21

Worship
Zoom Coffee Hour
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Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm
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Pastor’s Office Hours
Church Council Meeting

10:00am - 12:30pm
7:00pm
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Women’s Book Study

9:30am

28

Palm Sunday Worship
Zoom Coffee Hour

9:30am
10:30am
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Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm
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Pastor’s Office Hours

10:00am - 12:30pm

31

Women’s Book Study

9:30am

Carolyn Whitney
26
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9:30am
10:30am
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Sarah Gibbs
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9:30am
10:30am

Jan Jones
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9:30am

9:30am
10:30am
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Connected is a publicaon of the New England Conference of The United Methodist
Church. This monthly insert is designed put
Conference news directly into the hands of
our local church members.
Find more at www.neumc.org.

Thank You!
Conference pays 100%
of appor-onments

AC 2021 will be online

Read the thoughts shared by Bishop
Sudarshana Devadhar:

The health of our members and
communies remains our priority,
and it is uncertain that we will be
able to gather safely in June, so we
have made the decision to hold the
2021

Through the mighty grace of God and
with the generosity of each of you, we
have been able to close the year having fulﬁlled all our ﬁnancial obligaons.
We have paid all our bills and fully parcipated in our conneconalism and
worldwide ministries and missions.

Annual Conference Session online.
While we would like to meet together, we cannot ensure that we
will have access to all the services
required for an in-person gathering
at that me.

Despite the challenges of 2020, through
your commitment and generosity, we
have paid 100% of our apporonments.

Despite the challenges of 2020, all these
things were made possible through
your commitment to the budget,
steady generosity and parcipaon in
my special appeal, the faithful stewardship of the CCFA, and unwavering support of the District Superintendents.
Addionally, many of you contributed to
the Zarephath Emergency Relief Fund
through the United Methodist Foundaon of New England. The fund provided
support for struggling congregaons
during the pandemic.
In celebraon of your generous spirit, I
wholeheartedly share my gratude to
each of you.

All clergy and lay members should
hold June 10-12 for the online session.
Tentavely, clergy session will be June
10 with the service of Ordinaon and
Commissioning on June 12 for the classes of 2020 and 2021 (with a limited
number of parcipants). The service
would be livestreamed.

More informaon about registraon
and a detailed schedule will be announced later this month. Watch the e
news and website for updates.

@

Download PDF of 2020 Journal
The 2020 Journal is available as a PDF to
download for free (along with past
years). Download the complete publicaon or any of the individual secons
listed under each year.www.neumc.org/
annualconferencejournal
Purchase a bound Journal
You can purchase bound, printed copies
of the 2020 Journal from lulu.com.
(www.lulu.com/spotlight/neumc). The
2020 Journal is $17.11. Books ordered
will be shipped directly to you.
Price does not include tax/shipping.
NOTE: Due to concerns about privacy,
we are no longer publishing a Directory.

FIND ANNUAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION AT

www.neumc.org/acsessions
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Digital Ministry

Congrega,onal Development oﬀers resources, trainings
New England Conference Oﬃce of Congregaonal Development
curates and creates resources to help congregaons use digital/
online technology in all aspects of church life: from powerful
transformave worship experiences and spiritual formaon to
study, meengs, small groups, discipleship, evangelism, and more.
The topic for the March 15 Digital Ministry webinar is helping
churches invite, welcome, and connect with newcomers in these
days of COVID. Your Easter worship, which is likely to be wella9ended, is an important opportunity to put these ideas into
pracce. Watch the e news for me and registraon info.
Visit our Digital Ministry page to ﬁnd more including recordings of
past webinars on:
•

Missioninsite — Demographic tool for churches

•

Facebook Live — Go deeper into how to use this plaXorm

h9ps://www.neumc.org/digital-ministry

Coming up ...

Video services inspired by Taizé
available for Lent
You are invited into a simple, meditave prayer service with Taizé chants as part of your Lenten journey.

Conference Resource Day hosted by Seacoast District
This online Resource Day will feature Jason Moore’s "Both/And: Maximizing
Hybrid Worship Experiences For Online and In-Person Audiences." Moore says,
“If we fail to think about how to create a BOTH/AND scenario as we go back to
in-person worship, we will lose so much of what we've gained in these last
months.” The event will 9 am to 12:30 pm on Saturday, March 13, 2021. All
are invited. Visit www.neumc.org/events to register.

These pre-recorded services will be available on this
page h9ps://www.neumc.org/taize-lent each
Wednesday from Feb. 24 to March 31, 2021.
The services will be 30-35 minutes. Author, educator
and spiritual director Kate Young Wilder will be our
host. You will ﬁnd a short biography of her on the
webpage.

Let’s Connect
Do you have a story to share? A feature idea? A ques.on to ask? Contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communica.ons,
at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 ext. 150

