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December 2022 

Angels Among Us 

  

Have you seen the sanctuary and churchyard? As we prepare for the birth 

of baby Jesus, our sanctuary has been beautifully decorated with lights, 

candles, Christmas ornaments, and angels! Asbury UMC has wonderful 

angels who decorated the church and helped us to feel the joy of the com-

ing of Christ!  

Do you believe in angels? In the middle age, there was Angelology, which 

was a theological study of angels. One serious theological debate was 

“how many angels can dance on the head of a pin?” Nowadays, this ques-

tion is used as a metaphor for wasting time debating topics of no practical 

value, or questions whose answers hold no intellectual consequence.  

Whether you think that angels are real or not, the Bible certainly describes them as the agent of God to serve God. They 

are God’s messengers who deliver the good news of Jesus’s birth to people. The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and told 

her that she would conceive and give birth to Jesus. (Luke 1:29-32) An angel of the Lord said to Joseph to take Mary as 

his wife because Mary’s pregnancy is Spirit-conceived. (Matthew 1:20-23) Angels are symbols of God’s messages to us 

and God’s presence with us. While they are regarded as heavenly beings, their activities often take place in our ordinary 

life. Angels are symbols of God’s ability to span any distance between heaven and earth, and the freedom of flight to new 

heights in our lives as we claim God’s possibilities for our lives and for our world.  

There are angels among us. They are those who remind us of the love of God for us and the everlasting hope in Christ by 

sharing good news of Christ through their words and actions. There are angels among us. They are the messengers of 

hope who sow love where there is hatred; hope where there is despair; light where there is darkness; and joy, where there 

is sadness. There are angels among us and it can be you! Be God’s messenger of hope and share the light of hope in you 

with your friends and neighbors!  

 

Peace, 

Rev. Yohan Go  
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Finance Commi�ee December 2022 newsle�er ar�cle 

Hello Folks, 

I have decided to step aside as Finance Chair, a posi#on I have held since 2015. I want you to know I have been honored to serve you 

in this capacity.  These past eight years have been interes#ng and at #mes difficult.  We transi#oned from a full-#me pastor to a part-

#me pastor; we lived through a global pandemic; we said our final farewells to some beloved members.  We held our own in a com-

munity and state that has seen its share of church closings.  We also saw resilience.  We were able to have a Christmas Bazaar for each 

of the past two years, and those events – with the dynamic leadership of Andrea Dunn and the par#cipa#on of so many of our Parish-

ioners – raised $6,500 in each of those years.  In the first Sunday of Advent this year we celebrated Hope.  We have reason to be filled 

with hope for Asbury’s future, with an excep#onal young Pastor in the person of Rev. Dr. Yohan Go and a congrega#on ready to do 

the work to see Asbury thrive. 

For all of these past eight years I have had the good fortune of working with David Dorsey, officially our Treasurer and unofficially my 

full and equal partner in guiding the finances of this church.  To him and to all of you who have found ways to be suppor#ve, my deep-

est thanks.  

Allow me to share with you my Finance Chair’s Report that was included in our November 20 Church Conference booklet: 

Finance Chair’s Report 

For the past few years I have used this space in our annual Church Conference booklet to review our financial highlights.  Those high-

lights have included assistance from the New England Annual Conference in the form of Mission Shares relief, Equitable Compensa-

#on assistance, and special grants – including most recently a Technology grant and a “Food for the Soul” grant; special alloca#ons 

from bequests and gi?s; support from our partners at Zion Korean UMC and Haven UMC to share in the u#lity expenses at the Parson-

age; and, during the pandemic, help from the Federal government through the Paycheck Protec#on Program. 

This year I want to use this space to say thank you.  Thank you to the people who have supported our church family with their prayers, 

their presence, their gi?s, their #me, and their witness.  Thank you to the people of this church for suppor#ng one another in friend-

ship and love.  Thank you to this church family for refusing to be crushed by this awful pandemic. 

Thank you for leCng me serve as Finance Chair for three excep#onal Church Council Chairs – Cynthia Norton, Joan White, and Jan 

Jones.  Thank you for allowing me to serve with a remarkable group of Finance Commi�ee members and volunteers:  David Dorsey, 

our Treasurer; Joyce Moore and April Parker, our Assistant Treasurers; Debra Rose, our Financial Secretary; Kerri Dorsey, our Lay 

Leader; Tim Webb, Lay Member to the Annual Conference; Jan Jones, Church Council Chair; Warren Cole, President of the Trustees; 

Diane Goins, SPRC Chair who is represented at the Commi�ee mee#ngs by Debra Rose; Bob Hanke, Chair of the Permanent Invest-

ment Fund Commi�ee; Andrea Dunn, representa#ve from the Outreach Team; Patricia Smith-Disu, Member at Large; and our Pastor, 

Rev. Dr. Yohan Go.  Not a siCng member of the Commi�ee but cri#cal to our efforts is Dianne Pra�, our Chief Steward who ensures 

the accurate recording and deposit of collec#ons, and who is assisted by a faithful group of collec#on stewards; and Eric Jones, a re-

markable gentleman of faith who has stepped up as a volunteer leader for our fund-raising efforts. Celeste Leal, our former Church 

Office Administrator, supported the work of our commi�ee excep#onally for years; her work now falls to our new Office Administra-

tor, Lori Brierly, whom we rely on to generate cri#cal reports and maintain the files that help us con#nue to shine during our annual 

audits. 

My #me as Chair of the Finance Commi�ee now comes to an end.  I will be forever grateful to the people of this Commi�ee for all 

they do for our beloved church family. 

RespecHully submi�ed, 

Dr. Lee H. Arnold, Chair 
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Electronic Giving is a con-

venient, consistent way to 

help our church grow.  

Consider scheduling a recur-

ring electronic contribu#on 

today. It’s easy! You will no 

longer need to write out 

checks and prepare enve-

lopes every week. Even 

when travel, illness or other 

circumstances  prevent you 

from a�ending  services, 

your electronic                     

contribu#ons  will con#nue 

to be received on an  unin-

terrupted basis.  

Get started today!  

Please visit our website  and 

click on the giving link.  

h�ps://www.asburyumcri.org/ 

h�ps://www.asburyumcri.org/

giving 

 

 

Dear Asbury, 

       

My family and I would like to thank our Asbury 

friends for all the support you gave us during the 

last three years of my dad’s life. He loved every-

one at church, and considered you family. I person-

ally want to thank all the folks who visited, wrote 

notes, and just supported him in so many ways. We 

also would like to thank all the people who made 

donations to either Asbury or the Audubon Society 

in dads name. His last three years were tough, he 

struggled with declining health and missing the 

love of his life, but it’s so comforting to believe that 

they are together again. 

 

Love, Carl, Barbara, and the entire Bishop family. 

Thank You Volunteers!! 

A huge thank you to everyone who volunteered 

to help with Asbury’s Christmas Bazaar!   

The deadline for the January Newsle�er is 

Monday, December 26, 2022.  Thank you! 

Once again the biggest thank-you to my bread crew for 

all their hard work and dedica�on in making the bread 

table successful in 2022.  Between our 4 days baking at 

church,  and the loaves Nancy Rowell baked at home, 

we raised $1,887.  Because our bread supply “angels” 

picked up the tab again it’s all profit! Even be�er than 

the money was the laughter, fellowship, and fun we had 

doing it. Of course when we’re finished, there are aching 

backs, knees, and feet, but all worth it! Rest up and see 

you next year. 

                         Sincerely, 

                         Barbara Bishop  
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2 Ashley Anderson Williams 

3 Kevin Quinn 

6 Amy Quinn Morin 

7 Isla Poplar Arnold 

 Bob Bradbury 

 Grant Horatio Taylor 

8 Annie Olive Arnold 

10 Logan Moore 

11 Barbara Marcoccio 

13 Cheryl Francis 

14 Nadia McGovern 

17 Stephen Blanche 

19 Deb Marshall 

20 Zach Diffley 

23 Carter Harrell 

 Jacob Harrell 

 Dawson David Whitham 

24 Janice Anderson 

28 Michelle Dorsey 

 Allison McGovern 

29 Joann Mancini 

 Bob Carter 

30 Jordan Jones 

Staff Gifts 

 

Perhaps the most pleasant task for any Staff Parish 
Relation Committee Chair is to request donations to-
ward Christmas gifts for our dedicated staff here at 
Asbury UMC. 

 

This year, while some of our staff members are new, 
all have worked hard demonstrating perseverance and 
commitment. 

 

For these reasons I am again asking you to be as gen-
erous as possible in your giving.  Please look for the 
insert in the newsletter and in Pastor Yohan’s weekly 
emails.  Checks should be made payable to Asbury 
UMC. 

 

The deadline for giving is Sunday, December 18
th
 so 

that our gifts may be presented at the December 25
th
 

worship service. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity toward our 
staff and Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

Diane Newman-Goins 

SPRC Chair 

Join us for  Asbury’s Winter Celebra�on on Saturday, 

December 10th  4:30—7PM.  550 Fair St. Warwick. 

There will be church ligh�ng, adult & children’s 

craBs, caroling, hot  beverages & more!  Event will be 

indoors if we have inclement weather. 
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Marge Norris’s 

Cranberry Chutney 

 

4 cups (1 package) fresh cranberries 

1-cup seedless raisins 

1-cup dried currants 

2/3-cup brown sugar 

½ cup crystalized ginger, finely chopped 

1-cup slivered almonds or chopped walnuts 

1-cup sugar 

½ cup cider vinegar 

1 medium onion 

1 clove garlic 

spices (see below) 

 

Combine 2 cups of water, 1 cup sugar ½ cup cider vine-

gar, 1 medium onion finely chopped, 1 large clove of 

garlic minced, 1/8 teaspoon allspice, 1 tablespoon 

cinnamon, 1 teaspoon salt, 1/8 teaspoon pepper.  

Bring to a boil and simmer uncovered for 5 minutes.  

S�r in cranberries and remaining ingredients, except 

nuts.  Cook for another 10 minutes.  S�r in nuts.  Cool 

and refrigerate or freeze.  Makes 4 jars.  Delicious with 

beef or chicken. 

 

As found in Asbury UMC ‘s 

1994 Feast of Goodness Cookbook 

Elizabeth Bosworth’s 

Breakfast Casserole 

 

6 eggs 

6 slices of bread, crumbled or cubed 

1 teaspoon salt 

8 ounces shredded cheese 

2 cups milk 

1 lb. bulk sausage 

1 teaspoon dry mustard 

1 can mushrooms 

 

Brown sausage and cool.  Beat eggs.  Add 

milk, salt and mustard.  Beat again and add 

crumbled bread, cheese, mushrooms, and 

sausage and s�r well.  Put into a greased 

glass baking dish and refrigerate overnight.  

Bake at 350º for 30-50 minutes, checking 

aBer 30 minutes. 

Excellent for Christmas morning! 

 

As found in Asbury UMC ‘s 

1994 Feast of Goodness Cookbook 

Recipe Corner 
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~ Upcoming Events ~  

 

4 Worship 9:30am 

5 Pastor’s Office Hours 9:30am - 12:00pm 

6 Pastor’s Office Hours 9:30am - 12:00pm 

7  Women’s Book Study 9:30am 

11 Worship 9:30am 

12 Pastor’s Office Hours 9:30am- 12:00pm 

13  Pastor’s Office Hours 9:30am- 12:00pm 

14  Women’s Book Study 9:30am 

18 Worship 9:30am 

19 Pastor’s Office Hours 9:30am- 12:00pm 

20 Pastor’s Office Hours      9:30am - 12:00pm 

21 Women’s Book Study 9:30am 

24 Christmas Eve Worship 5:00pm 

25 Christmas Day  9:30am 

26 Pastor’s Office Hours   9:30am - 12:00pm 

27 Pastor’s Office Hours  9:30am- 12:00pm 

31 New Year’s Eve 

It’s that �me to order a Christmas poinse�a  

in memory of or to honor a loved one.  Poinse�as will be placed in the 

Chancel on December 18th and will remain un�l a er the Christmas Eve 

Service or a er the December 25th service.                  

Pick-up will be done one person at a �me. 

Please complete the form below and mail or give it to: 

Becky Arnold 

80 Massasoit Drive 

Warwick  RI  02888 

781-2111 or 935-5906 

Please enclose cash or a check for $15.00 for each plant, 

made payable to Asbury UMC. 

Orders need to be in by December 10th. 

Poinse'a Order 

 

 Name  ______________________________________ 

 

Address _____________________________________ 

 

Phone Number__________________  email _______________ 

 

In Honor of  _________________________________ 

 or 

In Memory of ________________________________ 

 

By (As you wish to be Listed) _____________________ 

 

 Check or cash in the amount of  ________________________ 

 

 Want Plant _____________   

 

 Do Not Want Plant____________ 

DON’T STAMP IT…..PIN IT!!! 

The Christmas Card tree will be set up in the 

Dahlquist Room.   Please bring a card to wish 

your church family a Merry Christmas .                               

Save on postage too!!    

Double blessings!!” 
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By ~ Tim Webb    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Ten Things You Can Do On Our Website 

 

Look at all the useful informa#on update weekly on AsburyUMCRI.org!  Check it out! 

 

1) Check for worship schedule, COVID and weather status 

2) Refer to each Sunday’s bulle#n and announcements (back to 2020) 

3) Read historical sermon transcripts (back to 2019) 

4) Refer to monthly newsle�ers (back to 2019) 

5) Click to access our secure online financial giving site (set up one-#me or recurring pledges/gi?s, 

see your online giving history) 

6) See informa#on about major events at the Church 

7) Find free food resources in the area when in need 

8) See our Pastor’s biography 

9) Look at our gallery of pictures (work in progress- send Tim W. or the office pictures you’d like add-

ed) 

10) Contact the Pastor or Staff via secure message 

 

AsburyUMCRI.org AsburyUMCRI.org AsburyUMCRI.org AsburyUMCRI.org AsburyUMCRI.org

  


