The Foolishness of the Cross Saves!
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
1st page Division in the Corinthian church
I love the Bible because it is a necessary and sufficient witness of God’s salvation
through Jesus Christ. Also, I love it because of it’s honesty. Unlike some ancient records that
show only good things about their rulers and kingdoms, the Bible honestly includes the accounts
of infidelity of God’s people and the failures of the church.
Many churches in the Bible are far from an ideal model of the church. As we all know,
the Corinthian church had a lot of problems. People fought with each other, saying “my spiritual
gifts are better than yours.” Also, they were divided into many factions. Some saying, “I belong
to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Christ” Factionalism was a main problem of
the Corinthian church.
I wonder why the Corinthian church had to struggle with so many conflicts and internal
divisions. I think that the Gentile Christians who had converted to Christianity could not break
away from their old thinking and cultural influences. Rather, they had brought those cultural
values into their religious life.
In the Greco-Roman world, one’s status was primarily determined by where a person
belonged such as their family or school. If you belonged to a high status family or renowned
school, you would receive respect accordingly. In this sense, the factionalism in the Corinthian
church was essentially the struggle for recognition and power rather than a theological one.
Although Gentile Christians had received Jesus Christ as their Lord, they still were under
the influence of the dominant social values of their time and attempted to use spiritual gifts for
their own benefit and thus, the Corinthian church was divided and its members competed with
one another.
2nd page Division in UMC
The conflict and division the Corinthian church experienced are still common in churches
today. Even though we have become Christians, we tend to follow the logic and value of the
world rather than living out the teachings of Jesus Christ.
We all know that United Methodist Church has been practically divided and a formal
division is coming. We are divided into three factions, primarily two factions, over
homosexuality and the ordination of LGBTQI clergy. Some saying, “I belong to conservative” or
“I belong to centralist” or “I belong to progressive or liberationist.” Having different opinions
over a certain issue is inevitable and not necessarily bad. Also, we have to admit that the United
Methodist Church is a global church and each local church lives in completely different sociocultural settings so it hard to impose one single ethical standard over all churches.
Because of our diversity and different understandings over gay ordination and same-sex
marriage, we need to have a genuine and honest conversation. However, instead of having a
genuine and loving conversation, we, United Methodists, have followed the logic of the world.
To win over, some groups have employed diverse political strategies including
misinformation, manipulation and aggression. Lloyd T. Nyarota, a pastor from Zimbabwe, wrote
an article about how African delegates were misinformed, manipulated and betrayed by
American conservatives in 2019 Special General Conference. American conservatives
misinformed African delegates about the purpose of the 2019 Special General Conference. He
said, quote, “African delegates were told by American conservatives that the specially called
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General Conference was all about keeping biblical principles on sexuality; in short to fight
homosexuality in The United Methodist Church. Africans were told that of the four plans coming
to GC 2019…, the Traditional Plan was the only plan to support… The conservatives controlled
the majority of the African votes by texting and otherwise sending instructions, telling them how
to vote.”1
As the Traditional Plan passed, out of their anger, a leader of a liberal caucus openly
admitted that he and other liberal delegates were pursuing any-means-necessary tactics to make
the General Conference unable to pass proposals with which they disagreed.2 Some liberal
leaders call conservative United Methodist “a bunch of evil folks.”3
We, United Methodists, have failed both “doing the right thing” and “doing things right”
because we have failed to follow the logic of the cross Jesus taught us though his life. We have
failed to follow the logic of love rather we have followed the logic of power. We don’t want to
embrace those who hold different views and blame them for their ignorance or deficient faith.
For the simple fact that United Methodists have failed to unite with one another, we need to
repent. We have failed to be a loving church because we have failed to follow the logic of the
cross.
3rd page the The foolishness of the cross saves!
Paul teaches us a way to overcome these divisions and be one church despite our differences.
When he heard that the Corinthian church was divided by diverse factions, he said, “Now I
appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in
agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and
the same purpose.” (v 10)
What does he mean to “be united in the same mind and the same purpose?” He didn’t mean
that everyone must agree with Paul himself. Paul even criticized those who claimed that they
belonged to Paul.
“13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name
of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one
can say that you were baptized in my name.”(v 13-15)
His baptism was not intended to create a faction or supporters and thus, claiming, “I belong
to Paul” was non-sense to him. Instead of seeking for self-aggrandizement or to win over other
factions, Paul invites the Corinthian church to follow the way of the cross, which is the way to
restore people to right relationship with God and neighbor.
For Paul, the cross is the revelatory of God’s unconditional love. The cross reveals both
God’s willingness to suffer for the benefit of sinful human beings, and also the power of God to
bring life out of death. The cross is the principle that guides basic human relationship for
Christians. If I tried to explain about Paul’s theology of the cross, this would be a long and
boring theological lecture. When I pondered how I can share this meaning clearly and easily, I
found a cross.
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[ppt] This cross is an “Embracement Cross.” What do you see? A person opening one’s arms
to embrace others just like Jesus opened his arms to embrace us into relationship with him. To
embrace another, we first need to open our arms. But opening our arms is risky and dangerous
because it exposes vulnerable parts of our body to others.

[ppt] A few month ago, Andrea made a humous church sign. “Our pastor has 4 black belts.
You should get to church.” I suspect that after this sign was posted, worship attendance slightly
increased. I hope that’s not the reason you have come to the church.
I trained in many martial arts for many years. The first thing I learned was the basic position.

[ppt] No matter which martial art you learn, the basic position is almost the same, hiding
vulnerable spots of your body from your enemy.
However, you could never be able to embrace others when you hold your fist tight and raise
your guard. When we open our arms, standing vulnerable before others, with willingness to
suffer for other’s sakes and for the sake of reconciliation, then, we can truly embrace others. So
reconciliation is not easy and we cannot do it with only our own strength.
That is why we need God and the love of Jesus Christ who embraces us first and continues to
pour divine love into our hearts. Of course, lowering one’s guard before the enemy seems to be
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foolish. But Paul said, “For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”(v 18) The fool who believes the
power of God, which is revealed in the cross, has been changed by the Holy Spirit and they are
able to transform the world.
Caring-Courageous Conversation
Last Tuesday, we had our first caring-courageous conversation. I was not sure how many
people would actually participate in this meeting. I was also concerned about how the meeting
would proceed since this is a very sensitive issue. For some of you, it’s very personal. But more
than 20 people came and shared their opinions about this difficult issue of homosexuality. I was
amazed by your honesty, mutual respect for different opinions and most of all, your deep love for
each other. I felt like that I didn’t really need to call for this meeting because Asbury UMC
already has what we need to stand together after 2020 General Conference.
Instead of trying to win over others, you empathically listen other’s stories, stories of
their struggles and how their positions toward homosexuality have been changed over years. You
also share your struggle to maintain your integrity of faith while empathically understand
different positions. I was moved by how our loving relationships with each other actually created
a space in which we can share our honest opinions and struggles. I don’t know what the outcome
of this conversation will be but I believe that it will bring a new life to Asbury UMC.

[ppt] I showed this picture at our meeting but I would like to share it with you now. There
seems to be no-middle ground between traditionalist and progressive points of view over the
issue of homosexuality. But I believe love can create a space between a rock and a hard place
and in that space. It may be small and feeble, but in that space new life can grow.
The foolishness of the cross breaks a hard place and sows a seed of love. Instead of
judging one another and trying to win others over, let us carry our cross and love one another
first. Create a space in our heart and let the Spirit of love lead us. Amen.
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