Asbury United Methodist Church

143 Ann Mary Brown Drive, Warwick, RI 02888
401-467-5122 asburyumcri@gmail.com

Worship Leader: Paticia Smith-Disu Chancel: Donna Rowe
* Please rise in body or in spirit

“Life is Better Together”
Rally Day
September 7, 2025

WE GATHER
Prelude “Sweet Hour of Prayer” Hanna Noh
Welcome and Announcements
Transition Hymn TFWS 2166 “Christ Beside Me” vs. 1

Threshold Moment (Responsive Reading)

Leader: We gather as travelers on the same road,

People: Knowing that no one walks the journey of faith alone.

Leader: When hands join hands, the weight becomes lighter.

People: When hearts join hearts, the joyful song becomes stronger.

Leader: Each gift, each voice, each prayer adds beauty to the whole.

People: Each kindness, each smile, each story brings life to the body.

Leader: So come, beloved community, on this new day of learning and blessing—

People: For life is better together, and together, we will worship the God who makes us one.

Opening Prayer
Let us pray together:

God of new beginnings,
we thank You for the gift of this day
and for the gift of one another.

When we walk together, the journey is lighter.
When we share our gifts, the world shines brighter.
When we live in Your love, our hearts grow stronger.
As we begin this new season of learning and growing,
gather us as one people,
fill us with Your Spirit,
and guide us to live with kindness, courage, and joy.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Opening Hymn W&S 3152 “Welcome” vs. 1 & 3



The Peace
The peace of the risen Christ be with you.
And also with you.

I invite you to pass the peace, greeting those around you
[and those at home via the cameras].

Children’s Time
Blessing of the Backpack
Choir “We Will Keep Our Faith Alive”

WE PROCLAIM
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 / Romans 12:4-13
9 Two are better than one because they have a good reward for their toil. 10 For if they fall, one
will lift up the other, but woe to one who is alone and falls and does not have another to help. 11
Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? 12 And though
one might prevail against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly
broken.

Romans 12:4-13

4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, 5
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver,
in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit;
serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to
the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

Songs of Illumination UMH 454 Open My Eyes, That I May See
Open my eyes, that [ may see; glimpses of truth Thou hast for me;
place in my hands the wonderful key, that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for Thee, ready, my God, Thy will to see;
open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

“Life is Better Together” Rev. Yohan Go

WE RESPOND
Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Text: Beth Quick (Colleague from Upper New York), 2019
A Sung Communion Liturgy (Tune by Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing: UMH 400)

Pastor:
Come, dear friends, now to the table
Lift your hearts up to the Lord.
Let us gather, kneel together
Raise our voices! Praise God!
Now we gather at the table
Now we come to sing our praise
At the table of forgiveness
Oh, God’s goodness: see and taste.
Congregation:
Come, thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune our hearts to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach us some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! We’re fixed upon it,
mount of thy redeeming love.
Pastor:
Out of love we were created,
From God’s breath we drew our life.
But God’s goodness we rejected,
Bound for pain and grief and strife
So God sought us through the ages,
Called to us to turn from sin.
Yet we would not heed God’s pleading,
Lost and suff’ring, broken
Congregation:
So God sent to us Christ Jesus,
God-made-flesh to walk with us.
By his wounds: we found redemption.
In his life: abiding love.
Jesus sought us when still strangers,
wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue us from danger,
interposed his precious blood.
Pastor:



On the night of that last supper

Jesus broke and shared the bread.

“This my body, take and eat it;

Broken so the world might mend.”

Jesus took the wine and poured it,

Offering with it his own life.

Telling us: “You are forgiven,”

Telling us we’d gained new life.
Congregation:

O to grace how great a debtor

daily we’re constrained to be!

Let thy goodness, like a fetter,

bind our wandering hearts to thee.

Prone to wander, Lord, we feel it,

prone to leave the God we love;

take our hearts, O take and seal them,

seal them for thy courts above.
Pastor:

Holy, Holy, God Almighty,

Holy Spirit, fall on us.

Make these gifts of bread and cup now

Jesus’ body, Jesus’ blood

Though this gift we are Christ’s body

In this meal, we are made one

Here we raise our Ebenezer

At this table, we are home.

BREAKING BREAD AND SHARING THE CUP

Offering/Offertory “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
(Frank Rose: Harmonica, Carlos Capacho: Bass Guitar)

Doxology
[Tune: Old 100th]

Praise God, Creator of us all,
Praise Christ, by whom we hear our call,
Praise Spirit, that which sets us free,
Our awe is yours, the One-in-Three.
Offering Prayer Rev. Yohan Go
Closing Hymn “UMH 133 “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” vs. 1 & 2

Benediction Rev. Yohan Go



Postlude “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” Hanna Noh

Announcements
1. Today is Rally Day!!
2. The worship leader for next Sunday, September 14" is Kerri Dorsey.
3. Please register for a webinar Confronting White Christian Nationalism with Jim Wallis
Thursday, September 18, 2025 | 6:30 p.m. EST | Online
Birthdays
7% Andy Lucini
9t Jason Taylor
12t Justin Dorsey

13t Leslee Mills

Flowers The flowers on the altar this week are given to the glory of God and in loving
memory of William and Annie Kinnes, grandparents, by Carolyn Whitney,
Marion Lightsey, and Families.



