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Lighting the Candle of Hope 

As we approach Advent—the beginning of a new church year—we enter a season centered on 

hope. There is an old saying: “Better to light one small candle than to curse the darkness.” Many of us know how challenging life can 

be. Illness we never asked for, accidents we never expected, and moments that shake the peace of our ordinary days. Sometimes our 

dreams, passion, and plans are broken against the hard edges of reality. And when we hear constant news of war, racism, shootings, and 

hate crimes, the world can begin to feel like a nightmare we cannot wake from. It is easy to feel discouraged by what seems unchang-

ing. But the more we only complain about the darkness, the darker it becomes. 

Instead of giving in to despair, Advent invites us to light a small candle of hope. Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., in his ser-

mon “Shattered Dreams,” wrote, “We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” This is the posture of Advent: 

we acknowledge life’s disappointments, yet we hold firmly to God’s limitless hope. Only then can we endure the difficult realities 

around us and awaken to a future filled with new possibilities. 

Since Joy came into our family, my morning routine has changed. Juhee, who wakes up earlier than I do, takes Joy out for his 

morning walk. When they return, Joy does not care whether I’m still asleep—he runs straight toward my face with unstoppable energy. 

No matter how deeply I’m sleeping, a small dog joyfully leaping onto me always wins. In that moment, any nightmare loses its power. 

What is real—joyful, affectionate, and alive—breaks through. 

Jesus says, “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory” (Mark 13:26). This is not a 

threat—it is a wake-up call. A reminder that even when empires, systems, or circumstances seem to control everything, God is the One 

who holds history. God is still working for the healing and salvation of this world. When we wake up and notice God’s presence in our 

daily lives, we stop being Christians only in name and become people who actively follow God’s will. 

As we begin this Advent season, I invite you to light a small candle of hope in your life. It may seem small or fragile, but even 

the smallest flame can drive away deep darkness. If you need a little light, you are warmly invited to join our Advent book study, Ad-

vent worship, and Christmas Eve service. May the light of Christ shine gently upon your path, strengthen your spirit, and guide you into 

a new year filled with grace and hope. 

Peace, 
Pastor Yohan Go 
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 2 Ashley Anderson Williams 

 3 Kevin Quinn 

 6 Amy Quinn Morin 

  Mary Lewis 

 7 Isla Poplar Arnold 
  Bob Bradbury 
  Grant Horatio Taylor 
  Seamus Sullivan O’Rourke 

 8 Annie Olive Arnold 

 10 Logan Moore 

 11 Barbara Marcoccio 

 13 Cheryl Francis 

 14 Nadia McGovern 

 17 Stephen Blanche 

 19 Deb Marshall 

 20 Zach Diffley 

 23 Carter Harrell 
  Jacob Harrell 
  Dawson David Whitham 

 24 Janice Anderson 

 28 Michelle Dorsey 
  Allison McGovern 

 29 Joann Mancini 
 30 Jordan Jones 

 

 
  

~Upcoming Events~ 

2  Pastor’s Office Hours  9:30 am -12 pm 

 Pastor’s Advent Reading  10:00 am 

 Choir PracƟce   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

3  Pastor’s Office Hours  9:30 am -12 pm 

 Women’s Book Group   9:30 am 

7 Worship Service   9:30 am 

9  Pastor’s Office Hours  9:30 am -12 pm 

 Pastor’s Advent Reading  10:00 am 

 Choir PracƟce   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

10 Pastor’s Office Hours  9:30 am -12 pm 

 Women’s Book Group   9:30 am  

14 Worship Service   9:30 am 

16  Pastor’s Office Hours  9:30 am -12 pm 

 Pastor’s Advent Reading  10:00 am 

 Choir PracƟce    7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

17 Pastor’s Office Hours  9:30 am -12 pm  

 Women’s Book Group   9:30 am 

21 Worship Service   9:30 am 

23  Pastor’s Office Hours  9:30 am -12 pm 

 Pastor’s Advent Reading  10:00 am 

 Choir PracƟce    7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

24 Pastor’s Office Hours  9:30 am -12 pm 

24 Christmas Eve Service   5:00 pm 

28 Worship Service   9:30 am 

30  Pastor’s Office Hours  9:30 am - 12 pm
 Pastor’s Advent Reading  10:00 am 

31  Pastor’s Office Hours  9:30 am - 12 pm 

Women’s Book Group   9:30 am 
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The deadline for the January NewsleƩer is 
Thursday, December 25, 2025   

Thank you! 

Please Help Asbury Grow !! 

 

 

 

 

Please visit our website  and click 
on the giving link.  

hƩps://www.asburyumcri.org 

 

PILL BOTTLE MISSION 

Our church has been sending empty pill boƩles to a larger 
mission outreach for quite some Ɵme now.  The postage has 

been paid in a variety of ways. If you are able to help with 
the postage, it costs approximately $35 per month to send 

these boxes.  Please speak to Joan White regarding this mis-
sion project.  

Joan’s home number: 401-738-6202 

Cell number is 401-499-1280 

Happy December! 

 

Just a reminder to Church Council Members: 

 

Beginning January 28, 2026, the monthly meeƟng 
has been moved to the 4th Wednesday of the 

month at 7:00 pm.  Please start marking your cal-
endars. 

Thanks Jan 

 

 

 

To our Asbury Family 

Words cannot begin to 
express the gratefulness we have for your pray-
ers, kind words, thoughts and offers of help aŌer 
Steve’s unexpected passing. To be surrounded 
with such love and care has truly touched us 
more than you will know. “Thank You” are sim-
ple words, but are hearƞelt. We consider our-
selves truly blessed to call Asbury home.  

 

Love Diane & Greg 

 

Though He brings grief, He will show compas-
sion, so great is His unfailing love. 

   LamentaƟons 3:32 
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Recipe Corner 

Stuffed Pork Chops 

By Pat McGovern 

As found in Feast of Goodness Cookbook 

 

4 Pork chops, regular thickness 

1 c. Pepperidge Farm stuffing mix 

1 apple, peeled and diced 

1/2 sm. onion, diced 1 c. bread crumbs 

1/4 tsp. black pepper & 2 T. flour mixed together 

 

Saute’ onion and apple in small saucepan in about 1/4 cup of 
water unƟl al dente. Add stuffing, mix well and add more 
water if needed. Set aside. Slice pork chops sideways to form 
a pocket and stuff with mixture. Dip in bread crumbs and be 
sure to coat all sides. Cook for approximately 25 minutes at 
350 degrees. 

 

Staff Gifts 

 

Certainly, one of the most pleasant tasks for 
any Staff Parish Relation Committee Chair is 
to request donations toward Christmas gifts for 
our dedicated staff here at Asbury UMC. 

 

We have hardworking staff members – Gary 
keeps our church and office building clean and 
tidy, Lori manages the office and pays bills, 
Hanna provides us with hours of beautiful and 
moving music and song, and of course our be-
loved Pastor Yohan leads and guides us on 
our faith-filled journey. 

 

For these reasons I am again asking you to be 
as generous as possible in your giving.  Please 
look for the insert in the newsletter and in Pas-
tor Yohan’s weekly emails. 

 

The deadline for giving is Sunday, Decem-
ber 17th so that our gifts may be presented 
at the December 21st worship service. 
PLEASE make the checks out to Asbury 
UMC and write “Staff gifts” on the memo 
line. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity to-
ward our staff and Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year! 

 

Diane Newman-Goins 

SPRC Chair 

 

Harvard Beets with Pineapple 

By Eleanor Schultz 

As found in Feast of Goodness Cookbook 

 

2 T. brown sugar 

1 T. cornstarch 

1/4 tsp. salt 

1 can pineapple Ɵd-bits & syrup 

1 T. margarine 

1 T. lemon juice 

1 (1lb) can sliced beets 

 

Cook first six ingredients unƟl thickened and shiny. Add beets 
and conƟnue to cook unƟl beets are heated through. A nice 
change from the norm. 
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Dear Church, 

As always, when asked for your help, you respond in love.  We 
filled the buckets with hats, socks and miƩens…  99 pairs of 
socks, 34 pairs of gloves and miƩens, 110 hats and 9 scarves!  
Our plan is to distribute these arƟcles during the Ɵme we are 
passing out Soup for the Soul in December.  If you know a fam-
ily in need of some of these winter items, please feel free to 
“shop” in the library unƟl mid-December.  The Mission Com-
miƩee’s goal is to simply pass out the love you shared to our 
neighbors and friends.   

I also want to let you know that 40 giŌs have been purchased, 
with loving care, for the Elves for Elders. Donna Rowe and Al-
ice Pace have connected us to this special campaign over the 
past several years.  These giŌs are requests made by people in 
nursing faciliƟes who do not receive visitors and have no giŌs 
to open on Christmas.  Once again, your generosity is apparent 
by the bags of blankets, shoes, slippers, jackets, etc., found 
under the Christmas tree in the Coffee Room at Asbury.  Imag-
ine the smiles that each present will bring to that specific indi-
vidual whose star you chose.  A liƩle joy for us to parƟcipate, a 
delight for those who are receiving your thoughƞulness and 
love.   

And then, I cannot begin to express your willingness and gen-
erosity in helping a family with their electric bill.  This was 
definitely a crisis situaƟon.  You heard the need and your re-
sponse was overwhelming.  The bill has been paid.   

So tonight, when you say your prayers, thank the Good Lord 
for ALL the blessings that have been bestowed on you… espe-
cially the comfort and support of our church family here at 
Asbury and our ability to respond to those less fortunate.  We 
are truly blessed.  ConƟnue to pray for those we do not know 
who require our assistance to stay warm, feel loved and main-
tain their households.    

 As Paul reminds us in  Romans 12: 11b-13 “Serve the Lord 
with all your heart.  Be joyful because you have hope.  Be pa-
Ɵent when trouble comes and pray at all Ɵmes.  Share with 
God’s people who need help.” 

Merry Christmas!  

Once again, I would like to thank each and every one of 
my bread helpers from the boƩom of my heart. 

 This year the baking was made easier because 
of the generosity of a few people who paid to replace 
our anƟquated wall ovens. The old gas ovens were up-
dated also by having two new thermostats replaced, 
thanks to Frank Rose and Carl Bishop. 

 Our bread angels again paid for all our baking 
supplies, which makes everything we sell total profit. 
Combined with the 49 bread and rolls Nancy Rowell 
baked at home, this makes all the aches and pains 
worth it! See you next year. 

   
   
 Barbara Bishop 
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Dear Asbury Church Choir Members and Music Enthusiasts, 

Weekly Choir Practice: A Sacred Time for Harmony and Growth 
Each week, we come together not just to rehearse music but to create something extraordinary—a 
sound that glorifies God and uplifts our congregation. These moments of preparation are essential to 
our ministry, and your presence is invaluable. 

· Tuesdays: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
· Sundays: 8:00 AM – 9:00 AM 

Your dedication forms the foundation of our worship services. Let us commit to attending regularly 
and punctually, striving for excellence as we prepare to lead others in meaningful worship. 

Welcoming New Voices: An Invitation to Serve Through Song 
It is a privilege to welcome new members into our choir family. If you or someone you know feels 
called to serve the Lord through music, we invite you to join us. Whether you are a seasoned singer 
or new to the choir experience, your voice has a place here. Come to a practice session or contact 
me directly to learn more about this wonderful opportunity. Together, we will inspire hearts and glori-
fy God through the gift of music. 

Your Music Director: Leading with Faith, Passion, and Purpose 
As your Music Director, I am honored to lead our choir in creating music that reflects God’s love and 
grace. My role is not just to guide you musically but also to support you spiritually and personally. If 
you have questions, concerns, or ideas, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me. Together, we are 
building a music ministry that honors God and inspires our congregation. 

Prayers and Support: United in Faith and Purpose 
As we continue to grow as a choir and a community, I ask for your prayers. Please pray that our 
choir will glorify God, support our pastor's ministry, and bring grace to our congregation. If you have 
any prayer requests or need support, please feel free to share them with me or a fellow choir mem-
ber. We are more than a choir; we are a family, united by our faith and purpose, supporting one an-
other in love and grace. 

Gratitude for Your Commitment and Faithfulness 
Thank you for your unwavering commitment to the Asbury Church Choir. Every note we sing and 
every harmony we create is a testament to God’s glory. Through our music, we have the privilege of 
transforming lives, uplifting spirits, and spreading His love. Let us continue to make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord and inspire others with the power of our ministry. May God bless and guide us as we 
faithfully serve Him through music. 

With gratitude, blessings, and love, 
Hanna Noh 
Music Director, Asbury UMC 
857-231-0567 
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~By Tim  & Cami Webb~    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Ten Things You Can Do On Our Website 

 

Look at all the useful informaƟon update weekly on AsburyUMCRI.org!  Check it out! 

 

1) Check for worship schedule, COVID and weather status 

2) Refer to each Sunday’s bulleƟn and announcements (back to 2020) 

3) Read historical sermon transcripts (back to 2019) 

4) Refer to monthly newsleƩers (back to 2019) 

5) Click to access our secure online financial giving site (set up one-Ɵme or recurring pledges/giŌs, 
see your online giving history) 

6) See informaƟon about major events at the Church 

7) Find free food resources in the area when in need 

8) See our Pastor’s biography 

9) Look at our gallery of pictures (work in progress- send Tim W. or the office pictures you’d like add-
ed) 

10) Contact the Pastor or Staff via secure message 

 

AsburyUMCRI.org AsburyUMCRI.org AsburyUMCRI.org AsburyUMCRI.org AsburyUMCRI.org
  


