Asbury United Methodist Church

143 Ann Mary Brown Drive, Warwick, RT 02888

401-467-5122 asburyumcri@gmail.com

Worship Leader: Patricia Smith-Disu Chancel: Deb Bush
* Please rise in body or in spirit

“The Silent Word”
Advent 2

December 7, 2025
GATHERING

Prelude “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” Hanna Noh

Greetings and Announcements

We Gather at the Scene
(Threshold Moment)
Leader: We continue our Advent series inspired by the dear carol, What Child is This?” However, we
are asking it this way: “What Child IS This?” We are going “Beyond the Lullaby” to ask many more
questions of who this child was, especially in the time that he was born which was not really a
peaceful time for all people, even though it was called the “Pax Romana.”

[the candle-lighters/readers come forward
to the nativity scene/Advent candles as we sing]

Why lies He in such mean estate,
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

[underscoring continues as the first and second Advent candle is lit]

Leader: The poet of our theme carol, What Child is This,” penned the phrase the silent Word is
pleading.” Our vision of the child in the manger may be the soothing lullaby and the silent night, but
the reality of babies, and of that time in history, is that of a crying out.” It was a time when many were
silenced, and the need for prophesying justice in the midst of trauma was great. Zechariah does this
when his silence is lifted. The Word became Flesh for such a time.

Leader: We light this candle of Peace for those who need it most.
People: For all who are being silenced.

Leader: For all who are afraid to speak out.

People: For all who know that peace comes with justice.
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Leader: Our question for today at the scene of the nativity is this: “How will we cry out for true
peace for ALL people? How will we soothe the trauma of the world in our time?”

People: What child IS this? This, this, is the Prince of Peace who invites us to proclaim
his reign forever.

Sing Together
This, this is Christ, the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary!

Prayer of Invocation
[unison]
Here, at the nativity of your birth,
give us the courage to face this moment
with new air in our lungs.
Open us to new understandings of
the unfolding story of your presence among us.
Show us the true meaning of peace on earth,
good will for all.
We pray in the name of the Child,
the Prince of Peace in our hearts and lives.
Amen.

Opening Hymn/Song “Star-Child” FWS/ 2095 vs. 1 & 2

Signs of Peace
Leader: Peace be with you!
People: And also with you!
Leader: | invite you to pass the peace with one another and to those worshiping online, and | invite
children to come forward as we do so!

We Hear the Story
Leader: Today we hear the story of Zechariah and Elizabeth. They lived in a time called the “Pax
Romana,” or Roman Peace, and many called Caesar a “savior” because he ended, by force, the
seemingly endless cycle of war. In the book, The First Advent in Palestine, author Kelley Nikondeha
says this: “What made some see Caesar as a savior was a kind of peace that benefited the few while
exploiting the many; one that usurped land and harvests from the poor. Perhaps, | thought, the first
Advent was God’s critique of what the world called peace.” It was in this time of “peace with
oppression” that religious leaders like Zechariah had to serve, making sure to walk the line of honor to
God, but deference to Caesar and to Herod, the so-called “King of the Jews.” Hear the story from
Luke 1.

In the days of the ruler Herod, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the priestly class of Abijah. His
wife Elizabeth was a descendant of Aaron. Both were worthy in the sight of God and scrupulously
observed all the commandments and observances of our God. They were childless—unable to
conceive—and they were both advanced in years. Now it was the turn of Zechariah's priestly class to
serve... While the full assembly of people was praying outside at the time of day when the incense
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was offered, an angel of our God appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense.
Zechariah was deeply disturbed upon seeing the angel, and was overcome with fear.

The angel said to him, ‘Don t be frightened, Zechariah. Your prayer has been heard. Your wife
Elizabeth will bear a son, whom you Il name John. He will be your joy and delight and many will
rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of our God...” Zechariah said to the angel, 'How
can | be sure of this? | am an old man, and my wife too is advanced in age.”

The angel replied, 1 am Gabriel, who stands before God. | was sent to speak to you and bring
you this good news. But because you have not trusted my words, you Il be mute—unable to speak—
until the day these things take place. Theyll all come true in due season...” When the time came for
Elizabeth to deliver, she gave birth to a son...Immediately Zechariah's mouth was opened and his
tongue was loosed, and he began to speak in praise of God...

‘Blessed are you, the Most High God of Israel—
for you have visited and redeemed your people.
You have raised up a mighty savior for us

of the house of David..

...Such is the tender mercy of our God, who from on high
will bring the Rising Sun to visit us,
to give light to those who live
in darkness and the shadow of death
and to guide our feet
into the way of peace.”

In the meantime, the child grew up and became strong in spirit. He lived out in the desert until the day
he appeared openly in Israel.

Choir Anthem “Heavenly Peace”

Sermon
“When Our Silence Becomes Prayer” Rev. Yohan Go

RESPONDING

Ouir faithful response is to praise God for this story of Emmanuel, God-With-Us, even and especially
in the midst of difficulty, for God is indeed with us even still.

Sharing Joys and Concerns

“We Keep Watch” — Prayers

“Great Holy One”
by Brian Wren and Susan Heafield - see downloads

[sung togther]
Great, Holy One, spreading time and space,
show us who You are in a human face.



[underscoring continues]

Leader: In this moment of silent contemplation, we lift up our hopes for the world, for all people, and
for the kind of kin-dom embodied by the child who became the Christ. As we pray, hold a word or
phrase of hope in your heart.

Time of Silent Contemplation

Together
Seeking one, how will you meet us?
“In the person who resists hate and greed, and then persists;
when my people work together, righting ancient wrongs,
singing peaceful songs.”

Great, Holy One, spreading time and space,
show us who You are in a human face.

Leader: Holy Living One,
Child of Peace
Spirit of Justice,

we come to you today weary of ongoing unrest,
weary of greedy forces claiming what'’s “right” for the many
based on what benefits the few.
We know you are with us,
for you came to our human story when we needed your message so much.

We still do.

We ask, “what child is this that we follow, and who are we
in the scene of this unfolding story?”

As the manger waits for your arrival,
we again plead for your presence to break into our lives
and show us the light of peace.
And we ask for the courage to step into the scene,
and raise our voices for those who cannot.

Pastoral Prayer Rev. Yohan Go

Be with us as we seek to be the Body of Christ in the world.
We pray this in the way you taught us, saying...

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

“So Bring Him...”
(Offering)



What gifts are adequate for the Silent Word, the Prince of Peace? Our theme song says “so bring him
incense, gold, and myrrh; come peasant, king, to own him.” Whether what we have to give is simply
the gift of our presence and gratitude, or if we are privileged with coffers of precious resources, we

give what we can. In this way we “take ownership” of our role in the scene, in the unfolding story of
Peace.

Offering/Offertory “Away in a Manger”
Doxology

Praise God of hope, Emmanuel,
Whose saving love with us will dwell.
Praise God, who hears our longing cry;
Praise Christ, whose dawn is drawing nigh. Amen.

Offering Prayer Rev. Yohan Go
Communion [see the program]

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

[music underscoring begins]

It is good, Holy One, to give thanks to you, always and everywhere.
You created us, you loved us into being,
you delivered us, and you spoke to us through prophets.
And then the time came for you to be with us, Emmanuel.

[Tune “In the Bleak Midwinter, United Methodist Hymnal #221]
sung together:

In a time of trouble, poverty, and pain,
Living was a struggle. Hoping was a strain.
Fear and desperation robbed the world of joy.
In a weary nation, Mary had a boy.
[piano continues to underscore]

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

[sung together]
Holy, Holy, Holy, God of pow’r and might.
Raise we now, “Hosanna,” to the highest height.
Heav’n and earth proclaim it, in all time and space.
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Blest are we to meet you, in this holy place.
[piano continues to underscore]

Mary’s boy became a man, compassionate and kind.
He invited all to follow the way of the kin-dom, the commonwealth of God.
Wherever he went, he tended to those who suffered.

[sung together]

Teaching, feeding, healing, Jesus showed the way,
Sacred love revealing day by day by day,
Practicing resistance, cultivating care,
Centered in persistence, every act a prayer.

[music continues to underscore]

His own suffering at the hands of the elite gave birth to a movement of your Spirit, O God,
that would forge a new covenant of peace.
Jesus promised to be with us always, in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.
[music concludes]

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

[music underscoring begins again]
And so, in remembrance of your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

[sung togther]

Christ came to uplift us, by his life we give.
Christ gave up his lifeblood, by his death we live.
Christ comes to us now, still, as we gather here.
Christ will come again, so, nothing shall we fear.

[music continues to underscore]
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
so that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Amen.
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Sharing Cup and Bread

[sung together]

So, my friends and neighbors, now it’s up to us.
May we welcome strangers, building faith and trust.
May we live like Jesus in our time and place
"Til this weary nation knows amazing grace.

SENDING FORTH
Just as our theme carol asks, “what child is this?” we, too, have come with our questions this day. We
go into the world with answers of Good News, being the Body of Christ through our words and deeds.

We Ask, We Answer
Leader: As we prepare to go into the world,
let us ask and answer the question we came with.

People: What child IS this?
Leader: This is the one born in a time when too many were silenced.
People: What child IS this?
Leader: This is the one whose voice would ring out,
reminding all that peace does not come through violence.
People: What child IS this?
This, this is the “Prince of Peace”
who shows us the kin-dom in which all have a voice, and no one is afraid.

Closing Hymn/Song

“Let There Be Peace on Earth” UMH 431

Benediction Rev. Yohan Go
May the Voice of the Divine,
the Child of Peace,
the Spirit of Resistance to Injustice
be with you now and as you go.
Amen.

Sung Response
[Sung Together]

This, this is Christ, the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,

The Babe, the Son of Mary!

Postlude “Joy to the World” Hanna Noh
Announcements

1 Next Sunday’s Worship Leader is Kerri Dorsey.
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Birthdays

7th

gth

10th
11th
13th

Flowers

The Christmas Family Concert at Haven UMC is today, December 7, at 2:50 p.m. This year's
concert will benefit House of Hope, a local organization that works to eliminate homelessness in our
communities. There will be performances featuring a variety of instruments, as well as beautiful
ensemble and choral pieces. Help us fill the pews and support this incredible organization as it
works with some of the most vulnerable in our community.

We are asking that everyone bring their Christmas card to church to hang on the wall in the coffee
room, to be shared with our Asbury family. Thanks again!

Tau Cross - The cross hanging above the altar for the Advent season is called the Tau Cross. It is so
named because it resembles the Greek letter of that name. It is also called the Old Testament Cross
because, according to tradition, the pole on which Moses lifted up the brazen serpent was a Tau Cross.
This is the original form of a cross. The cross was made many years ago by Robert Baldwin Sr.
Christmas Eve Worship Service will be a joint worship service with Zion KUMC held at Asbury
UMC, Wednesday, December 24% at 5:00 PM.

Isla Poplar Arnold

Bob Bradbury

Grant Horatio Taylor
Seamus Sullivan O'Rourke

Annie Olive Arnold
Logan Moore
Barbara Marcoccio

Cheryl Francis

The flowers on the altar this week are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Rita Eaton, her mother, and Jack Eaton, her brother, by Joan White, Cheryl, Carrie and
Michael.



