Asbury United Methodist Church

143 Ann Mary Brown Drive, Warwick, RT 02888
401-467-5122 asburyumcri@gmail.com

Worship Leader: Patricia Smith-Disu Chancel: Kerri Dorsey
*Please rise in body or spirit

Second Sunday of Easter

WE GATHER

Prelude “Spirit Song” Hanna Noh
Welcome and Announcements

Threshold Moment

Friends, we are not gathered here by accident.

We come—Ilike the disciples did—bringing our doubts, our fears, and our hopes.
Behind locked doors, they met the risen Christ.

And in their bold witness before the powerful, they chose freedom—

not the freedom the world offers, but the freedom of resurrection faith.

So take a deep breath.

Let your heart open.

We stand on holy ground,

where locked doors are opened,

fear is met with peace,

and every question can find its way to the risen One.

Let us step fully into worship,
where Christ breathes peace upon us,
and the Spirit sets us free.

Opening Prayer

Let us pray together:

[unison]
Risen Christ,
you entered that locked room to breathe peace and courage into your disciples.
Enter our hearts today.
Breathe your Spirit into us—



not just for comfort,
but for boldness,
so we might live as people set free.
Set free to believe without seeing.
Set free to speak truth with love.
Set free to witness with joy.
In your name, and by your breath, we live and worship.
Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the risen Christ be with you.
And also with you.

| invite you to pass the peace, greeting those around you
[and those at home via the cameras].

Opening Hymn
“Because He Lives” UMH 364 vs. 1,3

WE PROCLAIM

First Reading
Acts 5: 27-32

The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be
questioned by the high priest. We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he
said. Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us
guilty of this man s blood.”

Peter and the other apostles replied: We must obey God rather than human beings!
The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him
on a cross. God exalted him to God’s own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might
bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. We are witnesses of these things, and
so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey...”

Gospel Reading
John 20: 19-31
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The

disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.



Again Jesus said, Peace be with you! As Abba God has sent me, | am sending you.”
And with that he breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
anyone s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, We have seen the Lord!” But he
said to them, Unless | see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the
nails were, and put my hand into his side, | will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, Peace be with
you!” Then he said to Thomas, Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, My Lord
and my God!” Then Jesus told him, Because you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Choir Anthem
“ Heavenly Sunlight”

Sermon
The Freedom of Resurrection Faith

WE RESPOND

Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Offertory
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

Doxology
[Tune: Old 100th]



Praise God, Creator of us all,
Praise Christ, by whom we hear our call,
Praise Spirit, that which sets us free,
Our awe is yours, the One-in-Three.

Offering Prayer Rev. Yohan Go

Closing Hymn
“Here | Am, Lord” UMH 593 vs. 1,3

Benediction

Postlude “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” Hanna Noh

Announcements

1. The worship leader for Sunday, May 4" is Alice Pace.

2. Mother’s Day is May 11". Debbie Bush and Shirley Keene of the Chancel
Guild will be collecting names of the special woman in your lives. Each
name costs $1.00 and will be printed in the bulletin. Please mark anyone
who is deceased with an asterisk *. The deadline to submit names is
Monday, May 5. Please Contact: Debbie Cell: 401-419-8628 Debbie - email
- debralbush@gmail.com or Shirley Cell: 401-486-3180. Shirley - email -
nemok2003@gmail.com

3. Our last Tea party meeting will be after church today, April 27th. This is where we
will discuss the final program, set up and food counts. The last day to register
for the tea party has been extended a few days on Eventbrite. The event is
also listed on our Facebook page, google church calendar and website. If you
have the neighbor app, please add a photo to it, it is easy just like posting a pic to
Facebook and you can do it from your phone or computer. Call Andrea with any
questions: 401-207-8017.

4. Haven UMC is having a Spring Family Concert on Sunday, May 4" at 3pm. This
is a fundraiser for the Community Music Project, the concert is free. A donation

will be collected to support the Community Music Project, a free music school led



by members of the community. Haven UMC, 200 Taunton Ave, East
Providence, Rl 02914.

Birthdays

April 28t Thomas Williams

April 29t MacKenzie Francis

April 30t Stephen Gilman & Sharon Kelley
May 1t Diane Newman-Goins

May 2nd Linda Lucini

Flowers The flowers on the altar this week are given to the glory of God and in loving
memory of Ann Bradley, his mother, by Steve and Michelle Dorsey & Family
with love.



