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Asbury United Methodist Church 
143 Ann Mary Brown Drive, Warwick, RI 02888 

401-467-5122         asburyumcri@gmail.com 
 
Worship Leader: Alice Pace  Chancel: Jill Rowe 
*Please rise in body or spirit 

 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
WE GATHER 

 
Prelude “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” Hanna Noh 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Threshold Moment 

Leader: We come to this moment not as people who have it all figured out, but as people still 
learning—still growing—still wrestling with the walls we've built between ourselves and others. 
People: We are here to listen. To unlearn. To be changed. 
Leader: In Peter’s vision, the heavens opened, and a voice said: 
“What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” 
And in Christ’s final words to his friends: 
“Love one another, as I have loved you.” 
People: We long to see the world through God’s eyes— to break free from old boundaries, to 
love more boldly, more widely, more like Christ. 
Leader: So step over the threshold. From fear to trust. From division to belonging. From bias to 
beloved community. 
People: God, break our bias. Open our hearts. Lead us in love. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Let us pray together: 

 
[unison] 

All: 
Loving God, 

You have always shattered the barriers we create— between clean and unclean, insider and 
outsider, neighbor and stranger. 

Yet we confess: our hearts are slow to change. We cling to what is familiar. We fear what is 
different. We limit love to what feels safe. 

 
But You are not a God of small circles. You draw the circle wide. 

You speak through visions and voices, through tables shared and stories told. 
Break open our hearts today. Break our bias. Stretch our love. 

That we may follow Jesus’ command: to love one another, as Christ has loved us. 
Amen. 
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The Peace 

The peace of the risen Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
I invite you to pass the peace, greeting those around you  

[and those at home via the cameras]. 
 

Opening Hymn “I Sing Praises to Your Name” TFWS 2037 x2 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM 
Acts 11:1-18 

11 Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea heard that the gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 
criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 Then 
Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and 
in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, 
being lowered by its four corners, and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-
footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, 
‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing profane or unclean 
has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God 
has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was 
pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived 
at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction 
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 
13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and 
bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire 
household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it 
had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, 
‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave 
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 
could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, 
“Then God has given even to the gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

 
 John 13:31-35 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I 
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 
 

Choir Anthem “Yes, Jesus Loves Me” 
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Sermon 
When God Breaks Our Bias 

 
WE RESPOND 

 
Prayers of the People 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Offering/Offertory “Give Thanks” 
 

Doxology  
[Tune: Old 100th] 

 
Praise God, Creator of us all, 

Praise Christ, by whom we hear our call, 
Praise Spirit, that which sets us free, 
Our awe is yours, the One-in-Three. 

 
Offering Prayer  Rev. Yohan Go 

 
Closing Hymn “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations” UMH 569 vs. 1,2 

 
Benediction Rev. Yohan Go 

 
Postlude “Standing on the Promises” Hanna Noh 

 
Announcements 
 

1. The worship leader for Sunday, May 25th is Joan White. 

 
Birthdays 
19th  Lisa Keene 

20th  Chuck Main 

22nd   Nancy Rowell 

23rd  Nancy Alexander 

24th   Karoline Reese Heller, Dylan Christopher Heller, & James Mason Heller 
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Flowers The flowers on the altar this week are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Walter and Marie Senecal by their daughter Evelyn Jacobson and 
Family. 

 
 
 
 


